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L&i mo dau

IELTS Speaking 2021 Review la tai liéu dugc doi ngli giang vién luyén thi IELTS tai Anh Ngit ZIM bién soan vdi
muc dich gitip ngudi hoc ¢6 cai nhin vira téng quan vira chi tiét vé do khé cua dé thi IELTS Speaking trong ca
nam 2021. D6ng thai, tai liéu cling cung cap phuong an xtrly cac dé thi cu thé qua viéc phan tich dé, lap dan
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Taking a rest

1. How often do you take a rest? MBlow off some steam: nghi xa hai

— Well, if we're talking about resting after work, then  Bjow /blau/: théi

| rest every day. You know, we all need some time to  gteam /stizm/: hoi, hoi nuéc

blow off some steam® and recharge our batteries®.  vjqy: Call me anytime you need to blow off some steam.
No one can work for days without rest. @Recharge the batteries: Nap lai nang lugng

Recharge / ri:'tfa:dz/: Sac lai, nap lai
battery /'baet.ar.i/: pin, nang lugng
Vi du: Now | have time to recharge the batteries.

2. What do you usually do when you are resting? ®Puzzle game /'paz.ol germ /: trd choi giai d6

— Usually, | will grab a book to read, as | love learning v dy: You can't keep a good puzzle game down.
new stuff and reading is the best way to do so.

Sometimes | watch a movie or play video games, but

only the ones that leave me thinking a lot, like a movie

that involves time travel or a puzzle game®.

3. Do you take a nap when you are taking your rest?

- Rarely, | would say. Having a nap in the afternoon can make me feel tired after waking up, so | usually don't
do that.

4. How do you feel after taking a nap? @dizzy /'dizi/ (adj): hoa mét, chéng mit

— Usually tired, as | said. A nap is usually very short,  vidu: |felt dizzy with excitement as | went up to collect
and | often feel a bit dizzy® after waking up. | usually  the award.

can't fully concentrate on whatever | have to do

afterwards.
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Reading

1. Do you like reading? MA bookworm /'buk.ws:m/: mot sach

- | sure do. | read a lot every day as it's one of the  vidu: She was a bookworm, and an over-achiever in high
best ways to learn new things. Some people call me  school.

a bookworm®, because according to them, they've

never seen me without a book in my hand.

i i ? . . A X X
2. Do you like to read at home or in other places? @Pay full attention to something: tap trung hoan toan

- | prefer reading at home since it's quiet and | can  vao maét thir gi d6

pay full attention® to the book. | live alone, so there's  attention /s'ten.fon/: chuy

no one there to interrupt® me. Some of my friends like Vi du: You can't pay full attention to both music and a
going out to a coffee shop to read, but it's just not my  book at the same time.

Vi du: | wish you'd stop interrupting.

3. In what place do you think it is difficult to read?
— Any crowded or noisy place like a bus stop, a cinema, or a coffee shop. | can't concentrate when there's
too much noise around. | get a bit nervous, or even anxious, in crowded places, so when | want to read, | just
choose a place where there’'s nobody else around.

4. Do you like to read by yourself or with other people?

— By myself, of course. Personally, | see no point in “reading with other people”. Reading isn't some kind of
group activity, so it's better if we do it alone.
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TV program

1. Do you often watch programs on the TV or on your
cell phone?

— On my mobile phone and sometimes my laptop. My
TV has been unplugged® for nearly a year already. It's
much more convenient to watch things on a phone
since | can do it anywhere and watch whatever | want.
Now with the internet, | don’t want to be tied up on the
sofa at home just to watch some TV shows broadcast
on schedule.

2. What kind of TV programs do you like?

- | don't have a preference for® any particular type.
But if | had to choose, I'd say Indian TV series. | know
the stories in those films are completely illogical®, and
some action scenes even defy the laws of physics®.
But the thing is that they're entertaining, and that's all
| expect from a TV show.

3. Do you like watching the same kind of program all
the time?

— No. It's boring to watch the same thing over and over
again. Sometimes | do look for something unusual on
Netflix, such as a mind-bending® series like Dark or
Alice in Borderland.

MUnplugged /an'plagd/: rat phich cam
Vi du: I unplugged the TV.

@Have a preference for something: C6 sy uu ai cho
mot thur gi d6

preference /'pref.arans/: su ua thich

Vi du: Do you have a preference for red or white wine?
@ lllogical /1r'lod3.1.kal/: phi logic

Vi du: It was an illogical decision, but | was in love.
@Laws of physics: dinh luat vat ly

Laws /lo:s/: luat

physics /'fiz.iks/: vat ly

Vi du: Everything existing on Earth follows the laws of
physics.

®Mind-bending /maind bending/: xoan nio
Vi du: The world is full of mind-bending substances.

4. Do you talk with your friends about the program you watched?

- Sometimes. We talk about a bunch of things when we see each other, and TV or internet programs are just
some of them. The most recent program that | discussed with my friends was Dark — a German TV series. It
really with a time-travel theory called Bootstrap Paradox. | won't explain that here since it's too long.
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Getting up early

1. Do you often get up early in the morning?

- Yes, almost every day. I'm trying to maintain a
healthy lifestyle™, so | usually get up at 6 to do some
exercise before having breakfast and going to work.

2. What do you usually do when you get up early?

(MMaintain a healthy lifestyle: duy tri mét 16i sdng lanh
manh

Maintain /mein'temn/: duy tri

healthy /'hel.8i/: lanh manh

lifestyle /laif.stail/: 16i séng, phong cach sdng

Vi du: | eat fruit and vegetables to maintain a healthy
lifestyle.

- Do exercise, as | said. Then if there’s still plenty of time left, I'll make my own breakfast and a coffee.
Sometimes | get up a bit later, say 6.30 am, and | have to eat out since cooking breakfast can be quite time-

consuming. | don't want to be late for work.

3. Do you get up early on weekends?

- Yes. Some people choose to indulge themselves®
on Sunday by staying in bed until 9 or even 10 am, but
not me. | try to keep the same habits every day, even
on weekends, since it's a way to discipline myself®.

4. Which morning do you like best in a week?

@Indulge oneself: nuéng chiéu ban than

Indulge /in'dald3/: nuéng chiéu

Vidu: I love champagne but | don't often indulge myself.
®Discipline myself: tu ky luat ban than

Discipline /'dis.a.plin/: ky luat

Vi du: I'm trying to discipline myself to eat less
chocolate.

- |'d say Sunday morning because | don't have to go to work on Sunday. After breakfast, | can take some time
to clean up the house or do some shopping to buy food for the whole week.
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1. Do you like singing?

- Yeah, | love it, although my singing voice is quite terrible. Some people have even told me that they had
nightmares after hearing me sing. Anyway, | don’t care much about what they say and just simply do what |

like.

2. When do you sing?

— Well, I have no particular time for that. | just do it whenever | feel like it, mostly when | take a shower. | also
do some karaoke with my neighbours once or twice a week.

3. Will you take singing lessons in the future?

- I'm considering it. | really want to expand my vocal
range and make my vocal transition® smoother. But
the thing is | just can’t arrange the time. You know, I've
got a lot on my plate® at the moment, so that'll have
to wait.

4. Did you enjoy singing when you were younger?

- Yes, a lot. When | was 6 or 7 years old, | sang almost
every day, and that drove my family crazy™. My brother
told me to shut up all the time and even threatened to
hit me, but | just ignored him.
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(MVocal range: quang giong

vocal /'vaukl/: (thudc) giong (néi/hat)

range /reindz/: quang

Vi du: Mariah Carey is the singer having the largest vocal
range.

@Vocal transition: chuyén giong (giira cac am vuc).
transition /traen'zifn/: sy chuyén d8i, chuyén tiép

Vi du: Only professional singers can do the vocal
transition smoothly.

®Have got a lot on one's plate: ban ron, co rat nhiéu
viéc phai lam.

plate /plert/: dia (dung thirc an)

Vidu: I can’t handle this task anymore. | have already got
a lot on my plate.

®Drive sbh crazy: khién ai d6 phat dién.

drive /drarv/: lai (xe)

crazy /'kreizi/: dién

Vi du: He kept driving me crazy by repeating every word
| said.
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Decoration

1. What's the decoration like in your home?

- Well, | just can't find the right words to describe it because | haven't really decorated it. | just bought a few

small plants, a picture, and that’s it.

2. What kind of decoration do you prefer?

- | don't really know what “types of decoration” are out
there actually, but I'll go for anything that’s simple. You
could say I'm a minimalist®. | only buy the necessary
things for my home.

3. Do Vietnamese people like decorating their home?

- Sure. Just like everyone else inthe world, Viethamese
people also decorate their home with a whole lot of
things: pictures, plants, toy figures®?, .. | think it's
just normal. You know, everyone wants to make their
house look better, right?

4. What's your favourite colour when decorating your
home?

- Anything that's bright®, maybe something between
white and yellow. You know my skin and my mind are
dark already, so | prefer something in contrast.
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MMinimalist /'mmimslist/: ngudi theo chd nghia toi
gian.

Vi du: | don't really decorate my house much because
I'm a minimalist.

@Toy figure: mo hinh d6 chaoi.

toy /to1/: d6 choi

figure /'figjer/: hinh dang, nhan vat

Vi du: Some toy figures from famous brands like Gucci
are very expensive.

*Ghi cha: tir bright c6 thé dung d€ néi vé mau sac va
ca nhimng th&r mang tinh triru tugng hon.

Vi du: | want a shirt in a bright colour. (T6i muén mét
chiéc do0 sdng mau - ndi vé mau sac).

| believe you're gonna have a very bright future. (Toi
tin anh sé c6 mét tuong lai rdt tuoi sang — nghia triru
tuong).

On the bright side, this change will increase our
company’s revenue. (V€& mat tich cuc, su thay d6i nay sé
lam tdng doanh thu cuda céng ty).
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1.7

1. Do students learn maths in secondary schools in Vietham?

- Of course. Actually, they have to learn maths from primary school until the end of high school. It's a
compulsory subject, and | also think it's necessary for everyone.

2. Do you think maths is difficult?

- It depends. Some basic maths like making
calculations is quite easy. However, things get much
more challenging when it comes to something
complex like solving a long, big equation® or doing a
trigonometric calculation®.

3. What can people do with maths in their daily life?

- There’s a lot. | think maths exists in every aspect of
our life. You know, everyone needs to calculate their
own expenses and many other things — that's maths.
Some jobs even require more complex and advanced
maths. For example, an engineer has to do a bunch of
things with geometry® and other stuff; an accountant
has to deal with tons of calculations every day. See,
maths is important to all of us.

4. Do you learn maths now? Why/why not?

- Not formally®, but yes. | learn it through my everyday
job. | also read some books about maths, but not
something that we learn in high school or university. |
prefer something that's more applicable.
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(WEquation /1’kwerzn/: Phuong trinh

Vi du: I am clueless about chemical equations.
@Trigonometric calculation: phép tinh lugng giac
Trigonometric / trigena'metrik/: lugng giac
Calculation / kelkju'leifn/: phép tinh

Vi du: I find it so difficult to do trigonometry calculations
during Maths lessons.

®Geometry /dzi'a:matri/: hinh hoc
Vi du: I think I'm better at geometry than arithmetic.

@Formally /'forrmali/: mét cach chinh thong

Vi du: Although she was not formally trained as a history
teacher, she is widely respected for her knowledge of
the period.

Luu y: TUr “formal” khi néi vé cach st dung ngén ngir
hodc cach an mac sé mang nghia “trang trong, nghiém
tac”. Tuy nhién khi str dung tir nay trong chua dé giao
duc, n6é sé mang nghia “chinh thong — dugc dao tao tai
mot t8 chic gido duc chinh quy”.

Vi du: The majority of children nowadays have access to
formal education. (Hau hét tré em hién nay déu cé thé
tiép can vdi gido duc chinh quy - gido duc tai cdc co s&
chinh thdng/ dugc céng nhan).
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Being Happy

1. Is there anything that makes you feel happy lately?
- Yes. | just won a lottery 3 days ago, and I'm still on
cloud nine®. It's over 1 million dollars, you know, and
| still wonder whether | should throw it into real estate
or the stock market, or maybe | should take the advice
of Elon Musk and get some bitcoin.

2. What do you do to stay happy?

— Keep a positive attitude. You know, being happy is
a state of mind, and we can control our thinking to
achieve that. Bad things come and go. What we need
to dois just to keep a positive attitude, and happiness
will be there with us. Don't rant and rave®. It just
makes things worse.

3. Can you stay happy all the time?

— No, of course. I'm just like every other human on
earth. My mood goes up and down from time to time®.
| believe no one can stay happy all the time. They have
to feel blue® sometimes. That makes us human, you
know.

4. Is it important to be happy?

- Of course. When we're happy with something, we
have more motivation to keep on doing other things.
Life is gloomy® and dark without happiness.
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MOn cloud nine (idiom): rat vui
Vi du: I was on cloud nine when | received my test result.

@Rant and rave (idiom): kéu ca phan nan.

rant /rent/: phan nan

rave /rerv/: néi Ién (khi tic gian), néi say sua

Vi du: Instead of sitting there, ranting and raving, you'd
better spend time thinking of the solution.

®From time to time: doi khi, khong thuong xuyén.
Vi du: She has to work at weekends from time to time.
@Feel blue: cam thay budn rau.

Vi du: After his cat’s death, he always feels blue.

®Gloomy /'glu:mi/: am dam.
Vi du: It was a wet and gloomy day, so | just stayed at
home for the whole day.
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1. What sports did you do when you were a kid?

— To be honest, I've never been a sporty person®, not
even in my childhood. The only sport | played as a
child was football, but | only played when my friends
asked me to. If video games were counted as® sports,
then yeah, | have another one on my list.

2. What's your favourite sport? Why?

- As | said, sport isn't really my thing, so | don't like
any particular sport. If | had to choose, | think it would
be video games. You know, now video games are
officially recognised as® “e-sports”, so | think it's a
valid answer® to this question.

3. Have you ever watched a live sports match before?

MA sporty person: mot ngudi thich thé thao

Sporty /'spo:rti/: thudc vé thé thao

Vi du: He’s a sporty person. He plays many sports like
football, volleyball or basketball.

@Be counted as something: dugc tinh nhula ...

Count /'spo:rti/: xem |a, xem nhu

Vi du: We don’t usually talk, so | don't think he should be
counted as my friend.

©®Be officially recognised: dugc cong nhan chinh thic
Officially /o'fifoli/: m§t cach chinh thic

Recognise /'rekagnaiz/: cong nhan

Vi du: The bowling game is not officially recognized as
a sport.

@A valid answer: cau tra |oi hop |é

Valid /'valid/: hop 1€

Answer /'ansor/: cau tra loi

Vi du: You are required to provide a valid answer.
Otherwise, your team will lose this game.

— Never. When | was at uni, the campus was right next to a stadium, but I've never been inside. | also have no
desire to watch a live match since | can't stand being in crowded places.

4. Are you a fan of any sports teams? Why?

- | was a fan of a football club called Arsenal based in England, but it was nearly 20 years ago. | liked the
club but not because of the club itself. It was because of a player named Thierry Henry. But it was a long time

ago. Now I'm not a fan of any team.
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Recycle

1. Do you recycle now? Why? MCardboard /'ka:rdbo:rd/: bia cac tong
- Yes, but it depends on the material of the item. If it's Vi du: This model is made of cardboard.
a plastic bottle, I'll just throw it away because most

plastics become toxic when used too many times. But

if it's cardboard® or metal, the item can be recycled

and used for other purposes.

2. Did you recycle when you were a kid? @Get rid of: loai bé mot thir gi d6

- No. | actually had no idea about recycling at that Vi du: He is trying to get rid of smoking.
time. | just simply got rid of® any used items. Maybe

my parents did tell me something about recycling, but

| just couldn’t remember.

i i 2 . R .
3. Will you recycle in the future? @Have concern over something: quan tam/ quan ngai

- Yes. Recycling is a necessary thing to do. If we just v mét diéu gi dé.

throw everything away after just one use, it would be  Concern /ken'ss:rn/: lo lang, quan ngai

a huge waste, and sometimes it can be damaging to Vi du: Many people are having concern over bullying at
the environment, too. | have a lot of concern over®  schools.

environmental problems, you know, so recycling is

something I'll surely do.
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1. Did you go on a picnic when you were a child?

- Yes, a few times, mostly with my school. When | was
in primary school, the school held a field trip® about
once or twice per year, and we usually had a picnic on
those occasions.

2. How often do you go on a picnic now?

MA field trip: chuyén di thuc té

Field /fi:ld/: (c6ng viéc) quan sat, thuc té

Vi du: Children are very interested in the annual field
trips held by their schools.

- Now | no longer have time for that. You know, | spend about over 10 hours per day at work, even on
Saturdays, and a few hours on Sunday. So, | just have almost no time left for things like picnics. | often use
the little free time | have for repairing stuff at home or cooking.

3. Where do you go on a picnic?

- If I went on a picnic now, | think I'd choose Central
Park in New York. I've always wanted to go to the
US and have a picnic in the park there. And besides,
Central Park looks really great in pictures, so I'm really
curious®? about what it actually looks like in reality.

4. What is the difference between cooking at a picnic
and cooking at home?

— There are a lot of differences, you know. For
example, it's easier when we cook at home because
we can keep all the ingredients in the fridge and take
them out whenever we need. But when it comes to a
picnic, we need to find a way to preserve food because
we can't carry a fridge alongside®. Usually food can't
be kept for too long, or it'll go off.
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@Curious /'kjurias/: t0 Mo
Vi du: Children are very curious about the wildlife.

@Carry something alongside: mang theo cai gi bén
minh

Carry /'keeri/: mang theo

Alongside /3 1o:n'said/: bén canh, doc theo

Vi du: | always carry a flashlight alongside when | go
camping.
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List

1. Do you make a list when you shop? (Forgetful /for'getfl/: hay quén
- Yes. I'm a forgetful® person, so it's impossible  Vidu: She has become very forgetful in recent years.
for me to do the shopping without a list. | did try to
go without a list a couple of times, but | ended up

forgetting one or two things.

2. Do you make a list for your work? @Keep track of something: theo sat mét thir gi d6

- Yes. I make ato-do list every day based onabigplan  Track /trek/: dau, vét

that I've prepared for the whole year. | think a list like  Vidu: I can keep track of things pretty well, even without
this is very important at work since it allows us to keep  ato-do list.

track of® the things we need to do.

3. Do you make a list for your work?

- | think there are 2 types of people who do this. Some people have an excellent memory, so they can keep
everything in their mind without writing it down. The second type are those who have no idea what they need
to do, so there's no need for them to make a list.

4. Do you prefer to make a list on paper or your phone?

- Personally, | prefer paper. Though it can sometimes be inconvenient because | have to carry a notebook
with me all the time, | find it more effective than taking notes on a phone. Using a phone can be distracting
sometimes since | may get distracted reading a message or watching something.
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Trees

1. Have you ever planted trees?

— No, | have never planted a tree in my entire life
because | haven't had the chance to plant one.
However, if an opportunity arises, | will grow a maple
tree in my garden since it's such an iconic® tree of my
favorite nation, Canada.

2. Do you keep plants at home?

- Yes, | keep a small cactus, which is a popular
houseplant® since it is so low-maintenance, you can
just put it on your desk and forget about it. Having
some greenery around the house greatly reduces my
stress levels and helps me to focus better.

3. Do you know anything about growing plants?

- I'm not a farmer or a gardener®, so my knowledge
about this is rather limited, but | guess you just need
to water® the plant and let it enjoy some sunlight
everyday?

Mlconic /ar'ka:nik/: mang tinh biéu tuong
Vi du: Dover and the White Cliffs hold iconic status in
British history.

@Houseplant /'hausplent/: cdy nha
Vi du: My mom really love green spaces, so we have
many kinds of houseplants in our house.

®Gardener /'ga:rdnar/: ngudi lam vuon

Vi du: We employ a gardener two days a week.

@Water /'wo:tar/: tudi (cay)

Vi du: My hobby is watering the plants in my garden
every morning.

4. Do you think places with trees attract more visitors than places with few trees?

- This is a no-brainer. Places with trees such as parks will have more visitors because of the fresh air and
cool shade that they provide, which can help people escape the scorching heat of the city.
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1. Do you like visiting museums?

- Certainly, I'm a history buff() so going to museums
is one of my favorite pastimes®. Looking at historical
artefacts® like guns and blades makes me feel like a
kid in a candy store.

2. Are there any museums in your hometown?

- No. | don't think so. My hometown has an uneventful
past®, so no important historical events took place
there, which means there is no museum.

New Year celebrations

1. How do you celebrate New Year? Do you have any
ceremonies to celebrate the New Year in your country?

- Most Vietnamese people consider the Lunar New
Year, which often occurs after the end of the calendar
year, as the true new year. On this day, we usually just
stay at home and enjoy a hearty meal® or pray to our
forefathers®. | think this is a good way to improve
family relationships.

2. Do you still remember a new year that you
celebrated?

— Definitely. | still remember in 2020 when the
pandemic® was really bad, | couldn't go back to
my hometown and visit my family because the
government restricted travel. Therefore, | had to spend
the new year on my own in my apartment, which made
me realize the value of family gatherings®.
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MHistory buff: nguoi mé st

Buff /baf/: ngudi yéu thich mét chd dé/linh vuc/hoat
dong nao do

Vi du: They were a group of history buffs who used to
meet every Thursday evening.

@Pastime /'paestarm/: thu tiéu khién

Vi du: Fishing is an enjoyable pastime for people of all
ages.

@ Historical artefacts: hién vat lich str

Artefact /'a:rtifekt/: hién vat

Vi du: The museum displays many historical artefacts.

@Uneventful past: qua khir ém dém

Uneventful /anr'ventfl/: binh thuong, khéng cé gi dac
biét xay ra

Past /paest/: qua khu

Vi du: The couple had an uneventful past, so there's
nothing much to talk about their life.

(MWHearty meal: bira an thinh soan

Hearty /'ha:rti/: I16n, thinh soan

Vi du: Wow that’s a lot! | have never had such a hearty
meal in my life!

@Forefather /'fo:rfa:dar/: to tién

Vi du: Our forefather has fought against the enemy to
reclaim victory for our nation.

®Pandemic /pan'demik/: dai dich

Vi du: People are not allowed to travel abroad during the
pandemic.

@Family gatherings: sum hop gia dinh

Gathering /'gaedoarim/: budi hop mat

Vi du: On Tet holiday, | travel back to my hometown to
have family gatherings.
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Work/ Study

1. Do you miss being a student?

- Sometimes, the only part | recall most often is
how carefree® | was when | was a student. Some of
my friends wished that they could go back to high
school but not me, not in a million years®. | couldn't
remember how many times | went bananas® dealing
with science subjects.

2. Do you like your job?

- Honestly, | am constantly under a lot of pressure,
but at the end of the day®, realizing how many people
| have helped really motivates me to continue. | guess,
what | love most about my job is it gives me a sense
of belonging®.

3. Why did you choose to do that type of work (or that
job)?

- | wasn't sure of why | became a teacher in the first
place, but it grew on me gradually. | enjoy sharing and
teaching enables me to do that on a broadscale®. It
is also rewarding® knowing my knowledge can help
change my students for the better.

4. What technology do you use at work?

- Most of the classrooms at my school are ill-
equipped® so there are not many facilities to support
me at work. Well, | do use a computer on a daily basis
to prepare lessons and sometimes, to entertain my
students.

5. Do you prefer to study in the mornings or in the
afternoons?

- | am not an early bird® so it's extremely hard for
me to concentrate during class in the mornings. | find
myself more productive in afternoon lessons while
my friends have a hard time concentrating during that
time.
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Mcarefree /'ker. fri:/ (adj): vo tu

Vi du: Robert remembered the old days when he was a
carefree child.

@not in a million years /nat in s 'miljen jirz/ (idiom):
khéng bao gi&

Vi du: I don't think that my parents will believe your story,
not in a million years.

®go bananas / gau ba'na:nas/ (idiom): phat dién

Vi du: Suzie went bananas because she couldn’t cope
with the heavy workload.

@at the end of the day /=t i end bv ds der/ (idiom):
sau cung thi

Vi du: At the end of the day, my decision remains the
same.

®a sense of belonging /s sens bv/ (phrase): cam giac
thudc vé

Vi du: Sarah’s home always gives her a sense of
belonging.

®broadscale /'brodskeil/ (adj): quy mo Ign

Vi du: In the meantime, it is a challenge to come up with
any broadscale solution to improve global warming.
Mrewarding /ri'wo:r. dim/ (adj): bé ich

Vi du: Taking part in this cultural festival is actually a
rewarding experience for me.

®ill-equipped / 1l. r’kwipt/ (adj): trang bj kém, khéng du
kha nang

Vi du: Due to the poor-designed curriculum, many
students graduate from school ill-equipped for adult life.

®early bird /'3-.1i bzd/ (n): ngudi ludn thic day sém
Vi du: As an early bird, | always get up early and have my
breakfast before 7 am.
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7. Are you looking forward to working?

- Definitely. | can't wait to experience a professional
working environment where | can apply my knowledge
into practice”. In fact, | am applying for an intern
position in a top-notch(® tech company which only
accepts a small number of applicants every year.

8. Do you like your major?

- Of course. My parents weren't very supportive
at first because hospitality is a highly competitive
major('?, But | believe my personality really suits this
major and | can experience working in different fields
after graduating.

9. Why did you choose to study that major?

- My best friend gave me the idea of becoming an
Event organizer when we were in 12th grade. She told
me that | was gifted at hosting events throughout our
high school years and had great leadership skills("?,
suggesting that | would bloom(? if | pursued a career
in that major.

10. What subjects are you studying?

- | am currently undertaking Crisis management and
Event organization in my third semester. | have to
admit, the lecturers at my school have great expertise
and provide many insights(® into the hospitality
industry.

11. What technology do you use when you study?

(19%top-notch / ta:p'na:tf/ (adj): cao cap, thuong luu

Vi du: My department has just been equipped with top-
notch facilities.

(Mapply someone’s knowledge into practice: (g dung
kién thurc clia ai d6 vao thuc tién

Vi du: Passive students rarely apply their knowledge into
practice.

(2highly competitive major /haili kem'petitiv 'merdza/:
chuyén nganh day canh tranh

Vi du: Although it is a highly competitive major, | am glad
that I've chosen the most suitable major for me.

(3]eadership skills /'li:dsfip skilz/: k¥ nang lanh dao
Vi du: It is essential for students to learn collaboration
and leadership skills at a young age.

(9bloom /bluzm/ (v): NG rd

Vi du: My son’s music talent bloomed sooner than I'd
expected.

(9insight /'in.sart/ (n): cai nhin sau sac
Vi du: This field trip provided me with plenty insights into
the poverty’s life.

- Mainly my computer, to do assignments and prepare presentations. Most of the assignments at my
university have to be done online and | couldn’t imagine going to school without my computer.
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Home/Accommodation

1. What do you usually do in your flat?

— Nothing much, just ordinary things®™ like cooking
and resting after a long day at work. | sometimes treat
myself with® a cup of tea while enjoying the sunset
because the balcony of my apartment has a clear city
view.

2. What room does your family spend most of the time
in?

— The kitchen, for sure. Like most Asian families, our
kitchen and dining room are adjoined®, and we spend
much of the day there eating and chatting. It is always
cozy® and full of laughter® sitting in the kitchen
together with my family members.

3. Can you describe the place where you live?

- | live on the 22nd floor of a newly built building in
District 5. We recently moved in and refurbished®
the whole place. The walls are painted in pastel pink,
my favorite color, and there is a small garden on the
balcony of our apartment.

4. What's the difference between where you are living
now and where you lived in the past?

- | used to stay in a two-storey house( in District 12,
which took me more than an hour to get to school.
Now that I've moved to a more central area, commuting
isn't a big problem anymore and many amenities®
like shopping malls and cinemas are within walking
distance of® my house.

5. Do you plan to live there for a long time?

- Definitely. The location is ideal and the security here
is much better compared to the neighborhood where
| used to live. There are enough rooms for everyone
in my family and the cost of living here is more
affordable(?.
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Mordinary things: nhimg diéu binh thudng

Vi du: My life is quite boring since | am stuck with doing
ordinary things everyday.

@treat myself with something: thudng cho ban than
mot cdi gi do

Vi du: In her day-off, she usually treats herself with a
short vacation.

®adjoin /a'dzoin/ (v): lién ké

Vi du: Laos and Thailand adjoin Vietnam.

®cozy /'kou.zi/ (adj) &m ap

Vi du: This house gives me a cozy atmosphere.

®full of laughter /ful v 'la:fta/: day ti€ng cudi

Vi du: He has the ability to make the class covering full
of laughter

®refurbish / ri:'fz. bif/ (v): tan trang
Vi du: My school’s campus was refurbished and
expanded last year.

(Mtwo-storey house / tu:-'sto:ri haus/: nha 2 tang

Vi du: His family has just moved to a two-storey house.
®amenity /o'men.a.ti/ (n): tién nghi

Vi du: In developing countries, many areas lack of of
basic amenities such as electricity.

Owithin walking distance of / wi'dm 'wo:kin 'distens
tuz/: gan dau do, cé thé di bo dugce

Vi du: I can go to my school within walking distance.

(9affordable /o'fo:r.da.bal/ (adj): c6 thé chitra
Vi du: This branch sells fashionable products at
affordable prices.
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6. How long have you lived there?

- Two months. | am still not very familiar with the
surrounding area", but | like exploring new places, so
everything has been great so far. But | can't sleep well
at night because the dog next door keeps barking!

7. What part of your home do you like the most?

— The balcony, without a doubt. Like I've mentioned,
| planted myself a small garden with different kinds
of flowers to add more color to my apartment. | didn’t
know | was into('? gardening and now | am planning to
grow some vegetables!

8. Please describe the room you live in.

("Msurrounding area /sa'raundin 'earia/: khu vuc xung
quanh

Vi du: The crime rate in my surrounding area has
increased significantly.

(2(be) into / 'intu:/: thich mot cai gi dé
Vi du: She was not really into science subject when she
was young.

— Well, there are posters of my favorite Korean girl group - BLACKPINK - everywhere on the walls. My bed is
placed in the corner to avoid the sun in the morning and my study corner is opposite that. | am thinking of

refurbishing, but | haven't saved enough money yet.

9. Do you prefer living in a house or a flat?

- I'd go for a flat. It would save me a lot of time cleaning if | lived in a smaller place. Besides, it usually costs

less to rent a flat than an entire house.

10. Are the transport facilities near your home very
good?

- I'm not sure. | haven't paid too much attention to
that, but | haven't had any difficulty travelling around
since living there. However, the roads in front of my
building should be expanding soon, so there will be
less traffic'® congestion(4,

11. What kind of house or flat do you want to live in in
the future?

- A small apartment for two or three people is good
enough for me. But there has to be a large kitchen
because that is where my family and | spend most of
our time. Other than that, a balcony is a must-have(®
addition.
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(3traffic /'treef. 1k/ (n): giao thong

(%congestion /ken'dzes.tfon/ (n): déng duc, tic nghén
Vi du: The government should establish new regulations
to reduce traffic congestion in the city.

(must-have / mast-haev/: phai co
Vi du: | believe a washing machine is a must-have
equipment that every household should have.
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1.18

1. Please describe your hometown a little. (How long
have you been living there? /Is that a big city or a
small place?)

- | was born and brought up® in Ho Chi Minh city, the
financial hub@ of Vietnam. Living here for more than
20 years, I'm confident to say that | have the map of
this city in the palm of my hand®. It is a bustling city,
with people from every corner of Vietnam.

2. What do you like (most) about your hometown?
(Do you like living there? /Do you like your hometown?)

- What | love most about this city is its cultural
diversity®. HCMC welcomes people from different
parts of the country and even foreigners, allowing me
to come into contact with® a wide range of cuisine
and culture. It never gets boring living here.

3. Is there anything you dislike about it?

- Sometimes, | just want to get away® because the
pace of life™ here is so fast and busy. As this is a city of
opportunity, it can be very stressful at times because
you can feel left behind® if you're not making any
progress. Also, noise and air pollution are everywhere
here, so it is harmful to® people’s health.

4. Do you think you will continue living there for a long
time?

- | haven't thought of moving anywhere yet, and this
place is home to me. I'd probably consider living in a
foreign country for a couple of years® to step out of
my comfort zone®™, but I'd certainly come back and
settle down(? here.
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(Mbring up someone / briy ap 'samwan/ (phr.v): nuoi
dudng, cham séc mét ai d6

Vi'du: | was brought up by my grandparents until | was 5.
@financial hub / far'nanfsl hab/ (n): trung tam tai chinh
Vi du: Hanoi city is not only the capital but also the
financial hub of Vietnam.

®jn the palm of my hand /in 8s pa:m bv mai heend/:
trong long ban tay cla t6i

Vi du: The plan was in the palm of his hand.

@cultural diversity / kaltfaral dar'vasiti/: sy da dang
van hod

Vi du: Cultural diversity helps people recognize and
respect others religions.

®come into contact with / kam 'Imtu: 'kontaekt wid/:
tiép xuc véi

Vi du: You should be careful not come into contact with
those poison mushrooms.

©®get away / get a'wer (phr. v): tranh xa, thoat khoi

Vi du: | will definitely get away from this boring job as
soon as possible.

Mthe pace of life / s peis bv laif/: nhip sdng

Vi du: John gets overwhelmed by the fast pace of life in
this city.

®]eft behind / left br'hamnd: bi bo lai

Vi du: Tourists often left behind trash and plastic bags at
tourist destinations.

®harmful to / ha:mful /: cé hai cho

Vi du: Drinking too much sweet drinks can be harmful to
people’s health.

(19a couple of years / s 'kapl bv jiaz/: mot vai nam
Vi'du: In the next couple of years, | will probably go to Ho
Chi Minh city to start my adult life.

(Wstep out of someone’s comfort zone / step aut pv
'ssmwanz 'kamfat zaun/: di ra khoi ving an toan cla
ai do

Vi du: Many young people choose studying abroad to
step out of their comfort zone.

(2)gettle down / setl daun /(phr. v): 6n dinh

Vi du: He doesn't think that settling down with anyone at
a young age is a good idea.
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The area you live In

1. Do you like the area that you live in?

- | live quite far from the city center and try to steer
clear of® all the hustle® and bustle®. | find this area
really calming so | usually spend most of my free
time at home. Not to mention, the neighbors here are
incredibly hospitable®, yet never stick their nose in
any of my business®.

2. What are some changes in the area recently?

— Not much, even though | asked for the road in
front of our houses to be repaired. However, | noticed
that there was a new family moving in last week and
they brought a dog so | hope it wouldn't cause any
disturbance® to the area.

3. Do you know any famous people in your area?

— As this place is far from the city center, | doubt
that any famous people would choose to live in such
a remote area™. | guess it's a good thing, because
everyone here wants to keep a low profile® so any
attention, even not on them, can be disturbing.

4. Where do you like to go in that area?

— There is a small river behind my house, so | go
there once or twice a week in the afternoon to go for a
stroll® and watch the sunset. | wish | could do it more
often, but I'm always caught up at work(® and come
home late at night.
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(Msteer clear of somebody/something / stia klior bv
'sambadi/'sam@i/ (phr. v): trdnh xa khdi ai d6/ cai gi
do

Vi du: You should keep your presentation steered clear
of political issues.

@hustle /'has. a1/ (n): nhon nhip

®bustle /'bas. a1/ (n): héi ha

Vi du: The hustle and bustle of Ho Chi Minh city make
me feel overwhelmed.

@hospitable /hos'pit.a. bal/ (adj): hiéu khach

Vi du: The locals were extremely hospitable to all the
tourists.

®stick their nose in something / stik des navz In
'sam@1y / (idiom): xia mii vao chuyén gi d6

Vi du: She is such a talkative person, who always sticks
her nose in everyone’s affairs.

®disturbance /dr'sts. bans/ (n): sy quay ray
Vi du: She couldn’t focus on her test due to the
disturbance came from the market.

(Mremote area / ri'moaut 'earts /(N): ving sau vung xa
Vi du: Most remote areas in my hometown are difficult
to get to.

®keep a low profile / ki:p s lau 'prauvfail/ (idiom): trdnh
gay suchuy

Vidu: As a celebrity, he always tries to keep a low profile
whenever he goes out.

©go for a stroll / gau foir » stravl/: di dao

Vi du: The elderly in my country loves to go for a stroll,
especially in the morning.

(1%¢caught up at work / ko:t ap at wa:k/: ¢6 rat nhiéu
viéc d€ lam

Vi du: I've been caught up at work for more than 3 days.
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1. Is it easy for you to remember people’s names?

- To be honest, I'm quite terrible at it. | am always
having such a hard time trying to remember people’s
names; however, | do recall® people’s faces very well.

2. How do you remember people’s names?

- | have never really thought about that, but | guess
what | always do is attach their name to words that
have similar sounds so | can relate more easily.
Instinctively® | also say their names out loud® to
create an impression.

3. How do you feel when people can’ t remember your
name?

- I've never been in such a situation, but | would
probably be fine with it, probably because I'm not so
good at names myself. | do know many of my friends
who would make a fuss over® it, as they believe it is
disrespectful to forget people’s names.

4. Do you often forget people’s names?

- Yes, most of the time. | talk to dozens of people
on a daily basis® as a part of my job, so | think it is
justifiable® if such information slips my mind® easily.
It can be quite embarrassing sometimes, if | bump into
someone® who | had met several times before without
remembering their name.
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Mrecall /'rizka:l/ (v): nhé lai
Vi du: The police asked her to recall the incident last
night.

@instinctively /in'stigk.tivli/ (adv): theo ban nang

Vi du: Alex instinctively recognized that Alice was lying
to him.

®say out loud / ser aut lavd/: n6i mét diéu gi d6 thanh
tiéng

Vi du: My mother told me that if | have any opinion, |
should say it out loud.

“make a fuss over / meik o fas 'auva / (idiom): danh sy
chua y, cham séc cho ai dé hoac cai gi dé

Vi du: My teacher never makes a fuss over our
grammatical mistakes.

®on a daily basis /on » 'deili 'beisis/: hang ngay

Vi du: Almost every Vietnamese people drink coffee on
a daily basis.

®justifiable /'dzas.ta.far.a.bal/ (adj): chinh dang

Vi du: Unless you have a justifiable reason for your
absence, you will be minus half of your midterm score.
Mslip my mind / slip mai maind/: quén mét diéu gi dé
Vi'du: | forgot to submit my assignment to the professor,
it completely slipped my mind.

®bump into someone / bamp 'Intu: 'samwan/: va vao
ai do

Vi du: | happened to bump into my ex-boyfriend in the
middle of the street.

301 ZIM



Window view

1. What scenery can you see from the window of your
home/dormitory?

- I'm living in a house in a small alley so the only thing
| get to see clearly every day is probably my neighbors’
garden. It is quite pleasing looking at it since he plants
a variety of flowers such as roses, orchids®, and
sunflowers. Occasionally, if | get up early enough, | can
watch the sunrise from the window of my bedroom on
the third floor.

2. Do you like to watch the scenery from your window?

— To be honest, there isn't much of a captivating®
window view where | live so | have no interest in doing
so. However, when traveling, | always go for a room
with beach or mountain views because it gives me a
sense of connection to nature®.

3. Do you want to live in a house with beautiful window
views?

- | would say yes. Coming home after a hard day at
work and admiring the beautiful views sounds ideal to
me. Unfortunately, what | get right now at my current
place is just dull® walls in a concrete jungle®.

4. How do you feel when you can't see any beautiful
view from your window?

- We do not always get to choose the view from
our home, so | don't take such a matter seriously®.
Regardless, it would be awesome having a place with
breathtaking® views that can sooth our mind®, at
times it can be quite depressing surrounded by four
walls
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Morchid /'o:rkid/ (n): cay hoa lan
Vi du: On our parents’ first date, my dad gave my mom a
bouquet of orchid.

@captivating /'kep.ta.vertm/ (adj): hap dan

Vi du: This is the most captivating movie I've ever seen.
®a sense of connection to nature / s sens bv ka'nekfon
tu: 'nertfa/: cam giac hoa minh véi thién nhién

Vi du: Participating in this field trip gives me a sense of
connection to nature.

@dull /dal/ (adj): ndng né, nham chan

Vi du: All of the articles in this newspaper are quite dull.
®concrete jungle / ka:mn.kri:t 'dzan.gal/ (n): nhimg toa
nha & thanh phd

Vi du: The park has been transformed into a concrete
jungle for the past few months.

©take something/someone seriously / teik 'sam6iy/
'samwan 'star1asli/: coi trong mot viéc gi d6/ mét ai d6
Vi du: The police should take public transport
pickpocketing seriously.

(Mbreathtaking /'bredter.kin/ (adj): tran 1€, ngoan muc

Vi du: Ha Long Bay’s breathtaking landscapes has
attracted many foreign tourists.

®soothe someone’s mind / su:d 'samwanz maind/: thu
gian dau 6c

Vi du: Listening to lo-fi music can help you soothing your
mind.
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Farming

1. Have you visited a farm?

— Well, | was born and raised in a metropolitan® area,
so | have never set foot in® a farm. But | wouldn't miss
the chance to visit one in the future, probably when |
travel to the southern part of Vietnam.

2. What kind of farm do you like?

- Since I've never visited one, I'm quite clueless® about
what type of farm I'd like. | guess there are ethical®
farms where animals are treated humanely® and given
proper nutrients® or organic™ farms where there are
no pesticides® or genetically modified foods®.

3. Do you think farming is important?

— Certainly, especially to developing countries like
Vietnam or Thailand. Farming is an integral®® part
of the food industry since it provides a significant
amount of produce like eggs, milk, and grains. Not to
mention, farming also creates many jobs for those
living in the countryside.
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metropolitan / met.ra'pa:la.tan/ (adj): lién quan dén
doi thi

Vi du: He thinks it a big challenge to seek for job’s
opportunities in metropolitan areas.

@get foot in / sct fut in /: d4t chan dén dau dé

Vi du: | had never set foot in a ghost house before
because | was so scared!

®clueless /'klu:las/ (adj): khéng biét gi

Vi du: Most Vietnamese are completely clueless about
the long-term consequences of COVID-19.

@ethical /'eB.1.kal/ (adj): cé dao dirc

Vi du: Animal testing can be considered as an unethical
experimental method.

®humanely /hju:'mein.li/ (adv): nhan dao

Vi du: The authorities should treat their prisioners more
humanely by removing the death penalty.

®nutrient /'nu:.tri.ant/ (n): chat dinh dudng

Vi du: Fish can provide humans with a remarkable
amount of nutrients and vitamins.

Morganic /o:r'gen.k/ (n): hitu co

Vi'du: Organic farm model has been implemented widely
in many developed countries.

®pesticide /'pes.ta.said/ (n): thudc trir sau

Vi du: Using pesticides on plants can damage people’s
health.

©genetically modified food /dzi'netik(a)li 'modifard
fu:d/: thuc pham bién dai gen

Vi du: Genetically modified food has to be banned
completely.

(%9integral /'in.ta.gral/ (adj): quan trong
Vi du: The visual illustrations are an integral part of this
project.
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4. Did you do farm work when you were young? (Wbackyard / baekiazrd/ (n): san sau

- Like | mentioned, | never had the chance to try but Vi du: My neighbour’s house has the biggest backyard
| did try growing vegetables in the backyard®™ of my inthe area.

grandfather's house 2 years ago. It was summertime

so | spent 2 months gardening with him in my

hometown.
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New Year

1. How do you celebrate New Year?

- Well, when New Year is coming, | usually clean,
organize my bedroom, and throw away old things. On
New Year's Eve, my family gathers together, drinks
champagne®™ and watches the firework® display on
the rooftop of my house.

2. Do you still remember the new year that you
celebrated?

- If my memory serves me right, last year | bought a
cherry blossom and a kumquat tree as a present for
my parents. Moreover, last year was a special New
Year because of the Covid -19 pandemic, my family
couldn't go anywhere, we just paid a short visit to®
close relatives® to wish them the best luck and health.

3. Do you have any ceremonies to celebrate the New
Year in your country?

— Well in Vietnam, people are always looking forward
to® the fireworks display on New Year's Eve. Thisis a
once-a-year occasion, and therefore many youngsters
flock® to hot spots like Sword Lake or Thong Nhat
Park to watch the wonderful performance.

4. Why do people think New Year is a new beginning?

- | guess because it is considered as a time to turn
over anew leaf™. People create a New Year's resolution
to remind themselves of continuing good practice®,
changing undesired behavior and accomplishing
personal goals.
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(champagne /[zm'pein/ (n): rugu Champagne

Vi du: She always celebrates her birthday with a bottle
of champagne.

@firework /'fairws-k/ (n): phao hoa

Vi du: There is going to be a firework display tonight in
the city hall.

®pay a visit to: dén tham mét noi nao dé

Vi du: Despite being busy this month, he still tries to pay
a short visit to his grandparents’ home.

@close relatives / klous 'relativz/ (n): ho hang than
thiét

Vi du: Because of the heavy workload, | cannot visit my
close relatives regularly.

®look forward to something: mong ch& mét diéu gi dé
Vi du: His lessons are very engaging, which makes me
looking forward to it every week.

©®flock /flazk/ (v): tu hop, tu tap

Vi du: Thousands of people flocked to the semi-final
football match.

(Ma time to turn a new leaf(idiom): su khdi dau méi

Vi du: My 18th birthday was the time my life turned over
a new leaf.

®practice /'praek.tis/ (n): phong tuc tap quan

Vi du: People should preserve their country’s traditional
practice and customs.
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Home country

1. Which part of your country do you want to live in?

— Actually, | prefer living in the north, particularly
in Hanoi. It is a big city which provides plenty
of employment opportunities, amenities, and
recreational® places to the locals.

2. What makes you feel proud of your country?

— That's an interesting question. | take great pride in
our sense of solidarity® and patriotism® in Vietnam.
Moreover, | am proud of Viethamese cuisine. Although
it does not have any complexity in terms of cooking
preparation, traditional dishes are always an amazing
combination between fresh ingredients and intense®
flavors.

3. Do you know the history of your country well?

- | have to admit that | am a history enthusiast®. |
am keen on researching and reading about historical
events, because researching our history enriches my
knowledge a lot and | learn a lot of interesting facts!

4. Will you stay in Vietnam in the future?

— Frankly speaking, my plan is to go on with my
teaching job at my high school and therefore moving
out of Vietnam is not my intention. Moreover, | don't
want to live far away from my family which is always
the best mental support® whenever | have troubles.
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Mrecreational / rek.ri'er.fon.al/ (adj): lién quan dén hoat
dong vui choi giai tri

Vi du: You can find a lot of recreational places in the
city center.

@solidarity / sa:lr'der.a.ti/ (n): sy doan két

Vi du: Without solidarity among members, this company
can never achieve significant success.

®patriotism /'peLrtri.a.tr.zem/ (n): long yéu nudc

Vi du: The feeling of patriotism brings Viethamese
people closer.

@intense /mn'tens/ (adj): dam da

Vi du: | falled in love with sushi because of its inense
flavor.

®Ghistory enthusiast /'histari in'Oju:zizest/: ngudi thich
tim hiéu vé lich str

Vi du: As a history enthusiast, | think school should
change the way they teach history.

®mental support /mentl sa'pa:t/: hd trg vé mat tinh
than

Vi du: | got over depression thanks to the mental
support from my family and friends.
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Special costumes

1. Do you like to wear special costumes?

— To be honest, | prefer wearing normal outfits to
special costumes. | just wear special costumes like
Ao Dai on certain occasions such as a graduation
ceremony or a wedding of my relatives.

2. Did you try any special costumes when you were
young?

- Yes, | did. When I was a child, | was a big fan of Disney,
hence | was keen on® wearing special costumes like a
“princess dress” in Disney movies. You know, children
love this kind of stuff as it's like cartoon characters
“coming to life". However, when | became a teenager,
special costumes were never of any interest anymore.

3. When was your last time to wear special costumes?

— Let me recall, it was a long time ago when |
celebrated my 7th birthday. | put on a yellowish®
dress which was similar to the costume worn by the
main character in “Beauty and the Beast". | imagined
myself being a princess when wearing that outfit.
Remembering those good old days makes me miss
my childhood.

4. Have you ever bought special costumes?

- My very first special costume was bought by my
mother a long time ago. And frankly, since then | have
never bought a costume because | don't wear them
and find them to be a nonessential® item. Therefore, it
would be a waste of money to purchase an outfit that
| seldom® wear
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Mgraduation ceremony / graedju'eifan 'sermmani/: 1€ t6t
nghiép

Vi du: To some people, graduation ceremony is a one-
in-a lifetime occasion.

@Tobe keen on / to'bi: ki:n on/ (phr. v): thich mét cai
gi do

Vi du: To be honest, | am not really keen on science
subjects.

®yellowish /'jelauif/ (adj): c6 sac vang
Vi du: Although my mother is a fan of yellowish clothes,
| just cannot stand it.

®nonessential / na:n r'senfl/ (adj): khéng can thiét

Vi du: Buying nonessential items whenever | feel sad is
one of my bad habits.

®seldom /'seldom/ (adv): hiém khi

Vi du: She seldom uses her TV since the day she bought
her new laptop.
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1. What would you do to relax?

— To me, indulging myself in my hobbies is the best
way to let my hair down®. Whenever | have free time, |
will immerse myself in® a good book or binge watch®
a whole series on Netflix.

2. Do you think doing sports is a good way to relax?

- Yeah, | think so. Doing sport can burn calories® and
is a good way to take my mind off of things®. When
focusing on exercise, | can temporarily escape from
the pressure and tension® of daily life. Being active is
an effective form of relaxation.

3. Do you think vacation is a good time for you to relax?

- Absolutely yes! Life without vacation must be awful.
That's why companies provide employees paid leave
of absence so they can have some days off and chill
out. Holidays are the best time to recharge your energy
and refresh your mind®™.

4. Do you think students need more relaxing time?

— Without a doubt! You know, most schools today
require students to do a lot of homework, which puts
a lot of pressure on them. Therefore, providing them
with more relaxation time is an effective way to let
students blow off some steam before cramming® for
important exams.
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Mlet someone’s hair down / let 'samwanz hes daun/
(idiom): cho phép ban than thuw gian, vui vé

Vi du: | will definitely let my hair down after the final test.
@immerse yourself in something /i'ms:s jo:'self n
'sam@in/ (phrase): chim dam vao lam mot viéc gi dé
Vi du: Sometimes, immersing ourselves into the nature
is a good way for us to relax.

®hinge watch /'bindz wot[/ (v): xem phim

Vi du: The best method to relieve stress after a hard-
working day is a night of binge watching on Netflix.

@burn calories / b3:n 'kalariz/: d6t chay nang lugng
Vi du: Do you know that doing houseworks can burn a
huge amount of calories?

o take somebody mind off something: lam ai dé
ngung nghi vé diéu dé

Vi du: You've already broken up with him so please take
your mind of him.

®tension /'tenfn/ (n): cang thang

Vi du: The tension in my classroom just dissolves when
the teacher walks out.

®chill out /til aut/ (phr. v): thu gian

Vi du: Please chill out, the airplane is going to arrive in
an hour anyway.

(Mrefresh someone’s mind: thu gian tinh than

Vi du: A short trip can probably refresh your mind.

®cram /kreem/ (v): nhoi nhét
Vi'du: Unless you cram all of the knowledge in one week,
you will fail your test.
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Barbecue

1. Do Vietnamese people like barbecue?

- | think it depends. In fact, barbecue is not a
dish® in Vietnam, so in general
Vietnamese youngsters prefer outdoor barbecue
parties more so than the elderly. Besides, our barbecue
techniques are also different from those used in
western countries. We usually use marinated pork
ribs® mixed with some kinds of vegetables grilled over
charcoal.

conventional

2. What kind of food do you like to eat for barbecue?

— Actually, | am not a picky eater®; hence | can eat
anything. However, if | had to choose the thing | like
the most, | would go for grilled pork ribs. At a barbecue,
pork ribs are seasoned® perfectly with fish sauce and
chopped garlic. Looking at grilled ribs always makes
my mouth water®!

3. Would you like to have a barbecue with your family
or your friends?

- | definitely want to have a barbecue party with my
friends. It is a great way to strengthen friendships and
escape from the hustle and bustle of daily life. | take
a lot of pleasure in preparing, cooking, and enjoying
food with my besties®.

4. Did you have barbecue when you were a child?

— Sadly, | never experienced a barbecue when | was
little because my parents had no idea how to cook
western-type dishes. Moreover, at that time, let's say
15 years ago, barbecue did not catch on®™ in Vietnam
like today. Outdoor BBQs were once in a blue moon®!

This publication's user rights are given to
Ma& din hang: 004220428 | Phone: 0848846586 | Email: hoangmaichi2705@gmail.com

Mconventional dish /kan'venfanal dif/: mén an thong
thuong

Vi du: Rice, noodles, and breads are some popular
conventional dishes in Vietnam.

@marinated pork ribs /'meraneitid pork ribz/: suon
heo udp

Vi du: This restaurant sells the best marinated pork ribs
in town.

®picky eater /'piki 'i:te /(n): nguoi kén an

Vi du: My parents are picky eaters, so | always feel
uncomfortable when eating out with them.

@season /'siz.zan/ (v): ném ném

Vi du: A professional chef should master the seasoning
technique.

®make someone's mouth water (idiom): |lam ai d6 cam
thay thém thuong

Vi du: My mother makes my mouth water by her
signature dish.

©®bestie (n): ban than
Vi'du: I will always go for my bestie when | want to share
any difficulty.

(Mcatch on / kaetf on/ (phr. v): bat kip xu huéng

Vi du: Organic food has caught on as consumers have
become more health conscious.

®once in a blue moon(idiom): hiém khi

Vi du: Due to our conflict, my sister and I only talk once
in a blue moon.
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Flowers

1. What kinds of flowers do you know?

— Well, my sister in law is a florist™ so | am familiar
with some popular flowers such as daisies, roses,
and sunflowers to name a few. My favorite is actually
forget-me-not flowers. As the name implies, these
small and delicate flowers symbolize true love
memories. They're a sweet gesture and reminder of
never-ending love.

2. Are there any flowers that have special meaning in
Vietnam?

- | am not sure about this, in our country, giving white
flowers in general may be considered taboo®, simply
because they are synonymous® with death. So for
example, it's fine to give your girlfriend a bouquet of
red roses but if there is one white rose that man may
be beaten up®.

3. Have you ever planted any flowers?

- | did in the past but not anymore. | am an avid,
but novice® gardener, and | have planted some herb
seedlings™ at home, but when | tried my hand at
growing flowers, the seeds never germinate or even if
they sometimes did, they soon died after a few days.
That's why now | just go straight to a nearby nursery
and get my favorite flowers and take care of them later
at home.

3. Have you sent flowers to anyone?

- |'ve actually got into the habit of sending out flowers
to my friends and my family members. | think flowers
make a great gift choice as not only their vivid colors
can liven up a whole space and boost the recipient’s
mood®, but they can also speak volumes® since
each species of flora has its own meaning. That is to
say, if we want to express our feelings to someone or
apologize to them but we are too shy or ashamed to
do that, a certain type of flower would perfectly fit the
bill1,
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Mflorist /'florist/ (n): ngudi ban hoa
Vi du: | want to become a florist because I love different
kinds of flowers.

@taboo /ta'bu:/(n): diéu cam ky

Vi du: Giving out white flowers is probably a taboo in my
culture.

®synonymous with /srnon..mas/: tuong tu vdi

Vi du: Using more eco-friendly products is also
synonymous with protecting our environment.

@beat up /bi:t/(phr.v): gdy thuong tich

Vi du: The robber was arrested after being beaten up by
local people.

®liven up the whole space: lam séng dong mot khéng
gian

liven up /'lar-ven 'ap/, whole /houl/, space /speis/

Vi du: Adding some flowers to this room can live up the
whole space.

®novice /na:.vis/ (a): méi bat dau

Vi du: He claimed to be a novice guitar player, but the
way he played that song said otherwise.

Mherb seedlings /h3:b/ /'si:d.lm/: gidng cay thdo moc
Vi du: It's easier to plant a herb seedling than to sow
seeds and wait for them to grow.

®hboost sh's mood /bu:st/ /mu:d/: lam cho tam trang
cua ai do trd nén vui vé

Vi du: Listening to music can boost your mood

Ospeak volumes /'va:ljuimz/: c6 y nghia

Vidu: She didn’t say anything but her face spoke volumes
(19fit the bill (idiom): c6 du tiéu chuan

fit /fit/, bill /bil/

Vi du: She need a phone with the best battery life, so |
think a Samsung or Xiaomi would fit the bill better than
an Iphone.
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Advertisement

1. What kinds of advertisements do you watch?

— As a technophile®™, | never skip those tech-related
commercials that promote cutting-edge gadgets®.
Though | don't have the means to buy everything, |
still want to be well-informed. As a girl, | used to have
some interest in cosmetics ads also but it's weird
because the more | watch those models in the ads, the
more self-conscious | become, so now | often switch
channels when those appear.

2. Where can you see advertisements?

- Today, we are bombarded with ads everywhere
even at home when watching tv, scrolling facebook
or on the streets when driving past those digital
billboards®. However, while those ads are supposed
to promote products and gain trust from customers,
their overwhelming presence has probably caused
people to be even more distrustful and finicky when
shopping.

3. Have you ever bought something because of its
advertisement?

- | have bought a few things, but | mostly regretted it
because none of it measured up to my expectations.
Thanks to such experiences though, | have become
less gullible, and more advertising savvy®, so now |
know that products that are hyped up® too much
usually don't live up to our expectations®, and we
should not purchase them.

Mtechnophile /'teknafail/(n): nguai dam mé cong nghé
Vi du: As a technofile, my brother spends lots of money
buying cutting-edge gadgets.

@cutting-edge gadgets /kat.uy 'ed3/ /'gedz.at/: thiét
bi tién tién

Vi du: Those cutting-edge gadgets surely make our lives
more convenient, but they also cost a lot of money.

®backfire / bak'fair/(v): phan tac dung

Vi du: Her plan to make him jealous backfired on her
when he started dating her best friend.

@digital billboard /'didz.0.tal/ /'bil.boird/(n):
quang cdo dién tr

Vi du: Today, we can catch sight of many digital

bang

billboards on the street.

®savvy /'sev.i/ (a): c6 hi€u biét vé dé nao dé

Vi du: Those investors are financially savvy, so you could
learn about business from them .

®hype up /harp/ (phr.v): cudng diéu hoa, thai phdng
Vi du: It's undeniable that products that are hyped up too
much usually don't live up to our expectations.

Mlive up to one’s expectations /liv/ /.ek.spek'terfanz /
duang nhu ky vong cda ai

Vi du: Children today are under pressure to live up to
their parents’ expectations.

4. Do you watch advertisements from the beginning to the end?

- It depends, if it were a TV commercial, then | simply grin and bear it, | have no other choice. However, if they
appear on social media platforms, | can always skip them after 3 to 5 seconds. Sometimes, | am not patient
enough to wait for the skipping button to appear, so | just reload the video.
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Wild animals

1. Do you like to watch TV programs about wild
animals?

- Honestly, no. | am not a huge fan of wildlife shows
or documentaries because wild animals chillme to the
bone®. When | was 12, | watched one documentary
about how predators catch their prey and it sent chills
up my spine when | saw a snake slithering towards a
frog.

2. Did you learn something about wild animals at
school?

- Of course yes. All students in my country get to
learn about and explore animals in biology. | remember
taking trips to a national park where we enjoyed
watching crocodiles, feeding monkeys and taking
pictures of some rare reptiles such as chameleons. It
was such an eye-opening experience® for me.

3. Where can you see wild animals?

- Unlike in Australia where citizens sometimes catch
sight of® a kangaroo hopping in the street, in Vietnam,
the only place to get close to wild animals is at the zoo.
Having said that, if you have a chance to set foot in
some mountainous areas such as Dak Lak®, you'll be
surprised to see people riding elephants in the street.

4. In which country do you think you can see many
wild animals?

— African countries I'd have to say. These nations are
endowed with® a variety of unique wild species. Sadly,
the population of some endangered species there is
shrinking due to poaching. Unless the governments
take some action to address such issues, some
creatures may become extinct.
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Mchill somebody to the bone (idiom): khién ai sg hai
chill /tfil/, bone /boun/

Vi du: My daughter enjoys scary movies although they
chill her to the bone.

@an eye-opening experience /'a1,oup.nin/ /1k'spir.i.ans/:
trai nghiém md mang tam mat

Vi du: It's such an eye-opening experience that | can see
wild animals in the zoo.

®catch sight of something /keetf/ /sait/: bat gap

Vi du: It's impossible to catch sight of wild animals on
the street.

@set foot in somewhere /set/ /fut/: dat chan dén dau
Vi du: If you have a chance to set foot in Africa, you'll be
amazed by many wild animals there.

®be endowed with something /m'davd/: dugc phu
cho cai gi

Vi du: African countries are endowed with a wide range
of wild animals.
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Environment

1. Would you like to work in a company related to
environmental protection?

- | would if | could. | am an eco-conscious® person
and | am fully aware of my responsibility to reduce my
own carbon footprint®, which is pretty hard to achieve.
That's why the least | can do is to join an organization
that goes green and makes meaningful contributions
to the environment.

2. How can we protect the environment?

Meco-conscious /irkau-//'kan.fos/(a): ¢y thirc bao
vé moi truong

Vi du: Luckily, the new president is an eco-conscious
person so he has launched many environmental
campaigns.

@carbon footprint /ka:rban 'fut.print/(n): Dau chan
carbon noi vé lugng khi thai gay hiéu img nha kinh do
mot ngudi tao ra

Vi du: Every individuals should start to reduce their
carbon footprint to protect the environment.

— There are plenty of things we can do to preserve the natural world. First and foremost, we must strictly
abide by environmental laws. We can practice the 3 Rs, save electricity, and switch to public transport for
commuting. Moreover, planting some trees at home could also make a huge difference to our current air

quality.

3. Do you think you've done enough to protect the
environment?

- | don't think | have done enough to save our
environment. | mean, sometimes | can't refrain from
travelling by my own private vehicle or buying single-
use products® out of convenience. | know that
discipline would go a long way® towards protecting
the environment , but sadly | am not a well-disciplined
kind of person.

4. Is there education about environmental protection
at school?

— Well, | don't think our education system has done
a very good job in educating young generations
about going green. Those lessons at school simply
introduce students to environment-related topics
rather than teach them practical knowledge such as
how to segregate domestic waste or things you can
and cannot recycle. | hope that they would just revamp
the curriculum in the future so that children can get a
good grasp of ways to preserve the environment®.
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®single-use /sm.gal'ju:s/(a): san pham dung mét lan
Vi du: Single-use products are one of the main factors
behind environmental pollution.

@go a long way towards doing something (idiom): cé
ich trong viéc gi

Vi du: This sponsorship money will go a long way
towards supporting poor children to go to school.

®have a good grasp of something /grasp/: hiéu rg,
nam vimg diéu gi

Vi du: No matter how much | try, | couldn’t have a good
grasp of this subject.
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Car trip

1. Do you like to travel by car?

- Definitely not. | get motion sickness® every time |
am in a car so a car trip is my pet aversion®. From
time to time, when | have to travel a long distance, |
still have to go by car, there is no other choice so |
just grin and bear it®. | often take vitamins to steady
my nerves® and nibble on saltine crackers to ease the
nausea.

2. When do you travel by car?

- | only opt for a car when | go back to my hometown
or when | need to carpool® to go to work. The latter
situation tends to happen when my motorcycle breaks
down, which is often, and | don't have the means
to use ridesharing services on my own. Since the
commuting distance is not too far, | can still handle
my car sickness.

3. Where is the farthest place you have traveled to by
car?

— | am not much of a traveller and I've never been out
of my own country. But sometimes | do get itchy feet®
and decide to travel to some touristy place usually
located not too far from the city. | guess, Nha Trang
is the farthest place | have driven to on a day trip with
my family.

4. Do you like to sit in the front or back when traveling
by car?

- | always have dibs on” the front seat as it's where |
experience the least motion sickness and | can crack
the window for some fresh air without disturbing
others. Plus, | love to keep the driver company so that
he won't feel drowsy, especially if it's a long drive.
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Mmotion sickness /'mou.an/ /'sik.nas/: ching say
tau, say xe

Vi du: | get motion sickness so | could only travel by
plane.

@pet aversion /pet/ /o'va=.30n/: ai, diéu gi cuc ki dang
ghét

Vi du: Durian is my pet aversion because | can’t stand
its smell

®grin and bear it /grm/ /bear/(idiom): chap nhan
diéu gi va khong than van

Vi du: Her parents forbade her to go to the party and she
had no choice but to grin and bear it.

@steady one's nerves /'sted.i/ /n3rvz/: khién ai binh
tinh lai

Vi du: When | feel anxious, | listen to music to steady
my nerves.

®carpool /'ka:pu:l/ (v): di xe chung véi ai
Vi du: It's more economical to carpool when working in
a big city.

©get itchy feet /1tf[i/ /fi:t/(idiom): cdm thay mudn di
du lich, hoac lam gi d6 khac

Vi du: She tends to travel somewhere far away from the
city whenever she gets itchy feet.

Mhave dibs on something /dibz/: danh quyén sir dung
cdi gi trudc ngudi khac

Vi du: I've had dibs on the first baked cupcake but she
stole mine.
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Primary School

1. What did you like to do the most when you were in
primary school?

- | have a memory like a sieve® so my memories
about that period are a bit blurry. But | do remember
having a real blast?® playing hopscotch with my
friends. | remember that IT classes interested me the
most because | could play with computers.

2. How did you go to your primary school?

— More often than not, | just went to school on foot
since the school was just a stone’s throw® from my
house. My dad actually walked me to school for the
first couple of years, since at that time | was too young
and he was afraid that | may get lost or get abducted.

3. How do you like your primary school?

— Of all the schools | went to, my primary school
was where | had the most pleasant memories. It's
where | was still a carefree child who didn’t give a
hoot about® academic achievements or my parents’
acknowledgement. Plus, it's also where | met my best
friend who always stood up for me.®

4. What did you do in your leisure time in your primary
school?

- As | was quite a hyperactive child, | usually ran
from class to class, looking for friends to play with.
Sometimes, | lost myself in® those traditional games,
such as tug of war, so | went back to class late and
was told off™ by the teacher. Yet, | was not always a
good student because sometimes | felt like acting up
to attract attention from people and get into a fight.
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Mhave a memory like a sieve (idiom): dang tri, hay
quén

memory /'mem.ar.i/, sieve/siv/

Vi du: My grandmother has a memory like a sieve so she
has a notebook to write down important things.

@have a blast (doing something) /blaest/: cé khoang
thoi gian vui vé khi lam gi

Vi du: The kids had a blast playing in the park yesterday.

®a stone'’s throw /stoun/ /8rou/(from): rat gan
Vi du: The school is just a stone’s throw so you could
walk there.

@not give a hoot about something /hu:t/: khong quan
tam veé viéc gi

Vi du: No matter what her mother said, she didn't give a
hoot and just did what she liked.

®stand up for somebody: dimg lén bao vé ai

Vi du: A best friend is someone who always stands up
for you.

®lose oneself in something: mai mé vai viéc gi

Vi du: Sometimes, he loses himself in work and forgets
meals. This does a lot of harm to his health.

(™Mtell somebody off: la mang ai

Vi du: The kid was told off over and over again, but he
still kept acting out.
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1. Do you use a wallet?

- Of course, | often use a breast wallet™ which is
just right up my alley® because my banknotes aren't
folded. Also, | have a bi-fold wallet which comes
in handy® when | rush to a convenience store or a
nearby drug store or to pick up an ordered package
from a shipper

2. Have you ever lost your wallet?

Mbreast wallet /brest/ /'wa:lit/(n): vi dai

Vidu: I love to use a breast wallet because my banknotes

won't be folded.

@be right up one’s alley /street /'zli/ - /stri:t/(idiom):

dung vdi s thich cua ai

Vi du: Lobster was just right up his alley. He is big on

seafood.
©®come in handy /'hzn.di/: trd nén tién lgi

Vi du: A phone may come in handy when there is a

blackout.

— A couple of times. | am pretty absent minded so there’s been lots of times when my wallet got lost on a
train, a bus or in a cab. I've also been pickpocketed, which wasn't very nice, but that wasn't really my fault.

3. Have you ever sent a wallet to someone as a gift?

- Yes, | have, and it was a designer travel wallet for my
dad. Although the price was a bit high, it was totally
worth it because my dad goes on business a lot and
he can use this wallet to keep all his travel documents
safe and secure in one place. He seemed to be thrilled
to bits® with this gift when | handed it to him.

4. Do most of your friends use wallets?

- | believe so. | think wallets, whether it is a phone
case wallet or a tri-fold wallet, are must-have items.
Although we are now moving to a cashless society
where there is little need to keep banknotes® on us,
we still need a wallet to hold our credit cards and other
personal documents such as passports or driving
licenses.
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@be thrilled to bits /0rild/- /bit/: cuc ki hai long
Vidu: Her parents were thrilled to bits when she informed

them of her wedding.

®banknote /'bzenk.nout/ (n) tién gidy

Vi du: Today, most people prefer digital payment to

using banknotes.
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Festival

1. How do you celebrate festivals in your country?

- It depends. For religious festivals, people often
flock to sacred places™ such as a pagoda or a church.
If it were a cultural festival such as the mid-autumn
festival, people would gather around the municipal
square to enjoy some music performances or take
pictures.

2. What special food and activities do you have for
these festivals?

- Each festival has its own typical cuisine and
activities that distinguish it from others. For example,
at the mid-autumn festival, it's easy to catch sight
of® some street stalls selling mooncakes. Plus, the
traditional dragon and unicorn dances also give a
festive vibe on this occasion.

3. How do you celebrate the Spring Festival?

- The same way that all Vietnamese people do.
Actually, spring festival is our Lunar New Year, and it's
the time when people get together and catch up with®
each other after a hectic year. It's customary that
families visit their relatives on the first day of the year,
and then go to a pagoda to pray for a new prosperous
year. On these days, the streets become are bustling
and everyone gets dressed® to the nines whenever
they go out, which all makes up the festive vibe of Tet.

4. What is your favourite festival?

Mflock to somewhere /fla:k/: d8 x6 t6i dau
Vi du: Hundreds of people flocked to the square to see
famous singers.

@tell something/somebody apart: phan biét dugc cai
giai

Vi du: They are a twin so it's hard to tell them apart.
®catch sight of something /katf/ sight /sait/: bat gap
canh tugng gi

Vi du: It's easy to catch sight of children carrying a
colorful lantern on mid-autumn festival.

@catch up with someone /katf/ : hoi tham vé cudc
song cua ai

Vi du: | spent a whole afternoon catching up with my
cousin who i haven't seen for years.

®dressed (up) to the nines /namz/(idiom): an mac
dep

dressed /drest/

Vi du: It's her birthday so he got all dressed up to the
nines.

- Unlike most of my friends who are huge fans of Tet, | love the mid-autumn festival because | feel nostalgic
everytime | see a kid carrying a lantern and running around with his friends. This festival somehow takes me
back to my carefree childhood when | could express myself without being too self-conscious.
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Holidays

1. Where did you go for your last holiday?

— Last Tet holiday, my whole family spent a whole
week visiting all places of interest in the south of
Vietnam. As it was the peak season®, every attraction
was jam packed® with people, and it was tiring to
queue up in a long line waiting for your turn to get in.
But looking on the bright side®, it gave me the chance
to strengthen family bonds after a whole year burying
myself in work®,

2. Do you like holidays? Why?

- | always look forward to a holiday because it's when
| can take a break from the daily grind® and indulge
myself® a bit to recharge my batteries. Plus, on holiday,
my whole family would get together and spend quality
time with one another, cementing our family ties. To
me, family is my top priority.

3. Which public holiday do you like best?

— As | was saying, family means the world to me®
so | love it most because it's when people go back to
their hometown and have a lot of family gatherings.
Plus, | get a real kick out® of giving my parents and
grandparents a helping hand to spruce up our house
to welcome the new year.

4. What do you do on holidays?

Mpeak season /pi:k/ /'sizzon/: mua cao diém

Vi du: People should avoid peak season when travelling
because everything will be much more expensive than
usual.

@jam-packed /,dzeem'pakt/ (a): chat kin, déong duc

Vi du: During the peak season, places of interests are
jam-packed with tourists

®look on the bright side /brait/ /said/: nhin nhan mat
tich cuc cua su viéc

Vi'du: Life is full of ups and downs, so we should learn to
look on the bright side and keep moving.

@bury oneself in something /'ber.i/: chén vui ban than
vao Viéc gi

Vi du: It would do harm to your health if you kept burying
yourself in work like that.

®daily grind /'deLli/ /graind/: vong quay cong viéc
Vi du: | take a few days off to get away from my daily
grind and recharge my batteries.

®indulge oneself /in'dald3/: nuong chiéu ban than

Vi du: From time to time, I indulge myself by lavishing
money on shopping.

(Mmean the world to somebody: cuc ki quan trong véi
ai

mean /mi:n/, world /ws-1ld/

Vi du: Her family means the world to her, so no matter
how busy she is, she always spend quality time in the
evening with them.

®get a kick out of someone/something: c6 dugc niém
vui tir ai/cai gi do

Vi du: Even as an adult, | still get a kick out of building
sandcastles at the beach.

- Holidays are a chance to unwind after days of sweating over work. That's why | often take advantage of
such precious time to get away from the hustle and bustle of city life, travel somewhere off the beaten track
or even splurge on a few days at a sumptuous resort.
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Headphones

1. Do you use headphones? Maudiophile (n) /'o:.di.su.fall/ : ngudi yéu am thanh/

- Very often. | am a true audiophile® and | remember  am nhac
spending a load of money on a set of high-tech  Vidu: The sound quality when listening to music is very
headphones as a treat® for myself for my last birthday. ~ important to an audiophile.

| even bought another pair of earphones to use when ~ ®treat (n)/trizt/: d6i x{r
I'm not at home Vi du: The way, how you treat your children, is

unacceptable.

2. What type of headphones do you use? ©wireless (a): khong day

- An over-ear set that gives me a high-quality music Vi du: Thanks to bluetooth technology, a lot of gadgets
listening experience. They're not wireless® though  are now wireless.

and they're quite big so | only use them at home where

| can sit comfortably.

3. When would you use headphones?

— Everytime | work or study. When | need to focus, I'll play music and put my headphones on, which not only
helps me to concentrate but also blocks out any unwanted noise.

4. In what conditions you won't be using headphones? @waming /'wo:nm/ (n): canh béo

— Definitely when driving. It's highly dangerous to  Vidu: Before being fired, you will receive a warning email
use them while driving as it can seriously affect your ~ from the manager.

driving skills and even prevent you from hearing

warning® sounds. | also hate using headphones when

doing exercise, as it puts more weight on my head,

which is super uncomfortable!
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1. What kind of weather do you like most?

— Cloudy days are definitely my favourite. | can't
stand® the heat from the sun and rainy days are
just too wet and humid. Unfortunately, it is such a
bummer® that there aren't many cloudy days in Ho
Chi Minh city.

2. What is the weather like in your hometown?

— There are only 2 kinds of weather where | was born,
sunny and rainy. The weather is really extreme here :
it's either scorching hot® or pouring® rain. But | was
born and raised here so I've learnt to adapt® to such
sudden temperature changes.

Mstand (v) /steend/ : chiu dung

Vi du: Many people can't stand eating spicy food.
@bummer (n) /'bam.ar/ : diéu gay phién ha

Vi du: It is a bummer that | forgot my car key in the car.

®@scorching hot /'sko:r.tfin ha:t/ (adj): rat néng

Vi du: At this time last year, the beach was scorching hot
so there weren't many visitors.

@pour /po:r/ (v): dB, trat nudc

Vi du: Because it started pouring rain, we were late for
school.

®adapt /o'deept/ (v): thich nghi

Vi du: Although this is a well-paid job, it took me a while
to adapt to the working environment.

3. Is there any difference in the weather in different parts of Vietham?

- Yes for sure. The north gets to experience 4 seasons, which creates different kinds of weather all year
round. Meanwhile, where | live, in the South, we only have dry and wet weather, with hot and sunny days most

of the time.

4. Do you prefer dry or wet weather?

- Even though rainy days can get on my nerves®
sometimes because of the mud it causes, | still
prefer wet weather over dry weather any time. There's
nothing worse than the heat during the dry season in
my hometown.
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©®get on my nerves (idiom): lam phién t6i/lam t6i kho
chiu

Vi du: | don’t want to be rude but your child’s crying is
really getting on my nerves.
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Colours

1. What is your favorite colour?

- Blue, without a doubt. | think mostly because the
color blue is really pleasing™ to look at and it's easy to
mix and match® with other colors. In fact, more than
half of my clothes are blue.

2. What is the colour that you dislike?

— Definitely red. Sometimes it's too intense® for
someone who loves simplicity® like me. But unlike me,
a lot of my friends love wearing red because they say
the color makes them feel more bold® and confident.

3. What colours do you want to paint your house with?

- Just plain white. | like to keep things simple and the
color white suits my taste. Plus, it is a neutral® color
so | believe it doesn’t affect my mood so much, which
is something | try to avoid when choosing wall colors.

4. What colour makes you feel uncomfortable in your
room?

- Like I've mentioned, anything in red looks off to
me, so | would never buy anything in that color to
decorate my room. My room is painted in white and
all the decorations are in pastel colors so they are very
pleasing to the eye®™.
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Mpleasing /'pli:.ziy/ (adj): hai long

Vi du: It was pleasing to see my student’s score has
increased a lot.

@mix and match (phrase): phoi do

Vi du: Despite trying to mix and match different colors,
she realized that she looks best in black and white.

®intense /in'tens/ (adj): manh liét, dr doi

Vi du: | cannot stand Thai cuisine as all of the dishes
have an intense spicy flavor.

@simplicity /sim'plis.a.ti/ (n): su don gian

Vi du: This smartphone has been bought by a lot of
middle-aged customers because of its simplicity.

®bold (adj) /bould/: can dam, qua quyét

Vi du: Since he was in kindergarden, he was a bold and
confident boy.

®neutral /'nu:.tral/ (adj): trung tinh
Vi du: During my roommate's argument, | didn’t want to
get involved so | remained neutral.

Mpleasing to the eye /ai-'pli:zin/: dep mat
Vi du: Her watercolor paintings are very pleasing to the
eye.
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Pets and animals

1. What is your favorite animal?

- | am a big fan of penguins, simply because they
look so adorable. | particularly love those ‘Emperor
penguins’, such a catchy and relatable® name. And
the more | get to know about their customs?® and
behaviors, the more | fall in love with them.

2. Have you ever kept an animal as a pet?

- | used to insist that my mom get me one but | had to
give up eventually because she is allergic® to all kinds
of animal fur®, | think having a pet can teach us many
things, like how to be responsible for others.

3. Where do you prefer to keep your pet, indoors or
outdoors?

- I've never owned a pet but | guess keeping them
indoors would be safer. | wouldn't want my pet to be
kidnapped® in the middle of the night. Not to mention,
pets do run away sometimes so locking them in the
house would make me less worried.
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Mrelatable /r1'lerts.bal/ (adj): dé lién tudng

Vi du: Taylor Swift’s love songs are relatable to my actual
love life.

@custom /rr'ler.ta.bal/ (n): phong tuc

Vi du: In Vietnam, receiving lucky money on the Lunar
New Year is a traditional custom.

®allergic /2'3-:.dz1k/ (ad)): bi di ing

Vi du: A lot of Americans are allergic to peanuts.

@fur /f3:/ (n): 16ng dong vat

Vi du: This region has placed a ban on killing animals
for fur.

®kidnap (v) /'’kid.naep/: bat céc
Vi du: My sister's pet was kidnapped right in front of her
house.
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Public garden and parks

1. Would you like to play in a public garden or park?

- | think parks are more spacious than public gardens
so it is more ideal to play there. Besides, | have never
visited a public garden before, so | have no clue®
what they're like or what kinds of activities are allowed
there.

2. What do you like to do when visiting a park?

- Just going for a stroll? and enjoying some fresh air.
| am not a sporty person so | don't really play sports
much, but a lot of people from my neighborhood play
badminton and shuttlecock®.

3. How have parks changed today compared to the
time you were a kid?

- | can't tell you about other parks in the city because
I've never visited any of them. But for the park in
my neighborhood, it's been expanded and there are
more seating areas and vending machines®, which
had been requested for years! | used to spend time
watching birds there but strangely there aren't many
of them now.

4. Would you prefer to visit a private garden or public
garden?

- Probably a public garden if | needed to escape the
hustle and bustle® of the city. But in most cases, |
wouldn't want to visit either of the two because there
is nothing | am interested in doing there and | am not
at all a nature lover®.
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Mclue /Kklu:/ (n): goi y
Vi du: The detective is looking for clues in his search for
the missing girl.

@go for a stroll /straul/ : di dao

Vi du: My grandparents have a habit of going for a stroll
after eating.

®shuttlecock /'fat.al.ka:k/ (n): cau long

Vi du: The kids in my neighborhood play shuttlecock
every Sunday afternoon.

@vending machine /'ven.diy ;moa'fiin/ (n): may ban
hang ty dong

Vi' du: You can find numerous vending machines across
the road in this area.

®hustle and bustle /'hasl and 'basl/: nhon nhip va hai
ha

Vi du: The old people tend to stay away from the hustle
and bustle of city life.

©natural lover (n): ngudi yéu thién nhién

Vi du: Alice is a nature lover and also a skillful gardener.
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1. Do you like science?

- | was into chemistry big time in high school
and | spent a lot of time at the lab back then. | love
watching the chemical reactions” after mixing new
combinations of substances®. All my friends said |
was foolish to miss out on other activities, but honestly
there was nothing else | wanted to do.

2. When did you start to learn about science?

— From elementary school | guess. But it wasn't until
high school that | got to spend time at the school lab
and got some hands-on® experience. | have to admit
that science can be applied to so many aspects of our
life.

3. Which science subject do you find interesting?

— Like | have mentioned, chemistry. Some people
find it extremely difficult and it does require a lot of
memorizing of formulas and so forth, but when you
start to see the real applications® of chemistry, it
becomes very exciting.

4. Have you done anything interesting with science?

- | once built an artificial® volcano for a spring fair
with my classmate, which won us second prize. | know
a volcano model isn't something surprisingly new, but
it took us more than 2 months to finish it and the final
result was amazeballs®!
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Mchemical reaction / kem.rkal ri'aek.fon/ (n): phan tng
hoa hoc

Vi du: These complicated chemical reactions can only
be done by scientists.

@substance /'sab.stans/(n): chat hoa hoc

Vi du: You have to be careful when using resin, it is an
extremely toxic substance.

®hands-on /hand'za:n/ (adj): thuc té
Vi du: It is important for fresh graduates to have some
prior hands-on experience.

@application /,zp.la'kerfan/ (n): ithg dung
Vi du: The major application of my research is to reduce
the rate of cancer in young people.

®artificial / a:r.te'fif.al/ (adj): nhan tao

Vi du: | prefer to buy artificial flowers because they last
a lot longer than fresh flowers.

®amazeballs /s'meiz.ba:lz/ (adj): tuyét vai, dang kinh
ngac

Vi du: Despite its strange look, the taste of the dish was
amazeballs.
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Handwriting

1. Do you like to write by hand?

- It's a pain®, to be honest. | think that handwriting
doesn’t matter anymore. In this computer age®, it is
more convenient to type than to write. | can't think
of any situation where | would need to jot something
down®, everything can just be done electronically®
these days.

2. Is your handwriting easy to read?

— Most of the time, it's not. | have a habit of writing
very quickly, so | couldn't say that | have neat®
handwriting. But if | need to write something serious,
like compose® a letter to my boss, | try to make my
writing as legible® as possible.

3. Which do you prefer, writing by hand or typing?

— Typing, definitely. With the help of technology, you
can send a message at the push of a button®, which
means that the message is sent out instantly. But if
you write something with a pen or pencil, it may take
days or even weeks to have your letter delivered.

4. What is the difference between handwriting and
typing?

— They're totally different. Emails are sent nearly
instantly; you can also attach® colorful images or
videos to them. On the other hand, | think handwriting
is a way for people to express'? themselves better as
| think that a person’s handwriting represents" their
personality.
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MA pain (idiom): Mot vat/nguoi gay ra cam giac khé
chiu

Vi du: That child is a real pain in the neck.

@Computer age /kam'pju:ta” erdz/: Thoi dai may tinh
Vi du: The computer age has revolutionised the task of
finding available parts.

®Jot something down /dza:t/: Viét gi d6 bang tay
Vidu: | carry a notebook so that | can jot down any ideas.
@Electronically /ilek'traznrkali/: dugce lam bang thiét
bi dién tr/may tinh

Vi du: 80 percent of tolls are paid electronically.

®Neat /ni:t/: gon gang

Vi du: Everything was neat and tidy and gleamingly
clean.

®Compose /kampouz/: bién soan mot cach ky ludng
Vi du: He started at once to compose a reply to Anna.
(Mlegible /'ledz1b(a)l/: dé doc

Vi du: His writing wasn't legible, so he failed the exam.

@At the push of a button (idiom): rat dé dang
Vi du: You can't expect to get everything you need at the
push of a button.

®attach /o'teet[/: dinh kém

Vi du: I attached a photo to my application form.
(1%express /ikspres/: thé hién

Vi du: He expresses himself easily in English
(Wrepresent /reprizent/: dai dién, tugng trung

Vi du: We believe you represent everything British racing
needs.
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Mobile apps

1. What mobile apps have you recently used?

- Well, I've bought a new phone recently and I've
been using a lot of different apps on it. | mostly use
apps such as Facebook or Youtube. They can be very
entertaining® and I've spent a lot of time browsing®
those apps.

2. What kinds of mobile apps are you usually interested
in?

- | think that mobile phones should be a tool for
people to unwind, so | prefer using apps that can help
me relieve stress. Fortunately, there are a lot of really
good apps that can be used for this purpose. They
do have some drawbacks though. Sometimes, | lose
track of time® and stare® at the screen for so long,
which tends to strain my eyes a lot.

3. What was the first mobile app you used?

- As far as | can remember®, it was Facebook. It was
all the rage® when | was in high school and it was
also the reason why | bought my first smartphone, you
know, to connect with my friends and family.

4. What kinds of mobile apps would you like to use in
the future?

- I'm waiting for more creative apps that could keep
me entertained. Having said that, | also think that |
have to control my screen time®™. Mobile phones are
a source of distraction® for me, making me lose focus
on my work. So | think that | have to use my phone
more wisely.
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(Mentertaining /enta'teiniy/: mang tinh giai tri

Vi du: We spent an entertaining evening at the theater.
@browse /bravz/: doc luét (bao, sach, ing dung dién
thoai, ...)

Vi du: Try browsing around in the network bulletin
boards.

®lose track of time: quén mat thai gian

Vi du: You should remind Sally to be punctual, she
always loses track of time.

@stare /stea"/: nhin cham cham

Vi du: Ben continued to stare out the window.

®As far as | remember: Toi nhé rang

Vi du: He was the only one who enjoyed the play, as far
as | can remember.

®All the rage (idiom): rat ndi tiéng va thinh hanh

Vi du: Internet shopping is now all the rage.

(Mscreen time: thai gian s dung dién thoai

Vi du: Limit screen time (TV, computers, and video
games) to less than 2 hours each day.

®a source of distraction: mot nguon gay xao lang
source /so:"s/: nguén

distraction /distraekfon/: sy xao lang

Vi du: Facebook and Instagram have become a huge
source of distraction for many people.
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1. Have you ever got lost?

- Yes, it has happened before. Although I'm proud
of having excellent navigation® skills, | got lost once
when | visited Singapore. The buildings there are
completely different from Vietnam, it's like a maze®,
and | couldn’t find my way® when | first went there.

2. How can you find your way when you are lost?

- Normally, | would rely on my sense of direction®.
Most of the time, | can navigate® my way quite easily.
However, | sometimes use google maps on my phone
to find the quickest route.

3. Can you read a map when you get lost?

- Yes, | can. When | was in the army, | was instructed®
in how to use a map. | think it is an essential skill to
master®, which could help you to avoid a lot of trouble.

4. Have you ever helped someone who got lost?

- Yes, I've used my knowledge to help a lot of people.
It is common sense® to ask for directions in Vietnam,
so whenever people pull over® and ask me for
directions, | always try my best to guide them to their
destination?.
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Mnavigation /navi'geif(s)n/: dan dudng

Vi du: Modern day aircraft have onboard navigation
equipment so pilots can't get lost.

@maze /meiz/: mé cung

Vi du: We got lost in the maze.

®find your way (idiom): tim dugc dudng di

Vi du: I hope you can find your way home.

“gense of direction: y thurc vé phuong hudng

Vi du: Sense of direction is the ability to know one's
location and perform wayfinding.

®navigate (v): dinh huéng

Vi du: There's nothing worse than navigating through
heavy traffic.

®jnstruct /mn'strakt/: hudng dan

Vi du: The letter instructed him to report to headquarters
immediately.

(Mmaster /'maestar/: thanh thao

Vi du: She never completely mastered the art of lip-
reading.

®common sense / ka:man 'sens/: y thic thong thudng
Vi du: It's common sense to keep medicines away from
children.

©pull over (phrasal verb): tap vao (khi dang lai xe)

Vi du: She saw the ambulance coming up behind her and
pulled over.

(9destination / desti'neifn/: di€ém dén

Vi du: Our luggage was checked all the way through to
our final destination.
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Concentration

1. Is it difficult for you to stay focused on something?

- Yes, especially when I'm at home. There are too
many sources of distraction®, like my phone, my bed,
or my family. So, whenever | need to meet deadlines®,
| always go to other places, such as a café, so that |
can focus 100% on my work.

2. What do you do to help you concentrate?

- |'ve read a lot about this topic on the internet, about
how yoga or meditation® can help people focus. But
I'm not really keen on that kind of thing, so instead,
| try to do some exercise in the morning to keep my
brain active. In addition, | try to avoid multitasking®
so that | can devote myself to® one particular task at
a time.

3. What may distract you when you're trying to stay
focused?

- Without a doubt, my phone. Due to a lot of
entertaining apps on smartphones, it is very tempting®
to use your phone, even when you really want to get
something done. Thinking of those apps interrupts
my train of thought®, which seriously gives me a hard
time®, negatively affecting my productivity.

4. When do you need to be focused?

— There are a lot of situations that require total
concentration. When driving, | need to pay full attention
to® the road. Or when | need to finish assignments
from work, | need to work my fingers to the bone, so
concentration is vital.
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Ma source of distraction: mot nguon gay xao lang
source /sa:"s/: nguon

distraction /distraekfon/: sy xao lang

Vidu: It's so distracting and, of course, as a writer e-mail
is already such a source of distraction.

@meet deadlines: hoan thanh cong viéc ding han
meet /mi:t/: dat dugc, hoan thanh

deadlines /'dedlain/: han chét hoan thanh cong viéc
Vi du: Do you think we will be able to meet our deadline?

®meditation / medr'teifn/: thién

Vi du: She found peace through yoga and meditation.
@multitasking / malti'ta:skin/: da nhiém

Vi du: The job requires a person who is good at
multitasking.

®devote oneself to something: cong hién hét ban than
cho mét viéc gi do

Vi du: She devoted herself to her career.

©tempt /tempt/: du do

Vi du: | was tempted by the dessert menu.

™Mtrain of thought (n): dong suy nght

Vi du: My train of thought is sometimes under the direct
control of my will.

®give someone a hard time (idiom): gay kho khan cho
ai do

Vi du: They really gave me a hard time at the interview.

©®)pay attention to something: chuy vé mét cai gi do
pay /pei/: thuc hién

attention /o'tenfn/: swchay

Vi du: Please pay attention to what | am saying.

(9work my fingers to the bone (idiom): lam viéc rat
vat va

Vi du: In those days we got up at 5 in the morning, and
worked our fingers to the bone.
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1. Do you like buying shoes?

- No, I'm not a very fashionable® person so I'm not
a big fan of buying clothing or footwear®. | only buy
shoes when it is necessary. The last time | bought
some was a year ago, when | needed a pair of trainers
to go jogging with my friends.

2. Have you ever bought shoes online?

- Yes, once. | remember that there was an end-of-
season sale®, all the products, even those from well-
known brands®, were discounted online. | saw that it
was the chance of a lifetime® so | decided to buy 2
pairs of shoes, one for me and one for my girlfriend.

3. How much money do you usually spend on shoes?

— Not much, I'm not crazy about shoes. | don't really
understand why some people squander® their money
on shoes. | only buy affordable®™ shoes and try to avoid
expensive brands. | don't want to get into any financial
problems® just because of shoes.

4. Which do you prefer, fashionable shoes or
comfortable shoes?

— Comfortable, obviously. | don't really care whether
my shoes are trendy® or not, | don't want to become a
fashionista® or anything. | need them to be comfy so
that | can do anything | want. Therefore, | place a high
premium on™ comfort.
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Mfashionable /'fze[nabl/: thoi trang, hgp mét

Vi du: He was laughed at by his more fashionable
friends.

@footwear /'futwer/: giay, dép

Vi du: Be sure to wear the correct footwear to prevent
injuries to your feet.

®end-of-season sale: ki giam gia cudi mua

Vi du: Get 50% off camping equipment in our end-of-
season sale.

@well-known brands: nhimg thuong hiéu ndi tiéng
well-known / wel 'naun/: ndi tiéng

brand /braend/: thuong hiéu

Vi du: We are such a well-known brand for good or in
some cases for bad.

®the chance of a lifetime (idiom): co héi hiém cé

Vi du: Make sure you take advantage of our sale, it's the
chance of a lifetime!

®squander /'skwa:ndar/: hoang phi

Vi du: He squandered all his money on gambling.

™ affordable /o'f>:dabl/: (gia ca) cé thé mua dugc

Vi du: There is a lack of affordable housing in the city.

® financial problems: van dé vé tai chinh

financial /fo'nznfl/

problem /'pra:blam/

Vi du: Having financial problems means being unable to
pay debts over the short or long term.

Otrendy /'trendi/: theo xu huéng

Vi du: People are buying them just to be trendy.
(9fashionista (n): tin d6 thai trang

Vi du: She is the stylish, trendy, shopaholic fashionista
of the group.

(Mplace a high premium on something (idiom): xem
mot cai gi d6 rat quan trong

Vi du: They put a high premium on prevention and
primary care.
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IELTS

Speaking Part2 & 3
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a skill that you think you can teach other people.
You should say:

+ Whatitis

*  When you learned it

+  How you can teach others

+ And how you feel about this skill

Answer

Well, the skill that | think | can teach other people well is beer tasting.
| know this skill may sound a bit odd to you, and some people may
even ask “why on earth do | have to learn how to taste something
too familiar like beer?”. The thing is ... the world of “beer” is much
more complex than what most of us usually think. There are over 10
types of beer available in the world, not to mention the subtypes®
that some brewers can sometimes add to the list. Each type carries
different characteristics and can bring people different experiences.

Beer tasting is also a complex® skill as it requires the taste-tester to
have a strong sense of smell and taste and also a lot of practice to
be able to evaluate a beer. | first learned this skill about 6 years ago
from my manager when | was working at a restaurant. Knowing this
skill has opened a whole new world to me.

The teaching of this skill is quite simple, and that's why I'm confident
to teach it. Getting it or not, however, depends greatly on the learner.
There are clear criteria® and steps for one to fully taste a beer. First,
we judge a beer by its appearance. Each type of beer has a distinct
colour, like amber for IPA, black for stout and porter, ... Then we need
to feel its aroma®, or simply say its smell. After that is the main stage
when we taste it. Different beers will bring different mouthfeels®
and aftertastes®. But we need a lot of time and a lot of trials to get
through all the types of beer in the world.

Well, that's everything | want to tell you about this topic. If you still
want to talk about beer, then we'll talk after the test.
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1. Complex /'’kom.pleks/: phuc hgp,
chtra nhiéu thanh phan.

Vi du: A complex building: toa nha
duoc st dung cho nhiéu muc dich
(trung tdm mua sam, van phong, nha &
trong cung m¢ét toa nha).

Phan biét: Complicated: phuc tap,
khé hiéu

2. Subtypes /'sabtaips/: cac loai/
nhanh phu

Vi du: Mammals can be divided into
three subtypes based on how their
babies develop

3. Criteria /krar'tiorio/: tiéu chi (s@ it:
criterion)

Vi du: She failed to meet the strict
selection criteria.

4. Aroma /a'rouma/: mui (chd yéu
duing cho d6 an va d6 udng)

Vi du: The aroma of fresh coffee

5. Mouthfeel /'mau6.fil/: cAm nhan
trong miéng (dung khi néi vé d6 an va
d6 udng)

Vi du: Starches enhance the mouthfeel
of processed foods

6. Aftertaste /'a:ftateist/: hau vi

Vi du: The medicine left an unpleasant
aftertaste.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Which do you think is more important, practical skills or academic skills?

Well, both are important, | think, and it depends on the context to
decide which one is more important. For example, if we talk about
daily family life, then practical skills like communication can be
more important since it mostly involves friendly conversations®
and solving everyday problems. But if we talk about studying
or working, then academic skills are also important since many
jobs and subjects involve calculations, reading for information or
delivering a professional message. This is when we need something
like mathematics, critical reading or writing.

MFriendly conversations: cudc ddi
thoai than mat

Friendly /'frendli/: than mat, than
thién

conversations /kon.ve'serfon/: cudc
doi thoai

Vi du: It all begins with a friendly
conversation in a queue.

2. Do you think schools now provide enough skills for students’ future job?

| don't think so. From my experience, schools place too much
emphasis on academic knowledge® while paying little attention to
providing students with practical skills. But when students enter
employment, what they need is practical skills like communication
or teamwork, not some kind of knowledge about poetry or complex
chemical formulas.

@Place too much emphasis on
something: qué chu trong vao moét
thar gi do

emphasis /'em.fo.sis/: nhdn manh,
chu trong

Vi du: Some people think that schools
should not pay too much emphasis on
art subjects.

3. What can young people do to learn or improve the necessary skills for their work?

Well, there are plenty of things they can do. For example, there are
now hundreds of courses that teach nearly all kinds of skills, so they
just need to sign up for one and then learn. Or they can just read
every day. Books contain a lot of useful knowledge about the skills
we need to be able to thrive® in the workplace. They can learn a lot
just simply by reading, | believe. Another way is to ask for help from
their bosses or colleagues at work.
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@Thrive /Oraiv/: phat trién, tang
trudng dé€ thanh céng

Vi du: His business thrived in the years
before the war.

61|ZIM



An important truth

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you told your friend an important truth.
You should say:

*  Who your friend is

*  What the truth was

*  What your friend’s reaction was

+ And explain why you think it was important to tell your friend the truth

Answer

Well, my close friend has told me countless®” things so far, but
the most important thing was about my girlfriend cheating on me.
Things happened about 3 years ago, when we just graduated from
university.

My girlfriend and | had been in a relationship for over 4 years before
the incident. We bumped into each other on the first day at university
and then became a couple. About 2 months after my graduation, |
noticed some strange behaviour from my girlfriend: she seemed to
pay less attention to my messages, and when she was with me, she
sneakily texted someone® on the phone. She said that it was just an
old friend, but | didn't believe that.

Then | decided to ask my close friend to be my private detective and
find out if there was anything fishy® behind all those strange things.
After a week, | received the info from my friend that my girlfriend was
dating another guy. | wasn't surprised though, since | had already
thought that based on what she had been doing. However, here’s the
plot twist of the story. My friend didn't tell me the whole truth. The
other part of the truth was that my girlfriend was dating him, yes, my
close friend. They were both doing something unacceptable behind
my back.

After finding out everything, | came to both of them and said that |
didn't ever want to see either of them again. It was painful to know
that the ones | loved most were the ones that betrayed me. They did
apologise but | said it was too late. And that's everything | want to
say about this topic.
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1. Countless /'kauntlas/: Nhiéu
khong dém nai

Vi du: I've heard it played countless
times on the radio.

2. Sneakily text someone: nhan tin
cho ai d6 mot cach lén lut

Sneakily /'sniz.kali/: 1én lat

text /tekst/ (v): nhan tin

Vi du: During the exam, she sneakily
texted her friend to ask for the answer.
3. Fishy /'fifi/: m& am, khong trung
thuc

Vi du: There's something fishy going on
here.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do you think we should tell the truth at all times?

Well, | agree that being honest is a valuable trait, but there are
still some cases in which telling the truth isn't a wise thing® to
do, especially when the truth is too painful. For example, the truth I e
about the condition of a cancer patient may be heart-breaking®, so s thing to do during the Covid-19
sometimes a doctor needs to lie to the patient's relatives to avoid  pandemic.
shocking them. @Heart-breaking /ha:tbrerkm/: dau
long
Vi du: It is heartbreaking that he cannot

MA wise thing: Diéu khon ngoan
wise /waiz/: khon ngoan

see his children.

2. How can we know when others are telling lies?

| think we can tell through their behaviour. For example, some people
may use a different tone of voice® when lying. Others may show
nervousness on their face. But there are some expert liars who show

®tone of voice: Tong giong

voice /vois/: giong noi

Vi du: He has such a special tone of
nothing, and it's very hard to identify them. voice that can be easily recognized

everywhere.

3. Is it important to teach children to be honest?

| think it's crucial. Honesty is one of the most important traits of
a well-rounded citizen. Children can't grow up to be good people if
they lie all the time. Big liars® are never welcomed in our society.

@Big liar: ké ndi doi trang tron

Big /big/: To, I6n

liar /laLar/: ngudi noi doi

Vi du: | can’t never be friends with
people like her, who are big liars.
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A piece of international news

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a piece of international news you recently heard
You should say:

+  What it was about

+  Where and when you heard it

+  What you were doing when you heard it

+ And explain how you felt about it

Answer

Well, | pay a lot of attention to politics, especially the US presidential 1. Suspend /so'spend/: Dinh chi,
election. So the most recent piece of news that I've heard was the dimg hoat dong

one about Big Tech companies banning President Trump from their Vi du: He was suspended for four
platforms. games after arguing with the referee.

2. Administration (politics)

| read this piece of news from various sources, like Fox news, BBC /odmn.r'strerfon/: chinh guyén

or Politico. According to the info, things happened after rioters
attacked Capitol Hill in the White House in a protest against the
victory of Joe Biden. Twitter, Facebook and many other social media
platforms suspended® President Trump's account and claimed that
it was to “prevent possible violent threats from his posts”.

Vi du: The new administration is still in
the shakedown period.

3. Riot /'rarat/: cudc bao loan

Vi du: Food protests and riots have
erupted in more than 30 countries.

Upon receiving this news, | was shocked because | didn't think that
Big Tech companies would behave like that. The president may have
done something wrong during his administration® but deciding
whether he actually triggered the riot® or not is the authority of the
court, not Facebook or Twitter or any private companies. Besides,
these companies couldn’t show any evidence of Trump pulling the
strings behind the violence.

| think this piece of news is a strong warning for us about the power
that the media and Big Tech companies are holding right now. I've
deactivated my Facebook account right after reading that news.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. How do Vietnamese people usually get news?

We Vietnamese get the news from various sources. The internet is the most popular way to read the news
here. Almost everyone has a smartphone or laptop now, so it's easy for them to just go to an online news
website and read the latest articles. Some people still prefer traditional newspapers though, and some get

the news from their friends or neighbours.

2. Which kind of news is more popular? Domestic news or international news?

Well, it's very hard to say as it depends a lot on each person’s
preference. Some people care a lot about domestic events while
others pay more attention to things that happen beyond their
country’s border®?. | think we need some statistics” to know exactly
which type is more popular.

3. How is the news media changing recently?

It has changed a lot, in both positive and negative ways. On the
bright side, news is now much more accessible thanin the past since
everything is now available on the internet. But on the downside,
the news on many media channels is getting less reliable, and on
some platforms like Facebook it's even like a mess® since it's very
hard to tell which piece of news is real or fake.
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MStatistics /ste'tis-tiks/: s0 liéu thong
ké

Vi du:
general, women live longer than men.

The statistics show that in

@Beyond one’s country border. nam
ngoai bién gidi qudc gia

Border /'bo:.dar/: bién gidi

Vi du: I'm not really interested in things
happening beyond my country border.

“Be like a mess: nhu mét mé hén don
Mess /mes/: hdn don, 16n xon

Vi du: | feel like my life is like a mess but
I don’t know how to fix it.
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Imagination

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time you needed to use your imagination
You should say:

*  When it was

+  Why you needed to use imagination

« How difficult or easy it was

+ And explain how you felt about it

Answer

Well, the most recent time when | needed to use my imagination was
about a week ago. | had to prepare for a presentation at university,
and the lecturer required me to tell the whole class what I'd do if |
were to become a millionaire.

I'm still a poor student who is always on a tight budget®, so of
course | had no idea what it was like to be rich. Therefore, | searched
for the biography of some famous business people in the world to
find some clues for my imaginary story®. You know, it wasn't very
hard to make up a story like that. In my story, | imagined myself
becoming a millionaire who still maintains a minimalist lifestyle. |
wouldn’t spend my money on expensive clothes, fancy cars or any
luxurious things. Instead, I'd just keep my spending at the level of
an average worker and use the rest of my money to establish a
charitable organisation®, just like what Bill Gates and many other
rich people are doing.

However, my presentation didn't go very well since the lecturer didn't
seem to like my idea of a rich person like that. But it was all my
imagination could come up with, so | was still happy because at
least | tried my best.
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1. To be on a tight budget: C6 ngan
sach eo hep

Tight /tait/: eo hep

Budget /'badz.1t/: ngan sach

Vi du: | haven't got a job yet, so I'm
living on a tight budget.

2. Imaginary story: cau chuyén mang
tinh tudng tugng

Imaginary /I'madz.Lnar.i/: tinh tudng
tugng

Story /'stowri/: cau chuyén

Vi du: Children are really keen on
imaginary stories.

3. Charitable organisation: t6 chuc tur
thién

Charitable /'tfer.a.to.bal/: tir thién
Organisation /pigen.arzerfon/: 18
chae

Vi du: Private foundations have been
long term supporters of funding to
charitable organisations around the
world
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. Do you think adults can have lots of imagination?

Of course they can still imagine a lot of things. However, adult
thinking has already been shaped®™ by their knowledge and life
experience, so their imagination tends to be limited within a certain
boundary. Children, on the other hand, are carefree so they can

MShape /ferp/ (v): dinh hinh
Vi du: You are helping to shape the
future of this country.

imagine whatever they want.

2. What kinds of jobs need imagination?

Well, the first type of job that springs to my mind is art-related
careers. Jobs like being an architect, painter, music composer, film
director, ... require a strong imagination as they have to create alot ;.. five stores next year.
of images in their mind before being able to produce any results. @Turn something into reality: bién cai
Business leaders also require imagination because they need to i thanh hién thuc
envision® the future of a company before making a plan to turn Turn /t3:n/: xoay, chuyén
their ideas into reality®. Reality /ri'zl.a.ti/: thuc tai

Vi du: I'm working hard to earn enough

@Envision /in'viz-an/: mudng tugng ra
Vi du: The company envisions adding

money so that | can turn my dream into
reality.

3. What subjects are helpful for children’s imagination?

Personally, | think literature will do wonders for children’s imaginations as it helps children to visualise the
story they read in their own mind. Also, art and music can be helpful because children have to imagine a
picture before drawing or imagine a story being narrated in a song.
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A polite person

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a polite person you know.

You should say:

+  Who he/sheis

«  How you knew him/her

+  What he/sheis like

+ And explain why you think he/she is polite

Answer

Now I'm going to talk about a friend of mine, Nam. He and | were 1. Play truant: cup hoc
classmates in high school and university, and now he's working as a Truant /'truzent/: hoc sinh trén hoc

software engineer at Microsoft Vietnam. Vi du: When | was a schoolboy, I often
played truant, which upset my parents

I first met him about 10 years ago when we both entered high school. @0t

At that time, he was a naughty student who often played truant®,
but somehow he still ended up® getting very high scores in every
test. He wasn't very polite at that time, or you r@ght even say he was at first, he ended up graduating from
\{ery rude, even to our female classmates. His words showed very el el S e,
little respect towards others. 3. Vow /vau/: the

2. End up (doing) something: két thuc
bang viéc (lam) gi dé
Vi du: Although he was a lazy student

Vi du: He vowed (that) he had not hurt
However, he's a lot different now. Since university, he has learned her.

to be more polite, especially with women. The main reason for this
change is the breakup with his girlfriend after high school. His
girlfriend left just because of his impolite behaviour, even with her.
After that, he vowed® to change and become a new, better person.
Now | think he has all the qualities of a polite person: he considers
his words very carefully before saying anything; he says thankyou
and he apologises when needed; he respects the people around him.
I'm quite impressed with his behaviour now. | think politeness is
something we should all have. You know, if we're polite to people,
they'll return the politeness to us.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What behaviour will be regarded as impolite?

Well, there is a lot of impolite behaviour nowadays, things like not
willing to listen or using inappropriate language. Being polite means
that we need to pay attention to and care about other people’s
feelings, and the opposite things mean being impolite. For example,
many of us have seen impolite men speaking insulting words® to
others.

2. How can people become more polite?

Through learning and paying attention. That's the only way.
Politeness is a product of our environment, not something we were
born with, so we can gain it from experience. We can learn to be
polite from observing the people around us, like our parents, or
maybe from the internet. There are several websites that provide us
with information about being polite. But the most important thing is
that we need to practice it. It's no use learning something if we don't
put it into use®.

MInsulting words: 16i |€ xtic pham.
Insulting /mn'saltig/: mang tinh xuc
pham

Vi du: He can say anything but use
insulting words for my parents.

@Put something into use: dua mot
thir gi d6 vao thuc tién.

Vi du: Students need some practice
time to put everything they have learnt
at school into use.

3. Do you think Vietnamese people are becoming more polite than before?

| think yes. In the past, education wasn't accessible to everyone, so
| think many people didn't get to learn about being polite, but now
almost everyone goes to school, has access to knowledge beyond
our borders®, so there should be more polite people now. You can
see that now we have more polite shopkeepers than before. In the
past, these people were often said to be very rude, but now they're
quite friendly and willing to listen.

This publication's user rights are given to
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®Beyond our borders: nam ngoai bién
gidi.

Beyond /br'ja:nd/: vugt ra khdi, nam
ngoai

Border /'bo:rdar/: bién giéi

Vi du: We should help people in need
beyond our borders.
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A promise

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time you made a promise to someone.
You should say:

+  What the promise was

+  Towhom you made it

«  Whether it was easy or difficult to keep

+ And explain why you made it

Answer

| want to tell you about the time | promised to take my girlfriend to
my hometown. It happened just about 4 months ago. At that time,
both of us were having a nerve-racking time®, so we decided that
it was finally time we should blow off some steam® by taking a trip
somewhere, or else we'd both go crazy.

Then | realised that she'd never been to my hometown — Hanoi, so |
made a promise to her that I'd take her to my hometown to see my
parents and all the things there. We made a plan about 2 months
before the trip. During that 2 months, a lot of things came up and
there was even a short while | thought that we couldn't make it.
However, | still managed to fulfil my promise®, and we actually had
a very good trip together.

| think making promises is something that everyone does, but we
need to be responsible for our own words. If we promise something,
we should try to fulfil it at any cost, or else people will lose trust in
us.
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1. A nerve-racking time: thoi gian
cang thang, mét moéi.

Nerve-racking /'nz:rv reekmy/: cdng
thdng, mét mai

Vi du: After a nerve-racking time
preparing for the exam, we decided to
take a trip to Dalat to release stress.

2. Blow off some steam: xa hoi.
Steam /sti:m/: hoi nudc

Vi du: Travelling helps me blow off
some steam after stressful time at
work.

3. Fulfil one’s promise: gilr [6i hira
Fulfil /ful'fil/: thuc hién, hoan thanh
Promise /'pra:mis/: |6i hira

Vi du: Everyone can make promises,
but not all of them can fulfil their
promises.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What kinds of promises do people often make?

It's very hard to answer this question because people make all kinds
of promises. For instance, some people promise their friends or
family a present or a surprise; doctors promise to save a patient;
employees promise to meet their deadlines™; .. We can make
promises with basically everything, you know, so it's very hard to
define any particular “kinds” of promise here.

(MWMeet the deadline: hoan thanh ding
deadline.

Vi du: | have to work overtime in order
to meet the deadline.

2. Do you think it's important for children to learn to keep their promises?

Of course, it's important. Whether one can fulfil their promises will
determine their reliability and credibility® in other people’s eyes. If
you make a promise to someone and fail to keep it, it's likely that
people will lose their trust in you. So if we want our children to grow
up to be reliable people, we definitely have to teach them to keep
their promises.

3. Do you think we can trust the promises of celebrities?

Definitely not. From what | know, famous people make thousands
of promises per day, so sometimes they can't even remember their
promises, let alone® fulfill what they say. For example, they may
promise to make the music industry great again in one TV show,
and then promise to erase poverty® in another show, but eventually
none of these things are done.
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@Credibility / kreda'bilati/: surtin cay.
Vi du: After the recent scandal, that
politician has lost all credibility.

@Let alone: chir dimg néi dén

Vi du: There isn’t enough room for us,
let alone any guests.

@Erase poverty: x6a bd su nghéo doi.
Poverty /'pa:varti/: sy déi nghéo

Vi du: The government should have
policies to erase poverty.
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A special hotel

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a special hotel you have stayed in
You should say:

+ Whereitis

+  Whatitis like

+  Why you went there

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

Ok. I'm gonna tell you about a small, lovely hotel named Saparis
located in Sa Pa, a mountainous town in the north west of Vietham.
My girlfriend and | went to this place just about 4 or 5 months ago,
and we were quite satisfied with our stay there.

This hotel is a little bit hard to find since it's on top of a small hill and
the addresses there aren't really well-organised. The first impression
we had upon finding the hotel was a cosy, well-decorated place.
There wasn't anything very colourful in the entrance hall, but things
still looked nice and warm, though the weather was freezing® at
that time. The receptionist was also friendly and hospitable, and
then we found that he was also the owner, and the chef. What a
multi-talented® guy!

When we got into our room, we were stunned by the spectacular
view® from the window. It overlooks® the whole town and also
ranges of mountains. The scene was like what's usually described in
poems. Just like in many other hotels, the room was fully furnished.
Everything was still in good condition. We stayed there for 3 nights
and checked out on the 4th day to return to Hanoi.

It was quite a pleasant stay in a hotel with good facilities and a
hospitable, welcoming owner. | will surely book that hotel again if |
ever go back to Sa Pa.
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1. Freezing /'fri:ziy/: lanh céng

Vi du: It's snowing outside. My hands
are freezing!

2. multi-talented / malti 'teelontid/: da
tai

Vi du: Charlie Puth is well-known for
being a multi-talented artist.

3. Spectacular view: canh quan tuyét
dep

Spectacular /spek'takjslor/: dep mat,
ngoan muc

View /vju:/: canh

Vi du: When choosing a place to
travel to, | often opt for places with
spectacular views.

4. Overlook /auver'luk/: nhin ra (tlr
mot vi tri nhat dinh)

Vi du: This restaurant overlooks the
lake in the North.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do the ratings of hotels influence people’s choices?

In many cases, yes. Nowadays many people search for ratings and reviews of many hotels before deciding
which one to stay in, and the ones with higher ratings are usually favoured. If people see one hotel with a 3.5-
star rating and another with a 4.7-star, there's over 90% chance they’ll go for the latter.

2. Do you think we should spend a lot of money on accommodation when travelling?

It depends on your purpose and also your budget because they're
the determining factors when you stay somewhere on a trip. If vao| mbt thit gil 46 (thung I3 khang
you travel to discover a new place, then | think it's better to go for that si can thiét).

something cheap because you won't spend much time at the hotel. Vi du We're going to splash out and buy
It's just a place to sleep, so it'll be a waste if you rent somethingtoo 3 pew car

expensive. But, if you have a lot of money, then you can just splash

out™ on the most expensive place you can. But if you have a tight

budget, | don't think paying too much for a hotel room is a great idea.

MSplash /splzf/ out: chi rat nhiéu tién
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A perfect job

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a perfect job you would like to have in the future
You should say:

+ Whatitis

*  How you knew it

+  Whatitis like

+ And explain why you think it is perfect

Answer

Well,Idon’tthink there's a perfect job in this world because everything
has its drawbacks. However, the most “perfect” job, in my opinion,
would be that of a doctor. This is a very popular job, but also a very
hard one, and of course not everyone can do it. | first knew about
it when | was just a small kid and my mother once expected me to
become a doctor, though | couldn’t live up to her expectations®.

I'd have to say that it's probably one of the toughest occupations,
since it involves saving people’s lives — one slight mistake can have
fatal consequences®. As | understand, a person would require at
least 10 years of training, including 6 years in university and 4 years
practising in hospitals. After that, the person also needs to work very
hard to constantly sharpen their skills® and climb the career ladder.

| think this job is among the most “perfect” careers mainly because
doctors save people’s lives, and bring back hope to people who are
struggling with diseases and illnesses. A doctor not only needs
strong medical skills but also a good morality®. A doctor needs to
put the life and safety of their patients before anything else®. That's
what | see to be behind this career and also what makes it perfect
compared to others
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1. Live up to one's expectations: sdng
theo dung ky vong cta ai dé.
Expectation /ekspek'teifn/: su ky
vong

Vi du: The event did not live up to
expectations because there were only
a few people coming.

2. Fatal consequences: hau qua chét
ngudi

Fatal /'fertl/: gay chét nguoi
Consequence /'ka:nsikwens/: hau
qua

Vi du: Playing with electricity might
cause fatal consequences for children.
3. Sharpen one’s skills: mai diia ky
nang cua ai dé

Sharpen /'[a:rpan/: mai diia

Skill /skil/: ky nang

Vi du: | spent 2 years studying English
in a foreign country to sharpen my
speaking skills.

4. Morality /ma'raelati/: dao durc

Vi du: Standards of morality seem to
be dropping these days.

5. Put something before something:
dat mot diéu |én trude diéu gi khac
Vi du: She’s a selfish person. She
always puts herself before others.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Should parents choose the career for their children or should children be allowed to choose the career they
want?

Personally, | think children should decide what they do in the future. Parents can guide children, but they
should never make any decisions on their children’s behalf. Parents can't live with their children forever, it's a

fact, so children should learn how to decide things for themselves, starting with their career.

2. What is the most difficult thing when someone chooses their own career?

| think the most difficult thing isn't the career itself, but
it's the goal that a person wants to achieve. Our career is
important, but basically it's a tool for people to achieve
their ultimate goal® in life. For example, if a person wants
to reform the education system®, they should make a
start by becoming a teacher, and then take further steps
by running an education company and eventually make
changes in the system.

MAchieve one’s ultimate goal: dat dugc muc tiéu
cudi cung.

Achieve /o'tfirv/: dat dugc

Ultimate /'altrmat/: cudi cung

Goal /goul/: muc tiéu

Vi du: I'll do whatever it takes to achieve my ultimate
goal in life.

@Reform the education system: cai cach hé théng
gido duc.

Reform /rr'forrm/: cai cach

Education /,edzu'keifn/: gido duc

System /'sistom/: hé théng

Vi du: After reforming the education system, the
reactions from

government received positive

citizens.

3. Do you think we should still expect a stable career nowadays?

No, it's the dumbest idea that I've ever heard of. The
world is constantly changing®, and so is our career.
For example, many things like shoes are now being
produced by machines, rather than skilled workers like
in the past, so people can't rely on having a stable job
like a shoemaker. People need to get better every day.
The term “stable job” has already become a thing of the
past®.
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®Constantly changing: Thay ddi lién tuc.
Constantly /'ka:nstantli/: mot cach lién tuc

Vi du: Fashion is constantly changing.

@A thing of the past: thir da thudc vé qua khir va
hién gio khong con gia tri

Past /paest/: qua khu

Vi du: My long hair is like a thing of the past. I've had
this bob hair for almost 10 years.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a home that you visited but did not want to live in
You should say:

+ Whereitis

+  Whatitis like

*  Why you visited it

+ And explain why you would not like to live there

Answer

If you ask me about a home | don't want to live in, that's definitely my 1. Dirty /'dz:rti/: do ban

cousin’s house. He's now living in the centre of Hanoi — the capital Vi du: She didn’t want to get her dress
of Vietnam. | went to his house quite often when | was at school. dirty.

2. Messy /'mesi/: bira bon

This is just a normal house like many others. It's not too big and W el T2 @ntielian gt fEEl7 aensy

has about 6 rooms in total. From the outside, there's nothing special
about it, but the inside is something that makes me concerned.
My cousin is quite a lazy person, and he isn't into cleaning at all.
So, the first impression that someone has when visiting his house,
especially his room, is that it's very dirty®™ and messy®. | could
see his used food boxes and soft drink cans lying right next to his
clothes, from his bed to his computer desk.

playing in the woods.

3. Creepy /'kri:pi/: rung ron

Vi du: It feels a bit creepy in here. It's
so dark!

The structure of the house also has a lot of problems. There's
something wrong with the water system so sometimes my cousin
can't get water out of his shower. The electric wires also need to be
relocated into the walls since now they’re making the house look
quite creepy®.

Personally, I'm a tidy person, so | could never stand living in such a
place. If | have my own house, it will look clean and organised all the
time.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What are the housing problems that people in your country are facing?

| think the biggest housing problems in Vietnam are prices and
locations. You know, accommodation in city centres is usually
exorbitantly expensive®, and usually people with an average income
cannot afford a home in such areas. If they buy a house on the
outskirts or countryside, the price will be much lower, but it would
take a lot of time to commute every day. For example, houses in Ho
Chi Minh city are now too expensive for the majority of workers, and
some people have to live in nearby provinces and then spend 2 to 3
hours per day travelling to work and back.

2. Do you think it's getting more difficult to buy a house? Why?

Yes, it's something a lot of people can see. Houses, especially in
urban areas, are usually something beyond the reach® of most
workers when you consider their income. For example, an average
person in Ho Chi Minh City can make about 20 million VND per
month, and the average house price is about 3 billion VND. So, it will
take this person at least 12 to 13 years to be able to afford a house
at that price. But you know things are even more difficult because
of inflation®, right?

3. How do you think houses will change in the future?

MExorbitantly expensive: dat cat co.
Exorbitantly
nhiéu mét cach quéa dang

Expensive /ik'spensiv/: dat

/1g'zozbitantli/:  cao,

Vi du: Food in this restaurant is
exorbitantly expensive.

@Beyond the reach: nam ngoai tam
Vdi.

Beyond /br'ja:nd/: vugt qua, vugt khdi
Reach /ri:tf/: tam vdi

Vi du: For me, studying abroad is
beyond the reach. My family can never
afford that.

@Inflation /in'flerfn/: lam phat.

Vi du: Wage increases must be in line
with inflation.

I'm not sure what things will be like in the future because, you know, the world is changing rapidly, and we
can't predict what's coming. For example, houses in the future can be bigger or smaller, there may be more
apartment buildings, or maybe in the next 20 years we can make flying houses. The world isn’t what it used
to be, so | think there’s nothing we can predict, at least for now.
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An unforgettable bike trip

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an unforgettable bike trip you had

You should say:

*  When it was

*  Where you went

*  Who you were with

+ And explain why you think it was unforgettable

Answer

| haven't cycled for a long time. The last time | can remember was at
least 10 years ago, when | was still in high school.

One day, | decided to take my bike out for a long ride to the outskirts
(mostly because | had too much free time and nothing to do).
Everything was alright at first. | really enjoyed the trip as | slowly
enjoyed all the things around me - the very simple things that |
usually didn't notice because of my dizzying®™ study schedule. |
could feel the rush of people dealing with their daily problems, the
joy of children playing on sidewalks. Then, came the bad thing: the
sky suddenly turned grey, and thunder started to roar®. At that time,
| was already on the outskirts, and it was an open space, so there
was no place for me to hide from the rain. To make the matter worse,
my tyre suddenly went flat® because it hit something sharp on the
road. | had to walk it in the rain for nearly 10 kilometres.

When | got home, of course | was soaking wet, and my parents
weren't very happy with that. | then got sick and had to stay in bed
for over a week because of that. It was definitely a bike trip that I'll
never forget.
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1. Dizzying /'diziip/: quay cuong, lam
chéng mat

Vi du: The car drove past at a dizzying
speed.

2. Thunder started to roar: sam chdp
dung dung

Thunder /'0andar/: s&m

Roar /ro:r/: gam lén

3. Flat tyre: xi IGp xe

Flat /flet/: phdng, bep

Tyre /'tator/: 16p xe

Vi du: We had to stop because of the
flat tyre.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Why is cycling not popular in many places nowadays?

| think there are 2 main reasons: bikes are slow and more

physically demanding® than vehicles like cars. You know, thé chat

bikes can only travel at a maximum of about 20km/h, but Physically /fizldi/: lién quan, thudc vé the
most people now have to commute a long distance every e

MPhysically demanding: doi hoi nhiéu vé mat

day, so using bikes can be quite time-consuming. Besides, Demanding /dr'mzndmy/: doi hdi nhieu
cycling requires quite a lot of physical strength, and not Vi du: The work is physically demanding so he
everyone can endure® 20 to 30 km of cycling every day. usually ends up being exhausted at the end of
That's why people prefer cars or motorbikes. the day.

@Endure /m'dur/: chiu dung mét diéu gi dé.
Vi du: The pain was almost too great to endure.

2. Do you think it is possible for companies to require everyone to go to work by bike?

No, that'll never be possible, at least not in the next 10 or 20
years. Cycling is physically demanding, as | said, and not
everyone lives near their workplace. If they are about 10 @Drain one's energy: rit can nang lugng.

km away from their workplace, cycling all that way to work, Drain /drem/: rdt can

plus congestion, the weather and something that may come Energy /'enardzi/: nang lugng

up®, will just drain all their energy®. And this will affect Vi du: Working from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. has drained
their work performance in the end. all of my energy.

@Come up: xuat hién mot cach dot ngot.
Vi du: I'm afraid something urgent has come up.

3. How do you think bicycles will change in the next 30 years?

| have no idea what bikes will be like in the future. The world is changing too rapidly and is too unpredictable.
Maybe in the next 30 years we'll have flying bikes, bikes with missiles or whatever. Who knows what people
can think of?
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Advice

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you gave advice to others
You should say:

*  When it was

+  To whom you gave the advice

+  What the advice was

+ And explain why you gave the advice

Answer

I'm going to tell you about a time that | gave my close friend a piece 1. A 10-point scale: thang diém 10
of advice about learning math. This happened over 10 years ago,  Scale /skeil/: thang, quy mo

when we were still in high school. Vi du: I got the highest score in the
class, with a 9 on a 10-point scale.

At that time, my friend was terrible at math: he couldn’t understand 2 One-on-one tuition: kém hoc 1-1

or solve even the simplest math problem. As a result, his math
score always remained under 6 on a 10-point scale®® .When the
final exam was near, he turned to me for help, and | agreed to help
him. However, because of his limited intelligence, he couldn't make
any progress even though | provided him with one-on-one tuition® Vi du: | was so happy that | passed the
after class, and gave him instructions on homework. In a moment  ¢ptrance exam with flying colours

of desperation, | gave him some final advice: the only way he could

make it through this is to cheat in the exam.

Tuition /tu't/n/: day kem

Vi du: Her parents paid a lot for her
one-on-one tuition at home.

3. Passed with flying colours: dau bai
thi véi diém sé cao

He took that advice seriously and worked on his vision every day. |
was surprised to see that he really had a talent for this. In the exam,
he cheated successfully and passed with flying colours®. Though |
know cheating isn't good, sometimes we still need it to achieve our
goal. And | was also happy because my advice could actually help
someone.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. On what occasions do people need advice from others?

| think that people tend to seek advice in cases where the . N . e e
peop ) ) i y (MFinancial difficulties: kho khan vé tai chinh
have sometrouble or difficulties. You know,in case of trouble, . . , e L
o Financial /fa'nzn(l/: thudc vé tai chinh

people often look for help, and advice is a form of help. For Difficulty /'difikelti/: khé khan
example, when we encounter financial difficulties®, we tend Vi du: They not only struggle with their
that their advice will get us out of the unpleasant situation. difficulties.

@Consult /kon'salt/: hoi 16i khuyén/ nho su trg

giup turai dé

Vi du: If the pain continues, consult your doctor.

2. Do you think we should believe in the advice of famous people?

It depends on the advice they give. You know, if famous people share something about what they're good at,
then maybe we should listen, but not when it's about something irrelevant to their job. For example, if a singer
advises people on how to sing well, that can be something to believe in. But if they tell you about how to fix
an air conditioner, it's probably better not to take their advice.

3. Why do some people pay to get advice from others?

I think some people assume they can get good advice from an expert if they pay because, to them, everything
comes with a price. For example, maybe they think that if we just ask someone for help without giving
anything back, we won't get anything good in return.
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A toy

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a toy you liked in your childhood.
You should say:

+  What kind of toy it is

*  When you received it

+  How you played it

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

| would like to talk about my Nintendo DS, which was one of my
favorite childhood toys. If I'm not mistaken, | got this toy when | was
a preteen. So, back then, my father made a promise that if | got a
highscore on my math exam, he would buy me a new toy. Therefore,
| tried my best and passed the test with flying colors®, so my father
kept his promise and | was over the moon®.

At first, | thought that he would buy me a lego set or an action
figure®. To my surprise, we went into a video game shop and bought
a Nintendo DS, which was a small device to play video games.

Well, in terms of appearance, it looked like a smartphone but thicker,
and it folds in half. | chose a grey coloured one so that my father
and | could lie to my mom that it was an electronic dictionary that |
needed to learn English.

There are many reasons why this toy made me so happy as a
child. First, it had many entertaining® and enjoyable games such
as Pokemon and Mario, so | could spend hours playing them and
having a blast. | must say that it made my childhood so much better.
Second, playing video games on the Nintendo DS helped me improve
my reflexes® and imagination, so | could perform better at school.
Finally, all the games are in English, so | had to use a dictionary to
understand them. Even though it was a white lie® to my mom, | think
that the Nintendo DS actually motivated me to learn English more.

Well, that's everything | want to say about this topic.
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1. Passed with flying colours: dau bai
thi véi di€ém sé cao

2. Over the moon: rat vui sudng

Vi du: | was over the moon when
received the result saying that | passed
the entrance exam with flying colours
3. Action figure: d6 choi hinh nhan
Action /'=k[n/: hanh dong

Figure /'figjor/: hinh dang

Vi du: My brother is really interested
in action figures so | gave them as a
birthday gift on his birthday.

4. Entertaining /entor'temniy/: mang
tinh giai tri

Vi du: She was always so funny and
entertaining.

5. Reflex /'ri:fleks/: hanh déng phan
xa

Vi du: Almost as areflex action, | grab
my pen as the phone rings.

6. White lie: 15i noi doi v6 hai

Vi du: What's the harm in telling a little
white lie?
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What's the difference between the toys kids play with now and those they played with in the past?

Modern toys are drastically different® from toys in the
past. The biggest difference is that modern toys are
made from plastic or other synthetic® materials, and are
manufactured® on a large scale in a factory, which reduces
their price. In comparison, in the past toys were made by
hand using natural materials like wood or clay, and they
required a lot of skill to make so toymakers were artisans®
and craftsmen®. Take the classic doll, as an example, they
used to be luxurious works of art that only the rich can
afford, but nowadays anyone can buy a plastic doll in a mall.

MDrastically different: khac biét rat nhiéu
Drastically /'dreestikli/: dang k€&, dot ngot
Different /'difrant/: khac biét

Vi du: It's drastically different now than it was a
year ago.

@Synthetic /sin'Getik/: (chat liéu) tdng hop

Vi du: Even the hair is synthetic.

®Manufacture / meenju'faektfar/: san xuat

Vi du:
equipment used to make contact lenses.

This company manufactures the

@Artisan /'a:rtezn/: nghé nhan

Vi du: The hand-woven textiles were made by
skilled local artisans.

G Craftsman /'kraftsmoan/: thg tht cong

Vidu: Itis clearly the work of a master craftsman.

2. Do you think parents should buy more toys for their kids or spend more time with them?

Parents should absolutely spend more quality time with
their children because parental care® and guidance® are
crucial to the healthy development of a child. For instance,
playing and telling stories with kids can help them improve
their verbal communication and express their feelings®
better. However, toys can also be helpful in enhancing
children’s imagination and creativity since they can play
with many colors and shapes.

3. Should advertisements aimed at children be banned?

Well, although these kinds of advertisements are
problematic®, | don't think they should be banned. It's
apparent that after children watch these advertisements,
they tend to insiston their parents buying® those products.
When it comes to unhealthy stuff like fast food and such
things, it will do harm to their health. But | don't think
banning those advertisements is a good idea because that
would make a great number of people redundant?,
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®Parental care: s quan tam clia cha me
Parental /pa'rentl/: thudc vé cha me

Care /ker/: sy quan tam

Vi du: The lack of parental care might do harm
on children’s mental health.

(MGuidance /'gardns/: su huéng dan

Vi du: There should be a guidance for teachers
on how to use video in the classroom
®Express one'’s feelings: bay té cam xuc
Express /ik'spres/: bay to

Feeling /'fi:lm/: cam xuc

Vi du: I'm not good at expressing my feelings, so
not many people can understand me.

Oproblematic /pra:blo'mzaetik/: rac réi, nhiéu
van dé

Vi du: The situation is more problematic than we
first thought.

(1%nsist on someone doing something: nang
nac, nai ni ai lam gi

insist /m'sist/

Vi du: She insisted on him wearing a suit.
(Mredundant /rr'dandant/: that nghiép, mat
viéc

Vi du: After the economic crisis, millions of
people were made redundant.
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An art exhibition

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an art exhibition that you visited.

You should say:

+  When you saw this exhibition

*  Where the exhibition was held

+  What was on display

+  And explain your impression of the exhibition.

Answer

I would like to talk about the Hanoi Photography Exhibition, which is
one of my favorite art exhibitions. If I'm not mistaken, | took part in
this event four months ago. So, back then, | went on a trip to Hanoi,
the capital of Vietnam, and came across® a photography exhibition
near Ho Guom walking street, so | decided to check it out.

At first, | thought that a photography exhibition would be lame and
uninteresting. To my surprise, this event was a real eye-opener®
about how a camera can create great artwork®.

Well, in terms of the venue, it was an outdoor event and the pictures
were displayed alongside Guom lake, so anyone could freely come
and take a look at them without buying a ticket. The exhibits fit the
beautiful scenery of that area and attracted a lot of pedestrians®.

There are many reasons why | really liked this art exhibition. First,
there were many beautiful photos that depict® life in different parts
of the world. For example, there were photos of rural villages in
Africa where people lived in harsh® conditions but still led happy
lives. Second, the photographers used interesting perspectives®
and techniques to create dramatic photos which expressed a clear
message about love, equality and freedom. Finally, there were
descriptions under each photo so | was able to learn about the
meaning and context that the photographers want to show in their
artwork.

Well, that's everything | want to say about this topic.
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1. Eye-opener /‘a1 suapanar/: mot cai
gi d6 khién m& mang tam mat

Vi du: Travelling around India was a
real eye-opener for me.

2. Artwork /'arrtwsrk/: tac pham
nghé thuat

Vi du: Can you let me have the finished
artwork for the poster by Friday?

3. Pedestrian /pa'destrion/: ngudi di
bd (nguoi di dudng)

Vi du: Two pedestrians were injured
when the car skidded.

4. Depict /dr'pikt/: miéu ta

Vi'du: The novel depicts French society
in the 1930s.

5. Harsh /ha:rf/: khac nghiét

Vi du: The punishment was harsh and
unfair.

6. Perspective /par'spektiv/: géc nhin
Vi du: A historical perspective may
help us understand the issue.

7. Come across: di qua, bat gap
Vidu: I came a cross children sleeping
under bridges.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do people have different opinions about art?

| believe everyone has different taste in art® because
beauty is entirely subjective®. For example, Picasso's
paintings may look like a bunch of meaningless® shapes
to some people, but they are also priceless masterpieces®
to others. Therefore, | believe each person should form their
own opinion about the value of artwork.

2. Why do some people like to collect expensive paintings?

Collecting valuable artwork is a way for wealthy individuals®
to show their social status®. Since some paintings are
invaluable™ and cost millions of dollars, having them
displayed in their gallery® can boost the prestige® and
reputation® of the owner. For instance, imagine having
famous paintings like the Mona Lisa in your living room,
it would gather more attention" than the most expensive
supercars. Still, | think that some rich people genuinely(?
enjoy art for its own sake(®, not showing off.
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(MTaste in arts: gu nghé thuat

Taste /teist/: s thich, gu

Art /a:rt/: nghé thuat

Vi du: No one can understand his taste of arts.
@Subjective /sab'dzektiv/: chi quan

Vi du: Everyone’s opinion seems to be subjective.
(®Meaningless /'mi:niglas/: vo nghia

Vidu: We fill up our lives with meaningless tasks.
@Priceless masterpiece: kiét tac vo gia
Priceless /'praislos/: vO gid

Masterpiece /'mastarpi:s/: kiét tac

Vi du:
masterpieces. Being rich doesn’t mean you can

Those paintings are priceless

buy them.

®Wealthy individuals: nhiing ca nhan giau cé
Wealthy /'wel6i/: giau cé

Individual /,indr'vidzusl/: cd nhan

Vi du: Famous singers and actors are considered
to be wealthy individuals in my countries.
©®)Social status: dia vi xa hoi

Social /'soufl/: thudc vé xa hoi

Status /'steitas/: tinh trang, dia vi

Vi du: People are paying more attention to social
status and wealth these days.

MInvaluable /m'veeljusbl/: rat co gia tri

Vi du: The book will be invaluable for students in
higher education.

®Gallery /'gzelori/: tri€n 1am, bd suu tap

Vi du: The painting is now on display at the
National Gallery in London.

©Prestige /pre'stizz/: uy tin

Vi du: There is a lot of prestige attached to
owning a car like this.

(9Reputation /,repju'ter/n/: danh ti€éng

Vi du: She soon established a reputation as a
first-class cook.

(WGather more attention: thu hut nhiéu su chu
y hon

Gather /'gadar/: tap hop, thu thap

Attention /a'tenfn/: swchuy

Vi du: She’s doing anything she can to gather
more attention from the public.

(12 Genuinely /'dzenjuinli/: that sy
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Vi du: There are some genuinely funny moments
in the film.

(3) For one's sake: vi ai/cai gi

Sake /seik/

Vi du: | won't tell him that story, for his sake.

3. Are art exhibitions popular in your country?

To be honest, | have no idea because art has never been my
interest. Frankly speaking, | have never visited an art gallery
once in my life. But | guess art exhibitions do not really gain
in popularity¥ in my country because none of my friends or

(9gain in popularity: dugc yéu thich, ua chudng
gain /gem/: gianh dugc, dat dugc

popularity / pa:pju'leerati/: sy yéu thich, sy ua
chudng

acquaintances have ever visited such places. Vi du: Her novels have gained in popularity over
recent years.

(9acquaintance /o'kweintons/: ngudi quen

Vi du: Claire has a wide circle of friends and
acquaintances.
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Wild animals

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you got close to wild animals.
You should say:

*  Where you were

*  What the animals were doing

*  Who you were with

+  And explain what your reaction was

Answer

| would like to talk about a time when | got close to an elephant,
which is one of the most important wild animals of my country. If I'm
not mistaken, a few years ago | went on a school trip with my family
to the city zoo. At that time, we went to the elephant enclosure®™ and
| was excited to see an elephant in the flesh® since | had only seen
them on TV before that time.

At first, | was under the impression that the elephant would look so
cute and adorable. However, it turns out that the elephant was a
gigantic® beast that towered over® everyone at my school, and it
was much more majestic® than what | saw on TV.

Well, in terms of appearance, the elephant was a huge animal, |
guess it must be 4 meters tall and weigh several tons. The most
outstanding features of this animal were its trunk, which it can
use to manipulate® objects or interact with the environment like
drinking water and so on. It also has a giant pair of tusks™, which
are made of white ivory® and it uses these tusks to defend itself.
The elephant ears also take up a lot of space on its head, to me it
looked like a huge pair of wings.

| really loved this encounter with the elephant for many reasons.
First, we got to feed the elephant with sugar cane, and the elephant
ate it with so much joy. Another reason is that they are so huge and
have so much strength but also have a gentle heart® and rarely hurt
anything, which are the qualities that | try to emulate® in my own
life. Finally, the elephant plays an important role in the history of
my country because many national heroes, like Nguyen Hue, rode
elephants into battle and crushed their enemies®".

9. Gentle heart: trai tim diu dang

Gentle /'dzentl/: nhe nhang

Heart /ha:rt/: trai tim

Vi du: She’s a nice woman with a gentle heart.
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1. Enclosure /m'klauzar/: khu nudi
nhét, viéc rao dat lai

Vi du: There is a wildlife enclosure in
the East of the area.

2. See someone/something in the
flesh: thay ai d6/cai gi d6 bang xuong
bang thit

Flesh /flef/: thit

Vi du: Thousands of fans gathered to
see the band in the flesh.

3. Gigantic /dzar'geentik/: khéng 16
Vi du: The bomb caused a gigantic
explosion.

4. Tower over. to hon

Tower /'tavar/

Vi du: With that height, he towered over
all of his classmates.

5. Majestic /ma'dzestik/: hung vi

Vi du: The Rockies are majestic in size.
6. Manipulate /ma'nipjulert/: diéu
khién, thao tung

Vi du: As a politician, he knows how to
manipulate public opinion.

7. Tusk /task/: nga (voi)

Vi du: Elephants are often hunted for
their tusks.

8. Ivory /'awveri/: (chat) nga

Vi du: There should be a ban on the
ivory trade.
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10. Emulate /'emjulert/: |lam theo, bat chudc
Vi du: She hopes to emulate her sister’s sporting achievements.

11. Crush the enemies: dé bep ké thu
Crush /kraf/: nghién nat, dé bep
Enemy /'enami/: ké thu

Vi du: Our ancestors fought really hard and crushed our enemies in the past to claim victory.

IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Are animals important to our life?

Without a doubt, animals play a crucial role in our life. An
important benefit of animals is that they provide us with
food and without them it is hard for humans to get enough
nutrition. For example, beef, pork and poultry provide an
important source of protein® and other nutrients that
cannot be substituted® with vegetables. However, the meat
industry has many unethical practices® because animals
are kept in horrible conditions and slaughtered® with

inhumane® methods.

This publication's user rights are given to

Ma& din hang: 004220428 | Phone: 0848846586 | Email: hoangmaichi2705@gmail.com

MPlay a crucial role: dong mot vai trdo quan
trong

Crucial /'kru:fl/: quan trong

Role /raul/: vai tro

Vi du: Money plays a crucial role in our life.
@source of protein: ngudn protein

Source /sors/: nguén

Protein /'prauti:n/

Vi du: All kinds of meat provide a source of
protein.

@Substitute /'sabstitu:t/: thay thé

Vi du: Can you find someone to substitute for
you at the meeting?

@Unethical practice: hanh vi vo dao duc
Unethical /an'eB1kl/: vd dao dirc

Practice /'praktis/: hanh dong, viéc lam

Vi du: Killing animals for fur or leather is an
unethical practice that needs to be stopped.
®)Slaughter /'slo:tar/: tan sat

Vidu: Men, women and children were slaughtered
and villages destroyed.

®Inhumane /,mhju:'mem/: v nhan dao

Vi du: Conditions for prisoners were described
as inhumane.
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2. Why do people keep pets?

| believe that people enjoy having a pet such as a cat or
a dog because they provide us with good company®, they
always shower® us with affection® if we treat them well.
For instance, whenever I'm in a bad mood, my cat always
sits on my lap and makes me feel warm inside so | no
longer feel down. Still, | think that being a pet owner is a
big responsibility and can cause you a lot of stress because
you need to take care of them, feed them and take them to
the vet( regularly.

3. How do people in your country feel about wild animals?

Well, | can't speak for all. Each person might have their own
thoughts and feelings about animals. Some may feel scared
or frightened when they get close to an animal, even when it
is kept in the cage". To be honest, I'm one of those people.
Others, on the other hand, might feel a sense of excitement
when they can see animals in reality('?.
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MCompany /’kampani/: su bau ban, di cung

Vi du: The children are very good company at
this age.

®Shower /'favar/: cho nhiéu, ti tap, dén dap
Vi du: The bride and groom were showered with
rice as they left the church.

OAffection /a'fekfn/: tinh cam, yéu thuong

Vi du: Children need lots of love and affection.
(9Vet /vet/: thay

Vi du: We had to take the dog to the local vet.

(Mcage /keidz/: chubng

Vi du: I don't like seeing animals in cages.

02)jn reality /ri'zelati/: trong thuc té

Vi du: The media portray her as happy and
successful, but in reality she has a difficult life.
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A problem with using a computer

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you had a problem with using a computer.
You should say:

+  When it happened

*  Where it happened

+  Why the computer couldn’t work

+  And explain how you solved the problem at last

Answer

| would like to talk about a time when my computer was infected®
with a malware® program. If I'm not mistaken, this happened when
| was in grade 9. At that time, | was trying to pirate® some video
games on some sketchy® websites when suddenly my computer
froze and shut down.

Atfirst, | was under the impression that my computer had a hardware
problem, so | restarted it. However, it turned out that my computer
was affected by a malware program and there were many messages
on the desktop telling me to download stuff to fix my computer.

| was a tech-savvy® kid at my age, so | didn't let that problem faze®
me at all. | tried many things to get the computer to work. First, | tried
to uninstall® the harmful software but it just crashed my computer
if | tried to delete it. So, | tried to use the Antivirus software on my
computer, and it detected many viruses and dangerous programs,
and | tried to clean up my computer with the antivirus. Fortunately,
it worked and | was able to remove the malware from my computer.
Thanks to this incident, | learned a valuable lesson that | shouldn’t
download everything on the internet and | should be more careful
when browsing the web®.
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1. infect /m'fekt/: lam lay nhiém
Vidu: Itis not possible to infect another
person through kissing.

2. malware /'mzlwer/: phan mém
doc hai

Vi du: You need to take a course to
know how to protect yourself against
malware.

3. pirate /'parrat/: xam pham tac
quyén, xai lau

Vi du: Jones was accused of having
pirated the scientist’s work.

4. sketchy /'sketfi/: m& am, khong
trung thuc

Vi du: He was a man with a sketchy
past.

5. tech-savvy /tek 'sevi/: hi€u biét,
thich tha céng nghé

Vi du: The bank needs to meet the

demands of today’s tech-savvy
consumers.

6. faze /feiz/: lam bGi r6i, lam ling
tung

Vi du: She wasnt fazed by his
comments.

7. uninstall /anm'sto:l/: g& bd
(chuong trinh trén may tinh)

Vi du: Let’s uninstall any programs that
you no longer need.

8. browse the web: duyét web
browse /bravz/: luét qua

Vi du: | spent the whole evening just
browsing webs on the internet.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Is it better to fix a computer yourself or take it to a repair shop?

| think this depends on the type of problems that your
computer might have because fixing minor problems® can
help people become more tech-savvy compared to relying
on other people to repair it for them. For example, when my
computer was infected with a virus, | looked up some online
tutorials to install a new operating system®, which taught
me many useful lessons about technology. However, when
it comes to® serious hardware® issues, | think taking my
computer to a professional is inevitable® because | don't
have enough parts or skill to repair it myself.

2. Are young people better with computers than old people?

Well | think that the majority® of young people are better
with technology than old people since they have had
more exposure to technological devices. For example,
my young brother can use a smartphone like it's a natural
instinct®, but my grandfather struggles® to figure out®
how to use Facebook despite my instruction. Still, | think
that many senior citizens know computers like the back of
their hand" since in their time computers were much more
difficult to use, so they had to learn everything on their own.
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minor problems: van dé nhé

minor /'mamar/: nhd

problem /'pra:blom/: van dé

Vi du: It's just a minor problem, don’t worry!
@operating system /'a:parertm sistam/: hé
diéu hanh

Vi du: Which operating system do you use?
®when it comes to: khi néi dén

Vi du: When it comes to success, each person
has their own definition.

@hardware /'ha:rdwer/: phan cimg

Vi du: They stock printers, keyboards, and other
hardware.

®inevitable /m'evitabl/: khéng thé tranh khoi
Vi du: It was an inevitable consequence of the
decision.

®majority /ma'dzo:rati/: da sé

Vi du: The majority was in favour of banning
smoking.

(Mbe exposed to: dugc tiép xuc véi

exposed /1k'spavzd/

Vi du: Children are more likely to become
aggressive if they are exposed to violent
programmes.

®instinct /'mstmkt/: ban nang

Vi du: His first instinct was to run away.
Ostruggle /'stragl/: d4u tranh, chat vat

Vi du: Shona struggled for breath.

(19figure out: tim ra

figure /'figjor/

Vi du: We've been working on the issue for days
but haven't figured out the solution.

(Wknow someone/something like the back of
one's hand: hi€u/biét ai/cai gi nhu long ban tay
Vi du: This is where | grew up. | know this area
like the back of my hand.

911|ZIM



3. Do you think computers make our life simpler or more complex?

Simpler, of course. With just a few mouse clicks(?, any
tasks can be done like mailing or shopping. In the past, it
took people days or even weeks to travel from one place
to another. But now, with the help of computers, all kinds
of communication or interaction can be done regardless regardless /ri'ga:rdlos/

of(13 [ocation. So | believe our life has become much easier Vi du: People can attend online courses
thanks to technology and computers. regardless of age or background.

(2mouse click /maus klik/: ci nhap chudt

Vi du: You can make friends with people from all
over the world with a few mouse clicks.
(3regardless of: bat k&
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An article on health /

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an article on health you read in a magazine or on the internet

You should say:

*  Whatitwas

*  Where you read it

+  Whyyouread it

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

I'd like to share an article about water fasting® which | recently came
across®@. | assume this can be quite a new term to many people, but
not to those who are interested in weight loss. Well, from what I've
read, water fasting is a period when a person consumes nothing
but water only, in order to lose weight and the maximum time to go
without food is 3 days. This method is gaining popularity gradually
in developed countries and is often regarded as a safe and natural
health movement. | saw this article when | was searching for safe
ways to go on a diet as, you know, a healthy body brings a healthy
mind. The phrase 'water fasting' immediately caught my attention®
since I've always known water is essential but never imagined that
people could lose weight just by drinking it. It took me by surprise
even more when | discovered we could go for 3 days just by drinking
water. | reckon that this is a scientific way to lose weight quickly, but
| have no intention in trying because | was looking for a long-term
method. Regardless, | think water fasting can be helpful to those
who want to shake off® some weight for an important date.
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1. water fasting /'wo:te 'fa:stiy/ (n):
giam can bang nudc loc

Vi du: When you follow water fasting
method to lose weight, you cannot eat
anything except water.

2. come across something/someone
/ kam o'krps 'sam01y /'samwan /(phr.
v): bat gap ai dé hoac cai gi do

Vi du: When she was cleaning her
room, she came across her old diary.
3. catch someone’s attention / ketf
'samwan a'tenf(s)n / (phr. v): danh
dugc swchu y cla ai dé

Vi du: Her appearance will definitely
catch the employer's attention.

4. shake off /feik of /(phr. v): rli bo

Vi du: I tried to shake off my stress
by listening to my favorite song, but it
didn't work at all.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. Do you think people are healthier now than in the past?

Not quite. | agree that people now have more access to
health-related news and can prevent themselves from
unwanted health problems at an early age. However, at
the same time, people also face more health risks due to
industrial activities and modern lifestyle habits. In many
parts of the world, people have to deal with severe air and
water pollution, and this can deteriorate™ their health
significantly. Also, most young people nowadays prioritize®
work over health and resort to fast food, which is very
unhealthy.

2. How can you tell whether a website is reliable or not?

| would probably base that on its popularity and the
reputation of any associated institutions. Usually if a
website is owned by any government or official agency, it
usually ends with .com or .org. On the other hand, websites
which have many pop-up ads® or are poorly designed are
much less credible®.

3. What activities can schools organize for children to keep fit?

(deteriorate /dr'tiri.a.rert/ (v): lam xau di

Vi du: Josh's grandmother condition suddenly
deteriorated yesterday.

@prioritize /prar'omra.taiz/ (v): uu tién

Vi du: Learning how to prioritize your work is
essential if you want to improve your productivity.

©®pop-up ads /'popap =dz/: quang cdo xuat
hién ngau nhién

Vi du: Pop-up ads always make me feel annoyed.
@credible /'kred.a.bal/ (adj): dang tin cay

Vi du: There was no credible evidence which
could prove that he was the thief.

From what | know, PE is compulsory in the school curriculum in most places and this is one of the easiest
and most effective ways to make children engage in physical activity. Schools should also promote sporting
clubs as well as hosting regular sports competitions to encourage students to exercise. These activities
should come with extra credits, so students can be more motivated.

4. What can governments do to improve people’s health?

| haven't come up with any effective solution on a large
scale. One thing the governments can do is to impose®
higher taxes on unhealthy products like sweet drinks and
fast food to reduce consumption. Hosting national sports
competitions with monetary rewards could also give people
more motivation to start exercising. But for the most part,
people themselves have to be more conscious of the
influence of their daily routine on their health if they want to
achieve any improvements in their health.
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®impose /mm'pouz/ (v): ban hanh
Vi du: It is necessary to impose high taxes on
alcohol.
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A famous person

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a famous person you are interested in

You should say:

*  Who he/she s

«  How you knew about him/her

+  What he/she was like before he/she became famous
«  And explain why you are interested in him/her

Answer

Well, there is a celebrity that I've been dying to meet in person. Her
name is Taylor Swift - a worldwide renowned™ American artist.
If | remember correctly, | got to know her when | was browsing®
YouTube and came across one of her most well-known songs - Red.
| was immediately hooked on the catchy melody® and genuinely @
impressed by how gorgeous she looked in the music video. When |
listened to it the second time, | became obsessed with the song®
as | could totally relate to the story® she delivered in the lyrics. The
more | get to know about her, the more | understand that she has
such a strong will?. Taylor wasn't born with a silver spoon in her
mouth®, so she had to work hard to achieve recognition from the
music industry as they already have so much prejudice® against
women doing music. Another virtue® that I've learned from Taylor
is humbleness". Even being a rank A pop star, she remains down-
to-earth('? and is always sincere to her fans. | believe that she uses
her journey and musical works to inspire young women to become
successful and independent and that's also why I've been a die-hard
fan? of her.

1. renowned /ri'navnd/ (adj): ndi
tiéng, cé danh tiéng

Vi du: My hometown is renowned for
its breathtaking scenery.

2. browse /bravz/ (v): |én mang

Vi du: When | have free time, | keep
browsing around the Internet.

3. catchy melody /'ketfi 'meladi/: giai
diéu hap dan

Vi du: | love this song because of its
catchy melody.

4. genuinely /'dzenjuinli/ (adv):
chan thanh

Vi du: He genuinely apologized for his
past mistake.

5. become obsessed with someone/
something / br'kam ab'sest wid
'samwan/'sam6m /(phr. v): bi am anh
bdi ai/cai gi do

Vi du: He has become obsessed with
materialistics and reputation since he
moved to the urban area.

6. relate someone to something / rr'leit 'samwan tu: 'sam6iy/: lién hé ai d6 véi moét cai gi do

Vi du: | cannot relate myself to her situation as I've never experienced such thing.

7. strong will / stra:p'wild/ (n): y chinh manh mé
Vi du: She overcame all of the difficulties in her life with a strong will.

8. born with a silver spoon in someone mouth /bo:n wid s 'silve spu:n in 'samwan mau8/ (idiom): giau c6 va thanh cong

tlr khi méi sinh ra.

Vi du: Children who were born with a silver spoon in their mouth tend to lack of the ability to empathize with others.

9. prejudice /'preds.s.dis/ (n): dinh kién

Vi du: Instead of putting prejudice against homesexuals, people should accept them with an open view.

10. virtue /'vz-.tfu:/ (n): dirc hanh

Vi du: There are a lot of virtues | can learn from him, such as patience and honesty.
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11. humbleness /'ham.bal.nas/ (n): khiém tén

Vi du: His humbleness makes other people respect him.

12. down-to-earth /,daun.tu:'3:0/ (adj): chan thanh

Vi du: The main reason which makes me like my teacher is the fact that he is always down-to-earth and honest with his
students.

13. die-hard fan /'datha:d feen/ (n): fan cimg

Vi du: I've been a die-hard fan for Taylor Swift for 10 years.

IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What kinds of famous people are there in your country?

From the way | see it, in Vietnam, people who are considered popular are very diverse. They could be famous
actors, singers, or comedians, you name it. In fact, celebrities nowadays are measured by their presence on
social platforms like Facebook, Tiktok and so on, rather than whether they are talented or not. That's why |
would say that famous people in Vietham are varied

2. What are the differences between famous people today and those in the past?

Years ago, | believe that most celebrities gained their popularity through their hard work, talent, and skill. In
other words, people in the past had to make a certain effort to achieve some kind of accomplishment, like
being a renowned artist or something, whereas today, it's mostly based on social media presence and how
well someone can draw attention, regardless of their skill or talent.

3. Do you think famous people are necessarily good in their field?

Perhaps not. | mean, a lot of people became famous solely because they are determined at what they do, not
because they are exceptionally good at it. Many stars are acknowledged simply because they are distinct
from others, for better or for worse. But | guess it also depends on the field they are working in. If they are
sports stars, they have to excel as this is a highly competitive field.

4. Do you think the media are putting too much attention on famous people?

They do, but it's justifiable®. For some reason, the public
seems to always care more about celebrities and their
personal lives than other important issues. So, to generate
money, media channels target famous people to attract @sign up for (phr. v): dai dién cho
more public attention, views, and discussion. Well, although Vi du: Hedi Klumn signs up for the golden era of
| think celebrities are receiving too much unnecessary Victoria Secret model.
attention, it is what they sign up for® as being a public @public figure /pab.lik 'figjor/ (n): ngudi cda
figure® also means being in the spotlight® all the time. cbng chung

Vi du: Her scandal proves that she cannot

Mjustifiable /'d3as.te.far.a.bal/ (adj): chinh dang
Vi du: According to the council, his self-defense
behavior was justifiable.

become a real public figure.

@gpotlight /'spa:tlait/ (n): tam diém, anh hao
quang

Vi du: Behind the spotlight of a person is the
difficulties they are facing.
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A person

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a person who you think wears unusual clothes
You should say:

+  Who this person is

+  How you knew this person

+  What his/her clothes are like

+ And explain why you think his/her clothes are unusual

Answer

| am going to tell you about a celebrity that | find whose taste in
fashion is pretty unique. He is Billy Porter, a well-known American
actor in the LGBT community. To be honest, | have been a big fan
of him since | was a high school student, so | literally follow him
on all of his social media, such as Twitter and Instagram. Although
he always shows up on TV programs and public events wearing
abnormal™ costumes, | believe that his outfits never go out of
style®. Other than that, this man is extremely brilliant when he uses
his clothes to make a fashion statement . Unlike others, plain and
sober® colors don't exist in his closet. Porter mostly wears only
vibrant and fluorescent® colors like orange and red. One time, at
the 2019 Golden Globes events, Porter gained a great amount of
attention® from the media for wearing an embroidered® suit and
pink cape®. His intention wasn't to seek fame® but to challenge the
social norm® on masculinity(® since he believes that regardless of
our gender, we are free to choose how we want to present ourselves
to the public. No doubt that other people may consider his style weird
and a bit outrageous", | just appreciate it and hope that people can
have a more open mind toward fashion in the future. | wish | could
have his confidence to state my personality through what | put on.

7. cape /keip/ (n): 4o choang

1. abnormal /zb'no:rmsl/ (adj): bat
thutng

Vi du: His abnormal heartbeat can be
the signal for a stroke.

2. go out of style / gau aut bv stail/
(idiom): an mac 16i mét

Vi du: Those pairs of jeans never go
out of style.

3. sober /'sou.ba+/ (adj): mau nha nhan
Vi du: Her closet covers with vibrant
colors, without any sober clothing.

4. fluorescent /flo:'res.ant/ (ad)): cé
mau huynh quang

Vi du: John's newest collection has
inspiration from fluorescent colors.

5. gain a great amount of attention
(phrase): nhan dugc lugng |6n suchu
y

Vi du: Last night's incident gain a great
amount of attention from the public.

6. embroidered /im'bror.da-/ (v): théu
Vi du: In the past, the aristocracy
was very fond of hand-embroidered
clothes.

Vi du: Superheroes in comic books usually use capes as a part of their main costume.

8. fame /ferm/ (n) danh vong
Vi du: Some people only come to the city to seek for fortune and fame.
9. social norm /'saufal no:m /(n): chuadn muc xa hoi

Vi du: Social norms are shared standards of acceptable behavior by the society.

10. masculinity /, mzs.kja'lin.a.ti/ (n): nam tinh

Vi du: Toxic masculinity is the main reason for male violence and sexism.
11. outrageous /,avt'rer.dzas/ (adj): thai qua

Vi du: The prices of these handbags are just outrageous.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. Do you think what people wear can influence their mood?

It surely can. I dorecall reading from an article that our mood,
attitude, and confidence level can be affected depending on
what we choose to put on. For example, dressing in black
clothes can easily generate negative energy, while dressing
in bright and life-giving colors such as yellow and orange
can boost one's overall energy and the people around them.
Nevertheless, it also depends on their preference. If people
get to wear what flatters” their figure or what they like, that
could raise their self-confidence significantly.

2. Do you think it is a good idea to buy clothes online?

I mean, why not. Generally, shopping online is far more
convenient than shopping at most conventional retail
stores®, where you need to do all the travel to get what you
want. Not to mention, we can compare the prices easily
beforehand when shopping online. Besides, more and more
online shopping platforms nowadays are offering great
discounts, safe payment processes and lightning-fast
delivery®.

3. What kind of clothes do people wear in the workplace?

In the past, workplace dress codes® were always a matter
of great concern because most would just wear formal
clothing® in black and white, which is kind of boring.
However, in recent years, the fashion culture in the working
environment, as | believe, has gone through a lot of changes.
For example, employees are not required to dress in office
clothes such as suits and shirts anymore, but | am pretty
sure that there is always an implicit rule® in which they
must always look well-groomed™. People nowadays are
way more into fashion than in the past, so, understandably,
dress codes in the workplace are no longer so strict.
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Mflatter /'flet.a-/ (v): tAng bdc mot ngudi nao
dé
Vi du: This dress flatters her body shape.

@retail store /'ri:te1l sto: / (n): clra hang ban 1é
Vi du: Most of the products you buy in a retail
store have a higher price than those sell online.

Glightning-fast delivery /'laitnig-fa:st dr'liveri/:
giao hang cuc nhanh

Vi du: | appreciate the lightning-fast delivery of
this shipping service.

@dress code / dres kaud/: quy dinh vé trang
phuc

Vi du: In my company, employees don't have to
follow any certain dress code.

®formal clothing /'fo:mal 'kloudm/: quan ao
trang trong

Vi du: It is compulsory to wear formal clothing
in a funeral.

®implicit rule /im'plisit ru:l/: quy tat ngam
Vidu: In a conversation, it is normal for people to
use implicit communication rules like the use of
facial expressions and body language.
Mwell-groomed /,wel 'gruzmd/ (adj): chin chu
Vi du: The ladies tend to fall for well-groomed
men.
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4. What are the differences between clothes worn by old people and those by young people?

Let's start with dressing styles. Compared to young people,
who are likely to stay up to date with the latest trends and
are ready to experience wearing all types of clothing, the
elderly are more familiar with traditional clothes, something

®discreet /dr'skri:t/ (n): kin ddo

Vi du: She knocked on the door discreetly
because she was afraid that the baby might
wake up.

casual and won't cause any inconvenience. Especially in
Vietnam, it's not hard to spot the difference in the dressing
style of young and old people. The elderly will only dress up
a little bit when there are special occasions but still in a very
reserved and discreet® manner. Meanwhile, young people
are eager to make a fashion statement.

Something important

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe something important that has been kept in your family for a long time
You should say:

+  Whatitis

*  When your family had it

«  How your family got it

+ And explain why it is important to your family

Answer

There are many things that have been passed down® in my family,
and my grandfather's self-written book is probably the one that
| cherish® the most. This book has been around dozens of years
before | was born, so it is valuable to our family without a doubt.
To the best of my recollection, my grandfather wrote this book
when he was in the military. He served the country for more than 3
years, and during his time in the force, he wrote down his feelings,
experiences, and many hidden stories that weren't told in any history
books. | remembered him telling me that after Vietnam regained
independence, his diary was one of his most priceless assets®, so
he decided to properly rewrite his diary into a book of his own. He
managed to get in touch with his friend® who worked in publication
and had the book published, but in very small numbers. The original
copy of the book, which my grandfather wrote by hand himself,
has been well-preserved in our living room for more than 40 years
now. | take pride in my family® every time | look at it, because the
book itself states how much my grandfather has contributed to the
country so we can all live in peace right now.
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1. pass down / pa:s daun /(phr. v):
truyén lai cho thé hé sau

Vi du: I will never pass down my legacy
to anyone not in my family.

2. cherish /'tfer.1f/ (v): tran trong

Vi du: Parents should cherish their
children by letting them have their own
independence.

3. assert /-'s3<t/ (v): khéng dinh

Vi du: She officially asserts on TV that
all rumors about her are wrong.

4. to get in touch with someone / tu:
get m tatf wid 'samwan/: lién lac véi

Vi du: You can get in touch with the
students’ council by their hotline.

5. take pride in something /sombody/
teik praid in 'sam61y/'sambadi/: tirhao
vé ai d6 hoac cai gi dé

Vi du: You are a doctor so you should
take more pride in your work.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What things do families keep for a long time?

Probably rare and expensive porcelain items. They are
usually high in value, so they are passed down from
generation to generation as a statement for the wealthiness
of the family. Besides, sentimental® items are also kept for
quite a long time to remind family members of the ups and
downs® and how important family traditions are.

Msentimental / sen.te'men.tal/ (adj): da cam

Vi du: She kept the letters for sentimental
reasons.

@ups and downs /.aps an 'davnz/ (n): nhiing
thang tram trong cudc sdng

Vi du: We have been best friends for nearly 10
years, and have been through many ups and
downs together.

2. What's the difference between things valued by people in the past and today?

| don't see much difference, to be honest. As | have
mentioned, things with monetary® or sentimental value
are kept carefully and passed down to the later generation.
| guess the only difference is people's attitudes towards
these items. From what | see, young people often take these
items for granted® unless they can profit from them.

3. What kinds of things are kept in museums?

It varies. They can be personal items of past emperors like
their clothes, basic necessities or decorations like paintings.
Moreover, there are also remnants® of war like weapons,
bombs, and historical documents. Basically, any items that
belong to any historical event are preserved carefully in
museums for research and exhibition purposes.

4. What's the influence of technology on museums?

Advanced technology has certainly brought positive
changes to museum exhibitions. Many places have
enabled viewing displays in museums in 3D through online
platforms, which is quite a fascinating experience for young
people. Audio descriptions have also been integrated® in
many museums to enhance visitors' experience. All | can
say is that technology truly brings places like museums
closer to the public.
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®monetary /'man.s.tri/ (adj): thudc vé tién té
Vi du: The monetary unit of the USA is the dollar.
“take something for granted / teik 'sam®Oin fo:
‘gra:ntid / (idiom): khong biét quy trong, xem
nhe mét cai gi dé

Vi du: Alice was a good friend but none of her
friends took her for granted.

®remnant /'rem.nant/ (n): tan tich
Vi du: Kukulkan pyramid is the only remnants of
the Maya's former civilization.

®integrated /'in.ta.grertid/ (adj): tich hgp
Vi du: Many private integrated school systems
have been established in the recent years.
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A thing that you bought

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a thing that you bought and felt pleased about
You should say:

+  What you bought

*  Where you bought it

+  What it was for

+ And explain why you felt pleased about it

Answer

I'm going to tell you about my recent purchase when | was in
quarantine®. It was on my birthday that | decided to buy a brand-
new cleaning robot as a treat for myself. | was extremely pleased
when | received it just one week after | placed the order®. This
robot is an automatic mopping and vacuuming gadget from a quite
popular home electronics brand in Vietnam - Xiaomi. Even though
| bought it at a very affordable price through a clearance sale® on
Lazada, this bot has done an amazing job. It is thinner than most
robots, which is a huge advantage since the size allows it to glide
under more furniture and to pick up plenty of hidden debris®. The
most significant feature of this robot is it learns my home's layout
in one cleaning session, after which | can send it to clean specific
rooms while avoiding any no-go zones I've set up. It's all done
through an interactive map in a smartphone app called Mi-home.
This means | can control and adjust its cleaning schedule without
actually touching the robot. My mother also fell in love with this
small machine because of its convenience. Now, she doesn't need
to clean my room nor her room, all she does now is connecting the
bot with our home's Wi-Fi, and the bot will do the rest in the blink of
an eye®,
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1. quarantine /’kwo:ran.tiin/ (n): thoi
gian cach ly

Vi du: During the COVID-19 pandemic,
all Vietnamese people have to stay in
quarantine for at least fourteen days.
2. place an order / pleis an 'o:da/: dat
hang

Vi du: Yesterday, | placed an order for a
new pair of shoes on Shopee.

3. clearance sale /'klisrons seil/ (n):
buéi ban hang tén kho

Vi du: Every year, all of the flagship
stores in my country launch clearance
sale at the end of the year.

4. debris /da'briz/ (n): manh v&

Vi du: Everything was covered by dust
and debris after the storm.

5. in the blink of an eye /in 35 bligk bv
an ai/ (idiom): trong chép mat

Vidu: | can not get used to the working
environment here, everything changes
in the blink of an eye.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. How often do people in your country go shopping?

| can't speak for everyone but probably every week.
Households usually go grocery shopping® on the weekends
and stock food for the entire week. Also, young people
would shop for clothes on a more regular basis, depending
on their financial situation. But all in all, they would just go
whenever they have free time, like a hobby.

(grocery shopping /'gravsari [opm/: mua sam
nhimg vat dung can thiét

Vi du: In my family, my father is the one who is in
charge of grocery shopping.

2. Why is online shopping popular?

Mostly because shopping online is far more convenient than shopping at conventional retail stores, where you
need to do all the travel to get what you want. Not to mention, we can compare the prices easily beforehand.
Besides, more and more online shopping platforms nowadays are offering great discounts, safe payment
processes and lightning-fast delivery.

3. How should sellers set prices for their products?

I think it must be based on two factors which are the average price of the products and the living standard of
the area where they sell the product. What's more, sellers should also consider their revenue target and their
branding to set the final price for whatever they are selling.

4. Do you think online shopping will replace shopping in stores?

Itis possible, but | don't think it will. There are many in-store
experiences®? that cannot be replaced by online shopping,
like trying on clothes or having personal support from
salespersons. Despite the convenience of shopping online,
adults and most elderly would always prefer shopping in
person because they want to make sure they get exactly
what they want.

@jn-store experience /m-storr 1Ks'prarians/:
trai nghiém mua sam tai ctra hang

Vi du: Although | miss the in-store experience,
shopping online is much more convenient.
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A kind of weather

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a kind of weather you like
You should say:

+  Whatitis

*  Where you go in this weather

*  What you do in this weather

+  And explain why you like it

Answer

When it comes to my favorite weather, | will answer without a doubt
that it is cloudy. There are a bunch of reasons why this type of
weather is my favorite. As we all know, Ho Chi Minh city only has
two kinds of weather: hot and dry, or rainy. | never feel at ease with
the bright sunlight and the scorching heat®™ in the dry months. The
rainy period annoys me even more as it creates a lot of difficulty
getting around using a motorbike during a downpour®. As a result,
| feel like a nice cloudy day would be best for me to get away from
a city® that boils with heat® all year round and not have to suffer
from sudden downpours of rain. Also, it may sound odd, but | kind
of enjoy seeing everything become so gloomy® and mystical when
all of the man-made construction® is covered with the transparency
of clouds. Finally, cloudy weather lifts my mood™ considerably, and
I'm usually more productive® on such days. Unfortunately, a cloudy
day cannot last long, and in fact, it is actually kind of rare in my city.
That's why | have to travel once in a while to coastal cities where the
weather is much better.

6. man-made construction
/'men'merd kan'strakfon/: cong trinh do ngudi xay dung

1. scorching heat /'sko:tfip hi:t/: nédng
nhu thiéu dét

Vi du: To getaway from the scorching
heat in the city, my family decide to go
to the beach in the summer.

2. downpour /'daun.po:r/ (n): mua Ién
Vi du: The weather forecast predict
that there will be downpour in the next
3 days.

3. get away from something / get
a'wel from 'sam81y/: thoat khoi cai gi
do

Vi du: The only way for you to relieve
your stress is to get away from your
work.

4. boil with heat / boil wid hi:t/: néng
nhu soi

Vi du: | can’t stand hot weather, so |
normally don’t opt for places which
boil with heat to travel to.

5. gloomy /'gluimi/ (adj): am dam

Vi du: Since she had a talk with his
husband, she looks so gloomy.

Vi du: The man-made constructions have overshadowed the beauty landscape of the city.
7. lift someone's mood / lift'samwanz mu:d/: cai thién tam trang ctia moét ai do

Vi du: | tried to lift her mood by a cake but it didn't work.
8. productive / pra'daktiv /(adj): ndng xuat
Vi du: It is such a challenge to stay productive on rainy days.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. What do people wear in different weather?

Depending on each region and country, dressing styles
will also have certain changes. But when it comes to the
weather, it is easy to see that there is always a similarity in
the choice of clothes. Basically, people will always choose
to wear woolen® clothes in winter because they protect us
from the cold and cotton clothes in summer because they
are cool and absorbent®. Well, each season will offer a
variety of clothing options, the majority of which, I believe,
will be focused on the fabric.

2. How does weather influence people’s lives?

Well, it affects us humans more considerably than we
probably assume. | mean, there's really no end to the ways
in which weather affects our lives. But to look at the lives
of people on a daily basis, then I think it largely determines
the clothes we wear, the foods we eat, the modes of
transportation we use, and sometimes it's just how we
feel. For example, | find that gloomy weather really makes
many people feel more sentimental® and makes it harder
to focus.

3. What are people’s opinions on weather forecasts?

There are plenty but I'm quite sure that everyone would
agree that weather forecasts are an important part of
planning our day-to-day activities. They just help us to be
ready for what things to do, what clothes to wear and which
transportation to use the next day, and even sometimes,
helps to keep us from possible danger. Monitoring real-time
weather conditions like temperature, precipitation® and
humidity® is also the ideal way for farmers to protect their
crops and secure a high and healthy yield®.

4. Are there any festivals about seasons?

Yes, absolutely. Take Vietham as an example; we have Tet
holiday in which thousands of Vietnamese come together
to commemorate® the beginning of each year. The famous
cherry blossoms festival from late March to mid-April in
Japan is also one of the examples. To be honest, | always
believe that festivals, as well as seasons, are somehow
interconnected.
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Mwoolen /'wulan/ (adj): lam béng len

Vi du: This woolen scarf is my 10th birthday's
present.

@absorbent /ab'so:bant / (adj): tham huat, hap
thu

Vi du: Please use absorbent paper towels to take
out the leftover oil in the french fries.

®sentimental /,senti'mentl/ (adj): da cam
Vidu: This cheap necklace has great sentimental
value for me.

@precipitation /prisipr'terfon / (n): syngung ty,
lugng mua

Vi du: Precipitation is any liquid or frozen water
that forms in the atmosphere and falls back to
the Earth.

®humidity /hju(:)'miditi /(n): d6 8m

Vi du: Avocado needs heat and humidity to grow
well.

®yield /ji:ld/ (n): san pham

Vi du: The mango tree yields plenty of mango
this year.

(Mcommemorate /ko'memorert /(v): ky niém
Vi du: We commemorated the independence of
our nation with a praise last year.
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A live sport match

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a live sport match that you have watched
You should say:

*  Whatitwas

*  When you watched it

*  What it was like

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

To be honest, | am not a sporty person, so it is pretty rare for me to
watch an entire sports game. Having said that, | had an opportunity
to see my brother's school football match two years ago. If |
recall correctly, that was the semi-final round® held between the
freshman@® and the junior® of my high school. The game began
with many thrills as the first-year team took the lead® by kicking a
goal at the very beginning. After a few minutes, the third-year team
brought the game back to balance with a superb header®. All of
the audience there were cheering for both teams, and despite not
being a hardcore football fan®, | was screaming very loudly. In the
second half of the match, the first-year's defender® had successfully
defended a shot on goal. Unfortunately, though, in the last minute of
extra time, the junior team took advantage of a penalty and made
the score 2-1. | did have a whale of a time® thanks to the players’
enthusiasm as they displayed their talent and passion. | had second
thoughts about football after watching that match. | would like to
enjoy another football match if | have the chance.
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1. semi-final
ravnd/(n): vong ban két

round /'semi-'fainl

Vi du: This is the first time that my
school has a chance to play in the final
round.

2. freshman /'frefman/ (n): hoc sinh
nam nhat

Vi du: Lisa just finished her freshman
year in college.

3. junior /'dzumja/(n): hoc sinh nam
ba

Vi du: This job is only suitable for the
junior.

4. take the lead / teik da li:d/: dan dau
Vidu: You know the way so please take
the lead and we will follow right behind
you.

5. superb header /sju(:)'p3:b 'heds/:
danh dau

Vi du: His wonderful superb header
helped his team to win the game.

6. hardcore football fan 'ha:dko:
'futbo:l feen: fan ham mo béng da
cudng nhiét

Vi du: My brother is a hardcore football
fan; he rarely misses a game of his
favorite football's team.

7. defender / di'fenda/ (n): hau vé

Vi du: The Spanish team attack puts
the Japan's defenders under pressure.
8. a whale of time / 5 weil pv taim/:
thoi gian vui vé

Vi du: Honestly, I've had a whale of
time when talking with you.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do you prefer to watch live sports or watch it on TV?

Watching live sports, without a doubt. Live games always have so much more to offer. You get the full picture
of what's going on and the liveliest reactions from the biggest crowds in the stadiums. However, you know, it
all comes down to one's personal preference. Some people would find it more comfortable to watch at home,
and also it costs them almost nothing.

2. Why do some people like to watch live sports?

First of all, as a sports fan, | think there's really no better way to watch a game than directly watching it at
a stadium, vibing with other sports lovers: the atmosphere, the overall enthusiasm and excitement of the
crowds. However, you know, some people would find it more comfortable to watch at home, and also it costs
them almost nothing.

3. What kinds of sports do Vietnhamese people like to watch?

Like most parts of the world, football is no doubt the king of
sport in Vietnam. No matter the gender, age, or personality,
most Vietnamese have this long and deep passion for i v o R O e

watching football. In recent years, Vietnam'’s national club @immensely /'mensli/ (adv): vé cling

has been struggling to develop a thriving® football culture, Vi du: | found it immensely rewarding working
and certain success has been achieved. That's to say, our as a teacher.

love and support for this kind of sport has immensely®

increased as well.

Mthriving /'Braviy/ (adj): phat trién manh
Vi du: | don't think that your business can be

4. Do you think competition is good for students?

As a student, | understand very well the impact of
competitive spirit. In some cases, being competitive means
that students are constantly striving to keep up with their d6 hoac viée nao d6

peers®. This, however, has both positive and negative Vi du: You have no other choice but to keep up
aspects. Often, all this competition can make students feel with the fast-paced development.

excessive jealousy, leading to negative behavior. Moreover,

serious stress and depression can also be caused by having

a competitive attitude.

©to keep up with someone or something /tu:
kizp Ap wid 'samwan 2: 'sam8ir/: bat kip vai ai

This publication's user rights are given to

M@ din haing: 004220428 | Phone: 0848846586 | Email: hoangmaichi2705@gmail.com 106 ZIM



An interesting conversation

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an interesting conversation

You should say:

*  Who you spoke with

*  Where you were

+  What the conversation was about

+  And explain why you think it was interesting

Answer

| have to admit that I'm not much of a social person — | am quite 1. burst into laughter / ba:st 'mtu:
reserved, so most of the time | tend to avoid talking to strangers.  'la:fte/: cuGi phalén

But | do remember a time when | had to talk to a stranger on my very Vi du: They burst into laughter at the
first trip to Taiwan 3 years ago. The conversation didn’t last long but ~ Sight of her Halloween costume.

it left such a deep impression on me. When | was exploring Taiwan  2- °ccupied /'a:kjupard/ (adj): ban ron
night market, | couldn’t find the way to the popular boba tea shop Hl
Tea, a local place that sells hundreds of cups of milk tea every day
due to its unique flavor. All the signs were in Taiwanese so | couldn't
understand any of it, not even a single word. Not to mention, there
were so many alleyways that it was impossible to locate myself on
Google Maps. Ifinally decided to talk to alocal nearby as a last resort.
Well, | asked a young female ,who was selling banana pancakes, the
name of the street where | was standing in English. Luckily enough,
she knew just enough to communicate with me. She kindly showed
me the way to the tea shop, which was just at the end of the road.
After that, | had a chat with her and found out that she was actually
Vietnamese. We both burst into laughter™ and ended up talking in
Vietnamese instead. As the conversation went on, she shared that
she left our country 10 years ago to get married in Taiwan and she
had never regretted her decision even though she was homesick
once in a while. She invited me to go to a cafe with her the next
day, but | was already occupied® so | turned her down® and said
goodbye. It was such a lovely experience, meeting someone who
could speak my mother tongue with me in an unexpected situation.

Vidu: I will be occupied by a conference
for the whole tomorrow's afternoon.

3. turn someone down / t3:n 'samwan
daun /(phr.v): tir choi ai dé

Vidu: I don't want to turn you down, but
I've already had a girlfriend.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do people communicate more when they talk face to face?

| believe yes. People can make eye contact when chatting
in real life, which is a stimulator to keep the conversation
going. Not to mention, it's easier to spot any underlying®
messages through body language when talking in person,
giving us a hint of whether to carry on with the topic
discussed or not.

2. What do young people have conversations about?

From what | see, most men would chat about sports or cars
or business-related topics. In comparison, women like me
are more into fashion and current trends. But | believe that
the issues young people talk about nowadays are much
more varied compared to the past because they are more
exposed to® the internet, so there is much more to discuss,
from politics to entertainment.

(Mmake eye contact / meik a1 'kontzkt/: giao
ti€p bang mat

Vidu: In the IELTS speaking exam, you don't have
to make eye contact with the examiner.
@underlying /,anda'lany/ (adj): tiém an

Vi du: The underlying message of the novel is
that you only live once so enjoy your life while
you are still young.

®exposed to /1k'spouz/: ti€p xuc véi
Vi du: If you let the film exposed to the sunlight,
it will be damaged.

3. Do people have conversations more or less than they did in the past ?

I would say less. Most people are too occupied with their work and have little time for small talk or conversation
in person. However, social media enables people to chat and stay connected 24/7, meaning communication
in this day and age is more accessible than ever. Yet, this also means there are fewer actual conversations
because there are many distractions when chatting online.

4. Do you think we need to be good at communication at work?

Without a doubt. It's fair to say that communication is key
to success. Being able to exchange information effectively
and carry on with a conversation surely gives one the
advantage to thrive® both at work and in real life. | always

@thrive /0rarv/ (v): phat trién

Vi du: After the war, his business couldn't thrive
like it used to be.

®competent /'’ka:m.pa.tant/ (adj): cé nang luc,

believe that the core value of any success is the ability to
connect people so being competent® at communication is
a must.
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c6 tai nang
Vi du: | have to admit that Gorden Ramsay is a
competent chef.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a short trip you often take but do not like
You should say:

+  Where you go

*  When you go there

*  Why you go there

+  And explain why you do not like the trip

Answer

As we all know that Tet is the most important holiday in Vietham
when every family gathers and cherishes the new year. So as a
typical Vietnamese, my family annually takes a short vacation for
about 3 days to my mother's hometown. My mother's maternal
home® is located in Quang Ngai city, a coastal city® in southern
central Vietnam. It usually takes my family more than 10 hours of
travelling by car and less than 2 hours by plane, but we usually drive
there ourselves to enjoy the view on the road. Although | love my
grandparents and always look forward to meeting them, | just can't
stand the countryside atmosphere and lifestyle. Our grandparents
are the type of people who prefer to stay away from modern life.
They wake up at 7.00 am and go to bed at around 9 pm, which is
completely different from my daily routine. In addition, they force my
siblings and me to do all of the household chores such as feeding
the chickens and ducks and watering the garden. Even though |
know their intention is to train me into a diligent and hard-working
person, | just can't get used to it by any means. Regardless, | find
comfort in talking with my grandfather because he is always giving
me wise advice.
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1. maternal home / ma'ta:nl houm/:
qué me dé

Vi du: Although I'm currently living in
Ho Chi Minh city, my maternal home
located in Nha Trang city.

2. coastal city /'kaustal 'siti /(n):
thanh phé bién

Vi du: Vung Tau and Da Nang are
the two well-known coastal cities in
Vietnam.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do Vietnamese people like travelling abroad?

| cannot speak for everyone, but | guess the answer is
yes, mainly because people in Vietham love to explore
new cultures and scenery. Plus, one of the most apparent
traits® of Vietnamese is that they love to keep up with the
Joneses®. This means travelling overseas is actually a way
to show off their social status because only the rich can
afford that.

2. Who prefers travelling abroad? The young or the old?

Without a doubt, the young are obviously keener on travelling
abroad. Firstly, they are probably more adventurous and
have more of a thirst for adventure® and are eager to step
out of their comfort zone®. Furthermore, their mental
and physical health accommodate them to handle long-
distance travel, while the old may not have the sufficient
strength to cope with different weather conditions and
motion sickness®.

Mtrait /treit/ (n): dac diém

Vi du: Your greatest character trait is your
honesty.

@keep up with the Joneses / ki:;p ap wid ds
'dzounziz/ (idiom): bang ban bang be

Vi du: Most people in my area tend to keep up
with the Joneses, without considering about
whether they can afford it or not.

®a thirst for adventure / » 83:st fo:r ad'ventfa/:
khat khao tham hiém

Vi du: Growing in a small town, | constantly had
a thirst for adventure.

@to step out of someone comfort zone / tu:
step aut bv 'samwan 'kamfat zeun/:budc ra khoi
vlng an toan cua ai dé

Vi du: Step out of your comfort zone or you may
never be an adult.

®motion sickness /'maufon 'siknis/ (n): say
tau, xe

Vi du: | hate to travel by car because | have a
terrible motion sickness.

3. How much time do you think people should spend on a trip abroad?

It depends on the purpose of that trip. If it is a business trip, the right amount of time depends on the
company directive. However, if it is just for pleasure, I'd say the ideal time must be around 3 to 5 days. This
is extremely favorable because, within that period, travelers can explore a travel destination as much as

possible without feeling bored or tired.

4. Which is better for knowing more about a country? Travelling or reading books about it?

Obviously, travelling will be more beneficial than reading
books. One of the major upsides® of travelling is that it
can broaden the mind of any individual. Travelling is also
a great opportunity to develop a wider outlook on life and
perspective on living. However, some people may argue
that books can also bring the same value as travelling.
| personally disagree with that because the view of any
book is influenced by the author's opinion. Thus, we cannot
figure out which details are biased™, and which are not. In
the end, a person can only open their eyes through actual
experience.
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®upside /'apsaid /(n): thé€ manh

Vi du: The most significant upside of living in
a countryside that you can eat organic food
whenever you want.

(™bias (v) /'baras/: thién vi

Vi du: My father always biases my brother since
he is the youngest in the family.
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Eating something for the first time

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you ate something for the first time
You should say:

+  What you ate

+  When you ate it

*  Where you were

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

This is actually an intriguing® topic for me because | am a food
lover® and | always love trying new cuisine® whenever | have a
chance. Last year, | had an opportunity to try out sushi, which has
become one of my favorite dishes ever since. Basically, sushi is a
traditional Japanese dish consisting of vinegared rice®, sugar, salt,
and a variety of other ingredients such as seafood, raw meat, and
vegetables. If I'm not mistaken, my aunt took her son and me to
Sushi Hokkaido - a Japanese restaurant specializing in sushi. My
first impression was the Japanese-styled decoration of the place,
which instantly blew my mind®. My first sushi roll was served on
a minimalist® geometric plate® and absolutely looked appealing®.
With the first bite, | was immediately mesmerized® by its savory
taste. When | tried the second bite with other side dishes like
pickled ginger and soy sauce, the taste was even more rich and
aromatic'?. | have to say that in general, we had a sophisticated
meal™. On top of that, | really enjoyed watching the cooking
process, which was displayed on a monitor in front of us. After this
experience, | was so charmed by the taste of sushi that I've made
visiting this place a monthly routine.

7. geometric plate / dzia'metrik pleit/: dia c6 hoa van

1. intriguing /m'trizgm/ (adj): hap dan
Vi du: Sarah and me became friends
because | like her intriguing personality
2. food lover / fu:d 'lave/ (n): ngudi
thich an udng

Vidu: With a variety of delicious dishes,
Viet Nam is a paradise for food lovers.
3. cuisine / kwi()'zi:n/ (n): &m thuc
Vi du: The flavor in Vietnamese cuisine
is so good that you won't want to leave
anything on your plate.

4. vinegared rice /'vinigad rais/: gao
ngam dam

Vi du: The traditional sushi is made of
vinegared rice and sashimi.

5. blow someone’s mind /maind 'sam.
wans blau/: bi choang nggp bai

Vi du: The climax of the film really
blowed my mind.

6. minimalist /'mmmmlist/ (n): ngudi
theo chd nghia téi gian

Vi du: Giang Oi
influencer, is known as a minimalist.

a Vietnamese

Vi du: A modern geometric plate uses a simple geometric patterns as a design element.

8. appealing /5'pi:lim /(ad)): hap dan

Vi du: All the tourists seem to be attracted with appealing historic scenery.
9. mesmerize /'mezmoaraiz /(v): bi mé hoac

Vi du: Her beautiful voice mesmerized the audiences.

10. savory taste /'servari teist/: vi dam da

Vi du: People in the middle of Viet Nam tend to have a more savory taste than other area.

11. aromatic /,zereuv'meetik/ (adj): thom

Vi du: When cooking Pho, people usually add many aromatic ingredients to make the broth smell good.

12. sophisticated meal / so'fistikertid mi:l/: bira an thinh soan

Vi du: After the examination, we had a sophisticated meal to offset our effort in 3 months.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. What kinds of foreign food are popular in your country?

Well, I guess French fries is the most well-known. People
like this dish because it is crunchy® and tasty, yet easy
to make. It is actually a foreign dish, but my mom and
my grandmother know exactly the best recipe to cook it

Mcrunchy /'krantfi/ (adj): gion
Vi du: Some people toast their buns for a crisp,
crunchy texture.

@on the run /on da ran/: trén dudng
perfectly. Furthermore, it's small and you can take it away i qu: Look like we have our documents on the

and easily enjoy it on the run® or even when you are in a run.
rush.

2. What are young people's opinions on new food?

As a millennial, I'm quite sure that the youth's perspective on food is pretty open. As a matter of fact, most
young people don't mind trying foreign cuisine or strange dishes. For example, young Vietnamese people had
warmly received fresh milk with black sugar pearls a couple of years ago. Now, black sugar pearls, or boba,
have become a trend in the youth'’s culinary world and people attempt to put this tasty food in every dish,
such as instant noodles.

3. How about old people?

| can see that the elderly are more cautious about their diet.
They have the tendency to stick to a safe diet and check the
authenticity® of every ingredient in their food since they are
afraid of any health-related risks. As a result, they won't be
willing to try out new food like young people.

®authenticity /2:0en'tisiti/: tinh xac thuc

Vi du: The authenticity of a product has to be
one of the most important pieces of information
to look at.

4. Should teachers and parents teach children how to cook?

To be honest, | think cooking is an essential soft skill for everyone. Nevertheless, schools and families tend
to underestimate it. One of the major advantages of learning cooking at a young age is helping children
to build up their self-confidence and lay the foundation for healthy eating habits. Plus, developing basic
cooking skills can also help a child to learn basic math skills by doing something as simple as counting eggs
or measuring ingredients. Therefore, schools ought to hold cooking workshops or extra cooking classes to
encourage students to cook, and parents should take cooking into account when educating their children.

5. Why do people like their local food?

Well, on the whole, | guess there are three fundamental
reasons. Firstly, local food benefits their local economy by
supporting local farmers and producers. Secondly, local
food is more likely to be organic® as the local markets
mainly sell a high standard of food to local customers. And
finally, people seem to prefer their local dishes thanks to
their taste since they are familiar with the seasoning and
how it's cooked.

®organic /o:'genik/ (adj): hitu co
Vi du: Organic food is noticeably expensive than
inorganic food.
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Computer problem

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when your computer broke down
You should say:

*  When it was

+  What you were doing

+  What you did about it

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

Thesedays, it'salmostimpossible for me to work without my personal
laptop. Quite frankly, | had already experienced a week without using
it due to an extremely nonsense technical issue. When | was a junior
student, | used to have a 12 inch rose gold MacBook. As | remember,
| used it every day to finish all of my school assignments and my
part-time work’s projects. One day, | was in the middle of doing a
dissertation paper® for my university when my laptop was nearly
out of battery®, and | had to charge it. Unfortunately, my adapter
couldn't connect to my laptop even though | had tried different
plugs. Despite all of my effort, the situation only got worse, and my
laptop shut down eventually. | was so worried, and my only choice
was to take it to the warranty service® center. At the store, the
technician told me that my laptop's integrated circuit, which is a
type of microchip, was defective®. He emphasized that if | wanted
to repair the chip, | must buy a new one. The price for that small chip
was more than 2 million Vietnam Dong, ridiculously high for a piece
of hardware. But | had to pay for it unwillingly because it was my
only resort®. Looking back, it was a total nightmare for me since |
had to wait for a week to get my laptop back. I literally could not do
anything, and all of my ongoing work had to be postponed.
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1. dissertation paper / disa(:)'terfon
'perpa /(n): bai luan van

Vi du: All senior students are required
to finish their dissertation before the
end of July.

2. out of battery / aut bv 'baetari/: hét
pin

Vi du: My smartphone suddenly ran out
of battery yesterday.

3. warranty service /'woranti 's3:vis/:
dich vu bao hanh

Vi du: The warranty service is only
responsible for the manufacturer's
falses.

4. defective / dr'fektiv/ (adj): bi 16i

Vi du: If the phone proves defective,
you have the right to compensation.

5. resort / ri'zo:t/ (n): phuong phap
Vi du: We have to sell the house, that is
the last resort to pay for the debt.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. What do people use computers for?

Undoubtedly, we use computers in every aspect of life
including medicine, education, banking, leisure activities®
and just about everything else | can think of. For example,
people use computers regularly at home for online shopping,
distance learning, watching movies or listening to music.
In other fields like business or hospitals, computers are
used to store customer information on databases and for
operation.

Mleisure activity / 'lezor xk'tiveti/: hoat dong
vui choi giai tri
Vi du: Many people consider reading books as a
leisure activity.

2. Should students be allowed to use computers at school?

Well, by and large, | believe that using computers at school
creates too many distractions for students because
of the internet. | cannot deny the fact that computers
help students to take notes and multitask® better than
traditional methods. However, the more they concentrate
on their computers, the less they attend class activities and
discussions. Therefore, it reduces a significant amount of
efficiency for the time they spend in class.

@multitasking / maltr'ta:skiy/ (n): da nhiém
Vi du: Women are often better at multitasking
than men.

3. What do you think of people who are addicted to computers?

Actually, | have witnessed a lot of my students, who have
noticeable computer addiction symptoms. Most of them
suffered from depression or anxiety when their parents
established time restrictions for using computers and
isolated themselves from their families and friends. This
serious addiction will lead to serious consequences for
them in the long-term as | can see their grades are slipping
proportionally® to the time they spend on computers.

@proportionally / pra'po:fonli /(adv): ty 1& thuan
Vi du: Freelancer rate is proportionally lower in
the south of the country.

4. Do you think computers make our life simpler or more complex?

| would say without any hesitation that computers make
human lives more efficient than before. Computers
nowadays play a major role in manufacturing, operations,
and many more human tasks, you name it. In other words,
almost every production and procedure in our daily lives
has been digitized® making computers an essential part
of modern society. Moreover, computers bring endless fun
and convenience because there are plenty of applications
and programs that support users in their work and study, or
games to entertain after a long, stressful day.

@digitize /'didzitarz /(v): s6 hoa
Vi du: My sister drawing has been digitized by a
scanner.
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Encouraging someone

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you encouraged someone to do something that he/she didn't want to do

You should say:

*  Who he or sheis

+  What you encouraged him/her to do

*  How he/she reacted

+ And explain why you encouraged him/her to do it

Answer

I'd like to tell you about the time | tried to persuade my high school
best friend, Nhi, to participate in a singing competition. So, what
happened was, in our final year, | decided to do something crazy -
join a talent competition. I've always had a passion for dancing but
was just too afraid to show anyone, except for Nhi. In Nhi's case, she
has one of the best voices I've ever heard but also has an introverted
personality. But | made my first attempt asking her to sign up for the
competition together. Her initial response was predictable, which
was a solid no. What | kept on doing was diligently practicing my
dance and | would ask her for feedback after every practice. Seeing
how much effort | put into this thing, Nhi began to see it in a different
light®, that it wasn't bad to be passionate about something. Then
| snuck up® on my chance and tried to talk things over with her
again. | promised to be there for her and told her that it'd be okay
even if we couldn’t win because we'd still be there for each other no
matter what. Finally, she was convinced and mustered up all of her
courage® to give it a chance. The biggest twist® is, she entered the
final round and surprisingly won the gold medal! Although I lost,
| was still overjoyed. | made a lot of beautiful memories with Nhi
before she went abroad to study. I'm so glad she was able to open
up, and | know she felt the same way | did.
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1. see something in a different light
/siz 'sam@iy m 8 'difrant lait/ (idiom):
nhin nhan moét cai gi dé6 khac vdi
trude d6

Vi du: | used to think that Anna is a bad
person but after a talk with her last
night, | see her in a different light.

2. sneak up / snik ap /(phr. v): tiép
can mot cach lén lut

Vi du: Don't sneak up behind me like
that anymore, you scared me.

3. muster up all of one's courage
/'mastor ap 21 v wanz ‘karidg/
(phrase): danh hét s can dam

Vidu: He mustered up all of his courage
to express his love.

4. twist / twist/ (n): diéu bat ngo

Vi du: The twist at the end of the movie
definitely surprised me.
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1. How can leaders encourage their employees?

There are plenty of ways, including monetary® and
nonmonetary®@. Firstly, financial incentives® are mostly
used by employers to motivate their employees by
rewarding those who have excellent performance at work.
Nonmonetary incentives such as compliments, positive
feedback, or confidence in them, on the other hand, give
employees motivation in the long run.

2. When should parents encourage their children?

From my point of view , the benefits of receiving
encouragement are undeniable and children who are
motivated by their parents can develop both mentally and
physically. That's why | would say it's always crucial® for
parents to give their kids a little word of encouragement
every day, like complimenting on how smart, hardworking, or
well-behaved they are. You know, small things parents say
or do will help foster® mentally healthy children, positively
affecting their development.

3. What kind of encouragement should parents give?

Mmonetary /'manitori/ (adj): tién té

Vi du: The monetary system of China used to be
based on gold.

@non-monetary / non 'maniteri/ (adj): phi tién
te

Vi du: The statistic shows that non-monetary
incentives cannot satisfy the desire of their
employees.

®financial incentives / far'nan/sl in'sentivz/: sy
khuyén khich vé tai chinh

Vi du: Our company will remove the financial
incentive for late payment buyers.

@crucial /kru:fsl/ (ad)): c6t yéu, cot 15i

Vi du: Communication is a crucial factor in a
relationship.

®Gfoster / 'fosta/ (v): nudi dudng

Vi du: Jenny was fostered by her grandmother.

Well, praising children for their efforts whether they achieve good results or not can motivate them greatly.
However, too much of this can also do the opposite. And by that, | mean their kids may feel a little bit burdened.
When it comes to times like that, maybe it's best to look for a nonverbal way to encourage children, for
example, a smile, a high five or even a thumbs up can make your children feel secure and supported.

4. Do you think some people are better than others at persuading?

Honestly speaking, | think that some people are really just
born with this amazing ability to convince others. Take
the world’s most famous businessman, Steve Jobs, as an
example. He is very well-known for his presentation skills
that were able to draw the attention of the listeners® and
make them believe what he believed in. | strongly believe
that persuasive people are successful ones.
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®ito draw the attention of someone / tu: dro:
di o'tenf(a)n pv 'samwan/: thu hut sy chid y cla
ai do

Vi du: He doesn't like to draw the attention of his
friend to his illness.
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An occasion

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an occasion when you lost your way
You should say:

*  Where you were

+  What happened

+  How you felt

+ And explain how you found your way

Answer

| have to admit that | am not good at navigating® so there have been
numerous cases when | lost my bearings. The most memorable
time was when | missed an important interview as | forgot to plan
the route in advance. | was supposed to arrive at an iconic building
in district 1, so | assumed that it was some tourist attraction, and |
could not miss such a place. It turned out that | was wrong. On that
morning, | overslept so | didn’t have time to search for the specific
address and | thought to myself that | could ask passers-by for
some directions. The problem was that they showed me the way to
the highest building in town but not the one | was looking for. | had
no idea that | was going the wrong way until | arrived at the place.
Needless to say, | was almost on the verge of giving up but then | tried
to steady my nerves? to find my bearings®. | am aware of the fact
that | have a lousy sense of direction® and at that time, | no longer
had faith in the surrounding people, so | turned to an online map for
help. In the blink of an eye®, it suggested the shortest route leading
right to the location and | followed its instructions. Unfortunately,
by the time | got there, the interview had already finished so it was a
dreadful day® for me. Anyway, since then, | always prepare the route
carefully and arrive at every appointment 15 minutes in advance.
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1. navigate /'nzevigert/ (v): dinh hudng
Vi'du: Sailors use compass and map to
help them navigate.

2. steady someone's nerves /'stedi
'samwanz n3:vz/: giam su lo lang cua
ai do

Vidu: I need to drink a glass of water to
steady my nerves.

3. bearing /'beariy/ (n): sy chiu dung
Vi du: It takes a while to get your
bearings when you start a new job.

4. a lousy sense of direction / 5 'lavzi
sens pv drrekfan/: kha nang dinh
hudng toi té

Vi du: My lousy sense of direction
leads me to a lot of troubles.

5. blink of an eye / bligk ov an a1 /
(idiom): trong chép mat

Vi du: The robbery was over in the blink
of an eye.

6. dreadful day /'dredful de1/ (n): ngay
toi té

Vi du: Today is such a dreadful day,
everything seems to have gone wrong.
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1. Why do some people get lost more easily than others?

Well, everything considered, | suppose there are two major reasons that explain why some people have a bad
sense of direction. Firstly, a lot of people suffer from memory problems, so they cannot recall where they
have gone or distinguish between different directions. Additionally, some just have terrible navigation skills,
which give them a hard time telling directions, even when using Google Maps.

2. Do you think it is important to be able to read a map?

Undoubtedly, map reading skills are just as essential as any
other soft skills, especially for those who are runners and
cyclists. Although some people may say that nowadays we
can use GPS and map applications on mobile phones such
as Google Maps, there is no perfect substitute” for paper
maps as these maps never run out of Wi-Fi or battery or lose
connection.

(Msubstitute /'sabstitju:t/ (n): vat thay thé
Vi du: Can you be the substitute for the teacher
who is ill?

3. Do you think it is important to do some preparation before you travel to new places?

| would say that planning your trip ahead is the best way
to save time and make the most out of the experience. By
targeting which places they want to go, they can prioritize
what they want to experience first and avoid overspending.
Although sometimes being spontaneous can give you
unexpectedly good memories, it is still vital to prepare
beforehand to steer clear of unwanted risks®.

@steer clear of something / stio klior pv
'sam01)/: phong tranh dugc viéc gi do

Vi du: Her doctor advised her to steer clear of
alcohol.

4. How can people find their way when they are lost?

In the past, our ancestors used to use the north star to
navigate their way if they were stranded® in the middle
of nowhere. For now, I'm quite sure that our generation
prefers Google Maps or other navigation apps due to their
convenience and ease of use. This also makes them lack
navigation skills, which is a survival skill when travelling or
exploring new places.

®stranded /'streendid /(ad)): bi ket lai
Vi du: Two years ago, | was stranded in America
without money or friends.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time you had to wait in line(queue up) for a long time
You should say:

*  When it was

*  Where you were

+  Why you were there

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

I've never considered myself to be impatient. But there was one
instance when | was extremely irritated™ by waiting. At the time, |
had to line up to get the covid 19 vaccine in my area. Even though
the local authorities had already visited each house to compile® a
list and collect all declarations®, people had to wait for quite some
time when they arrived. | recall being told that we needed to arrive
very early in the morning, around 7 a.m. That day, | arrived on time
and got in line. However, after 2 hours of waiting, they informed us
that there were insufficient injections® for everyone and asked us
to return the following day. | was so shocked and enraged® since
my whole family had to rearrange all of our work schedules. | did
have a very important class that morning. Instead of gathering
everyone in one place, they could simply call each neighborhood out
based on the number of injections available. You know, that's a lot
of time and effort, not to mention that it can pose a risk of being
infected® amid® this stressful epidemic situation. | hope people
will prepare better in advance for social events like this to avoid
unwanted situations.
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1. irritated /'iritertid /(adj): cam thay
phién phtrc

Vidu: He is irritated by looking after his
siblings.

2. compile /kam'pail /(v): soan thao
(danh sach, van ban,...)

Vi du: Remember to compile the
documents before our meeting this
afternoon.

3. declaration /dekla'reifon/ (n): t&
khai

Vi du: | have to fill out the declaration
everytime | visit any public places.

4. injection /in'dzekfan/ (n): mi tiém
Vi du: Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, people must take the
vaccine injection.

5. enraged /m'reidzd/ (adj): phan nd
Vi du: Due to my laziness, my mom is
enraged.

6. infectious /mn'fekfos /(adj): lay
nhiém, truyén nhiém

Vi'du: Flu is highly infectious.

7. amid / a'mid /(prep): bi bao quanh
bai

Vidu: On the wall, amid many paintings,
is the small window.
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1. Do Vietnamese people often wait in line?

They didn't many years ago because they didn't think it
was necessary. But things have changed, people are more
civilized® now. Vietnamese people are more receptive to
good new virtues, and queuing is definitely one of them.
Now I'm seeing people lining up in supermarkets, in front of
shops, you name it. But there are still some people here and
there, especially the elderly, who still think they can cut the
line because they are older.

(Mcivilized /'sivilarzd/ (adj); van minh
Vi du: The urban area has gone through many
changes, and become more civilized.

2. Do you think the development of technology has reduced the time people spend on waiting?

Surely. The advent® of technology certainly saves people
from complex procedures, especially when going shopping.
For example, Uniglo stores in Japan have automatic check
out systems, in which you only need to place your basket
with chosen products, and they will be billed in a blink of an
eye. This enables them to serve more customers per day
and saves them from waiting in line

@advent /'dvant/ (n): 6 mat, xuat hién
Vidu: Every year, we are able to see the advent of
the new IPhone models.

3. What do you think of those who cut in line or jump the queue ?

Simply rude. A lot of people think they are privileged® just
because they are older, but everyone should be treated
equally in every social activity. | would always speak up
whenever | see people cutting the line in supermarkets,
regardless of their age.

@privileged /'privilidzd/ (adj): cé dac quyén
Vi du: She is privileged in fixing every project,
because she is the director of this company.

4. How can companies improve their customer service?

| would say professional training for every employee in
the company. especially those in the customer service
department. Customers should feel they are always W S W srertess avein G 98 @
welcomed whether they are going to purchase or use the matter what, but don't take her fove for granted.
service there or not. From what | see, many companies still Gcustomer loyalty /'kastama 'bralti/: su trung
take customer service for granted® because they believe thanh ctia khach hang

the quality of their products will win the buyers; but if Vi du: In order to gain customer loyalty, salers
companies want customer loyalty®, customer service is a must produce high quality products with

@take something for granted / terk 'sam@m fo:
‘gramntid/: coi thuong céi gi dé

must. reasonable prices.
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Feeling bored

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you felt bored
You should say:

*  When it was

+  Who you were with

+  What you were doing

+ And explain why you felt bored

Answer

| am not proud to say this, but | used to be a phone addict, which
means that no matter how much | applied myself, | couldn’t ditch®
my phone. | guess deep down, | know that it's the only thing that can
spice my life up® because | can cheer myself up® when interacting
with my friends online or gossip® with them on the phone for hours.
Checking the phone has gradually become second nature to me ,
but that is not a good thing. Then one day, | suffered from some eye
disorder including blurry vision® and dry, itchy eyes, and the doctor
insisted that | need to keep the phone out of my reach for at least
one week. As he broke the news to me, | felt like my whole world was
falling apart. | fretted over the thought of® missing out on everything
from my friends’ gossip to celebrity scandals. Plus, boredom is my
pet hate and without my phone, it's inevitable™. But, | had no choice
but to grin and bear it®, hoping | could recover in no time. In fact, |
was not allowed to look at the screen of any gadget at all, so | racked
my brain to figure out how | could cheer myself up. | tried all the tips
| picked up on the internet, even the cliché® one like thinking about
how harmful a phone can be, but none of them worked. For the first
time in my life, | could actually feel that | have all the time in the
world simply because | was at a loose end?. Nothing could actually
entertain me even when | tried retail therapy®" which has worked for
many girls. That's how | survived a whole week of boredom.

7. inevitable /mn'evitabl /(adj): chac chan xay ra
Vi du: The existence of new viruses is inevitable.
8. grin and bear in / grin zend bear m/: mim cuoi va chiu dung

1. ditch / ditf /(v): tirbd

Vi du: He was unbearable, so | ditched
him right after we moved in together.
2. spice something up / spais 'sam61y
Ap /(phr. v): lam cho diéu gi d6 tré nén
hao himg

Vi du: Let's invite Tom over to the party,
he always knows how to spice things
up.

3. cheer someone up /tfis 'samwan Ap
/(phr. v): 1lam ai d6 vui vé

Vi du: He broke up with his girlfriend
yesterday, we should find a way to
cheer him up.

4. gossip /'gosip/ (v): budén chuyén
Vi du: When we gather together, our
girls usually gossip for hours.

5. blurry vision /'blz:ri 'vizen/: m& mat
Vi du: | have to wear thick glasses
because of the blurry vision.

6. fretted over something /'fretid
'auve 'samBm /(idiom): cam thay lo
lang vi diéu gi do

Vi du: His mom is fretted over the
thought that he has been kidnapped.

Vi du: I was the only one that didn’t agree with the plan. My family was full of excitement. So, | can only grin and bear it.

9. cliché (n): sdo rong

Vi du: Men love to give cliche.

10. at aloose end / =t 2 lu:s end/ (idiom): khéng biét minh mudn gi

Vi du: When choosing the university | want to apply, | was at a loose end.
11. retail therapy /'rirte1l '0srapi/ (n): di mua sam d€ giai quyét ndi budn
Vi du: | experienced retail therapy, in order to get over our breakup.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. When do people feel bored?

Well, there are plenty of occasions in which a person may have to deal with boredom, but | guess they will
experience this feeling mostly when they lack choice or control over their daily activities, which means they
have to do the same tasks day by day due to other forces and don't have the right to choose what they want
to enjoy. Moreover, people can also feel exhausted when they must cope with a heavy workload and don't
have time for entertainment.

2. What can people do when they feel bored?

To make downtime™ more meaningful and productive,
the easiest solution | can think of is to take a deep breath
and drink a cup of water. | have tried this method several
times and it always works. Also, writing a diary is actually
an awesome way to distract your mind from boredom as
noting down your feelings can keep you calm as well as
reduce your anxiety.

(Mdowntime /'davntam/ (n): khoang thoi gian
khé khan

Vi du: COVID-19 is a downtime for everyone
from all around the world.

3. Do people get bored with daily routines?

Like what I've mentioned, I'm pretty sure that repetition
in day-to-day activities could possibly trap a person into
boredom. In fact, repeating the same tasks over and over
again is driving many young people insane. That being said,
doing the same thing day after day reduces their eagerness,
so an occasional get-away?® would do wonders for one’s
mental health.

@get-away / get-a'wer/ (n): ky nghi
Vi du: I plan to have a get-away next year, after
the pandemic is over.

4. Is it easier for the young people to feel bored than for the old?

I'm not entirely sure, but | guess the youngsters can easily suffer from boredom faster than the elderly. One
of the main reasons is that most young people are never constant in one direction, they love to experience
new challenges. As a result, they will always seek fun, excitement, and thrill from every activity; and prefer to
move out of the same tasks and do alternative things instead to avoid being in a bored state.
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A promise to someone

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time you made a promise to someone
You should say:

+  What the promise was

+  Towhom you made it

«  Whether it was easy or difficult to keep

+ And explain why you made it

Answer

The first thing that springs® to my mind was the time when |
mustered the courage® to make a promise to my mother. Back
when | was 16 years old, the singer | idolized the most, Son Tung
MTP, announced that he would hold a concert in Ho Chi Minh City. It
was such a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity®, so | was determined to
attend the concert no matter what it took. So, to gain my mother's
approval®, | promised her that | would ace® this exam. And in return,
she would get me a ticket to the concert. She eventually agreed to it.
So, | gave it my all for one month, studying for exams at all hours of
the day and night, never missing a single tutoring session, and even
taking online tutoring. In the end, all of my effort paid off®. | was
at the top of my class; | still remember feeling extremely proud and
overjoyed holding that ticket in my hand. Maybe that ticket is proof
that if you are determined and persevere™ to do something until the
end, anything can be achieved.
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1. spring / spriy /(v): tAng téc

Vi du: | sprung into action right after
the contest was announced to begin.
2. muster the courage /'masts d9
'karidz/: tap trung hét s can dam

Vi du: | mustered the courage to tell
my parents that | want to go and study
abroad.

3. once-in-a-lifetime opportunity

/ wans-in-a-'larftarm ,ppa'tjuiniti/: co
hoi chi c6 mot

Vi du: Being able to be recruited
by Microsoft is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

4. gain someone's approval / gein
'samwanz 9'pruzval/: ¢6 dugc sy cong
nhan tr mot ai do

Vi du: | worked extremely hard just to
gain my boss’s approval.

5. ace / e1s/ (v): chinh phuc

Vi du: | aced the IELTS test, because |
had reviewed all the main points.

6. paid off / peid of /(phr. v): thanh
cong

Vi du: His hard work has finally paid
off.

7. persevere / p3:si'via/ (v): kién tri
Vidu: If you persevere to do something,
you can ace it with ease
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What kinds of promises do people often make?

| guess all kinds of promises you can think of. Many people nowadays tend to make promises knowing they
can't keep because at the time when those promises are made, people believe everything is possible. From
what | notice, people make a lot of promises when they are in love, but not many are dedicated enough to

holding on to them.

2. Do parents in Vietham make promises to their children?

They do and not only do parents in Vietnam but anywhere
in the world. | believe parents do that because they want
to give their children reassurance and teach them about
commitment®. If parents can keep the promises, their kids
will grow up being more responsible for their words.

3. Do children keep their promises?

Most of them do, because children are born naive and
believe that they will be punished if going against their
words, at least that's what | was taught when | was a kid.
But if their parents are constantly breaking their promises,
children can learn the mechanism® of lying and gradually
form a bad habit like their parents.

4. Why do some people fail to keep their promises?

There are plenty of reasons and people always come up with
areason to justify them. | think the main reason is that most
of us take our own words, or promises, for granted and do
not think thoroughly the moment we make those promises.
Or in some cases, people promise something just to avoid
inconvenience or further conversation so those promises
eventually slip out of their minds®.
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(Mreassurance / riza'fuarans /(n): s dam bao
Vi du: If you love someone, you will always want
to give your partner reassurance.

@ commitment / ka'mitmant /(n): sw cam két
Vi du: Marriage is a lifetime commitment.

@®mechanism /'mekonizm/ (n): ca ché
Vi du: This robot mechanism is quite
complicated.

@slip out of one's minds / slip aut bv wanz
maindz/: quén mat diéu gi do

Vi du: | promised my mom to come home on her
birthday, but it slipped out of my mind due to my
busy schedule.
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A part of a city

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a part of a city or town you enjoy spending time in
You should say:

+ Whereitis

+  Whatitis like

+  What you do there

+ And explain why you enjoy spending time there

Answer

Since | am an outdoorsy person®, | love spending time outside,
especially on the beach because it is just a stone’s throw from my
house®. Today, | will share with you how much I love to be near the
sea in my city. The beach there is perfectly clean, and the water
is crystal clear, so it has become one of the most favorite tourist
attractions.

Actually, when | was a child, | had aquaphobia® because | almost
drowned one time, so | want to overcome my fear by doing more
aquatic activities. I've toyed with the idea of sunbathing everyday
but rarely have a chance to do so because | am always up to my
ears in work. There are plenty of things to enjoy on the beach but my
favorite one has always been sunbathing

There is no fear of doing this activity as it is not an adventure water
sport like parasailing® or kiteboarding. Plus, | want to get a perfect
tan® to show off to my coworkers because sometimes, they pick on
me and that really gets on my nerves®. Soaking in the sun will also
reduce my stress levels and give me tons of natural vitamin D. This
leisure activity will not only be my chance to escape the daily grind
but also to spend more time near the sea, being closer to nature.
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1. outdoorsy person
'‘p3:sn/: ngudi thich hoat dong ngoai
troi

Vi du: Jamie considers herself an

/auvt'do:rzi

outdoorsy person who has an active
life.

2. a stone's throw from somewhere

/ @ staunz Brau from 'samwea/ (idiom):
khoang cach dén dau do rat ngan

Vi du: The puppies were sitting just a
stone's throw away from us.

3. aquaphobia (n): chimg sg nuéc

Vi du: Jane is scared of the water
because she has had aquaphobia
since she was little.

4. parasailing (n): du lugn trén nudc
Vi du: Our ecotourism destination
has a lot of extreme sports including
parasailing.

5. tan / teen /(n): rdm nang

Vi du: Lana has just gone back from
the beach. She got a really nice tan.

6. be up to someone's ear in
something (idiom): ai dé ban rén dé€
lam chuyén gi dé

Vidu: I'm up to my ears in work because
our company has just undergone a
huge staff cutback

7. get on someone nerve / get pn
'samwan n3:v/: lam ai dé buc tirc

Vi du: Living together with a new
roommate always makes us get on
each other’s nerves.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. How do public places change in towns or cities?

| believe the government has to develop urban public
places accordingly with the public demand, which mainly
comes from the younger generation and the influence
of globalization. Public places nowadays have been
modernized in looks and facilities, making them tourist
attractions. These places, | believe, are not only free shared
spaces but also photo-taking spots(®.

(photo-taking spot /'foutau-'tetkiy spot/: dia
diém chup hinh

Vi du: Da Lat is a famous place for the young
thanks to its beautiful photo-taking spots.

2. What public places do old people usually go to?

I'm not the best person to answer, but | see many older
people gathering in parks every morning to do exercise or
go jogging. | guess they love to go there because they want
to immerse themselves in nature® and hang out with people
their age. | assume they don't go out very often unless they
need to exercise.

@immerse in something /I'm3:s m 'sam6m/:
dam minh vao gi d6

Vi du: She got some books out of the library and
immersed herself in the story of the novel.

3. Why do young people like to go to public places?

Well, the primary reason young people love to go to public places is because they can meet up with their
friends and have a sense of belonging. These places provide them with the opportunity to meet and get to
know people. Besides, most public places are affordable compared to other entertainment venues and are
usually more spacious.

4. Will more people move to cities in the future?

| believe so because cities offer people better jobs and employment opportunities than rural areas. In addition,
urban citizens can gain instant access to a wide range of services like healthcare and higher education.
While young people could take advantage of the rapid development of urban areas, old people will be looked
after better thanks to modern medical systems.
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An occasion

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an occasion when many people were smiling
You should say:

*  When it happened

+  Who you were with

+  What happened

+ And explain why many people were smiling

Answer

Today, | would like to share my experience of seeing many people
smiling and it was the occasion of my cousin’s wedding. He is not
exactly a barrel of laughs so it's rare to see him smile. Yet, that day,
he was grinning from ear to ear®. The celebration was organized at
the most elegant resort in the city which was beautifully adorned
with® light and flowers. The breathtaking® decoration really blew
our mind®. It was such a delightful moment® since | got to meet
my aunts and uncles after ages, and everyone was wearing a huge
smile on their face

The wedding was carefully planned out to cater® for the needs of
different guests, from food choices to beverages. The finger-licking
food® was bringing a smile to every face and the wedding band got
everyone out of their seats and kept them on their feet until it was
time to go home. Everyone was having a good laugh. | remember
seeing a girl tripping over her dress and falling so hard on the floor.
She was fine but everyone burst into laughter®, so she cringed and
stormed out of the room?. In addition, my cousin had also invited
a famous comedian for the entertainment of the guests. He did a
good job of making them laugh with his hilarious jokes. | am myself
also an amateur comedian, but | have nothing on him. It was the
best wedding | have ever been to.

6. delightful moment / dr'lartful 'maumant/: khoanh khac tha vi

Vi du: At Tet, every family in Viet Nam has delightful moments uniting together.

7. cater /'kerta /(v): cham sdc, cung cap

1. a barrel of laughs / 5 'beeral vv la:fs/
(phr): mot ai dé hay cuoi hoac mot cai
gi dé tha vi

Vi du: Tom is not a barrel of laughs; he
is always serious with everything.

2. grinning from ear to ear /'griiy
from 19 tu: 19/: CUGi toe toét

Vidu: "We've had a fantastic response!”
he said, grinning from ear to ear.

3. adorn with / a'domn wid/: t6 diém
vGi

Vi du: The bride's hair was adorned
with sparkling beads.

4. breathtaking /'bre6teikin/ (adj):
dep tuyét voi

Vi du: This summer, Sam is going to
visit Bali because he was told that it is
a breathtaking land.

5. blow someone’s mind

/blau 'samwanz maind/ (idiom): khién
ai do cam thay rat an tugng, phan
khich

Vi du: The climax of the film really blew
my mind.

Vi du: Today’s party will be catered by the most famous restaurant in the downtown.

8. finger-licking food /'fings-'likin fu:d /(idiom): rat ngon, rat tot

Vi du: A beefsteak with good dressing is always finger-licking food.

9. burst into laughter / ba:st 'intu: 'la:fta /(phr.v): cui pha Ién

Vi du: Everyone bursted into laughter when the teacher was telling jokes.

10. storm out of somewhere / sto:m aut bv 'samwea/ (phr.v): roi di khdi mét noi nao dé khi cuc ki gian dir

Vi du: He stormed out of the house, slamming the door as he went.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do you think people who like to smile are more friendly?

Yes, | absolutely believe so. We cannot judge people's
friendliness by their facial expressions, but those who do
not smile often are mostly unfriendly people. Also, | think
smiling is a way to show respect for others since it is a
common courtesy" and people are less willing to talk to a
person with a straight face.

2. Why do most people smile in photographs?

Everyone is urged to® store their happy memories, such
as weddings and birthday parties, captured on film. Thus,
they dress up and try their best to look solemnly® into the
camera with a big smile. Besides, | guess smiling when
taking photos has already become a culture in many
countries. In most cultures, the photographer always asks
their clients to smile by saying a popular line, "say cheese”.

3. Do women smile more than men? Why?

Yes, | agree that women show their feelings more than
men do, including crying, smiling, and any other types of
emotions. There are a bunch of reasons for this, but the
major one must be the fact that women tend to be more
empathetic and emotional. In addition, | have to mention
that it is quite hard for men to express their emotions
because society will judge it as an act of effeminate®.

4. Do people smile more when they are younger or older?

| am not sure what is the right answer for this question, but
| guess that people made more genuine smiles when they
were younger. Mainly because when we didn't have to think
of how to make ends meet® since our parents were the
ones who took care of everything. As we get older, we have
to deal with many challenges in life, so sometimes we aren't
in the right mood to smile. In fact, adults like us frequently
fake a smile® when we feel dead inside®™.
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(common courtesy /'’koman ka:tisi/: phép lich
sy thong thuong

Vi du: Shaking hands with someone you have
just met is just common courtesy.

@urge to /3:dz tu:/: thic giuc, thuyét phuc

Vi du: Jessi felt an overwhelming urge to tell
someone about what she had witnessed.
®solemnly /'splamli /(adv): trinh trong

Vi du: Politicians solemnly announced that the
time for economic reform had arrived.

@effeminate /r'femmnit /(adj): éo I3, yéu dudi
Vi du: In spite of his muscled body, he has a
really effeminate voice.

®)make ends meet (idiom): kiém tién dé trang
trai cho cudc séng

Vi du: Liz and Nick were always out to work but
they barely had enough money to make ends
meet.

©fake a smile / feik o smail/: gugng cudi

Vi du: You can fake a smile but not your true
feelings.

(dead inside / ded m'said/: tréng réng, khong
cam xuc

Vi du: | was dead inside when | heard about the
accident.
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A tall building

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a tall building in your city you like or dislike
You should say:

+ Whereitis

+  Whatitis used for

*  What it looks like

+ And explain why you like or dislike it

Answer

| am going to talk about an iconic skyscraper located in the heart
of ™ my city. | happened to come across this building when | was
buzzing around? the city, looking for a new job. When | first saw it, it
was still under construction. A few weeks ago, people held a grand
opening for it. Due to its prime location and extraordinary height, the
building can be easily spotted from a distance, and for now, it is the
highest building in my hometown with exactly 40 floors. There are
various means of transport providing direct access to this place.
While most people prefer to take a bus which drops® them off right
at the front gate, | myself am into driving there on my own since |
hate being packed like sardines® in a bus. What tickles my fancy
most is probably the eye-catching® architectural design which was
truly one of a kind in my hometown. The whole building is covered by
a glass facade which has surely caught a lot of people’s eyes. Due
to its translucence, glass in architecture generates a pleasant and
roomy spatial atmosphere. It allows for both a view outward as well
as inward and lends a sense of space. The building is seen as the
most favorite spot for both tourists and citizens simply because of
the coffee bar on the 39th floor offering panoramic views overlooking
the whole city. | also meet up® with my friends there simply because
it's easy to navigate the way to this place. | mean no one can miss
such a gigantic and outstanding building.
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1. in the heart of: ngay trung tam cta
heart /ha:rt/

Vi du:
located in the heart of the city so that
customers can go there conveniently.

Supermarkets are often

2. buzz around /baz/: chay hdi ha vi
ban ron

Vi du: | had to buzz around all day,
picking up my kids and shopping for
food.

3. drop somebody off: tha ai xudng
drop /drop/

Vi du: The bus dropped the students
right off at the school gate.

4. be packed like sardines (idiom):
chat chéi, nhéi nhét

packed /pzkt /, sardines /sa:'di:nz/
Vi du: Some people hate being packed
like sardines on the train.

5. eye-catching /'arkaetfiy/(a): bat
mat

Vi du: That eye-catching dress makes
her become more confident.

6. meet up (with somebody) /mi:t/:
hen gap

Vi du: On weekends, i often meet up
with old friends from high school.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What are the disadvantages of living in tall buildings?

Living in sky high buildings can be advantageous for some reasons. It's beyond dispute that people can enjoy
unobstructed scenic views from their apartment, which is a great way to take their mind off work at the end
of the day. Along with the views, it gives people excellent natural ventilation and fresh air, thus helping to get
away from the street pollution. Moreover, high-rises are usually located in upscale neighborhoods that offer
more in terms of connectivity and security.

2. Do you think there will be more tall buildings in the future?

| am pretty sure that in the years to come, most cities on
earth will become a concrete jungle where it would be
rare to catch sight of a detached or even semi-detached
house®. Given the fact that our world today, particularly
in developing countries, is facing a burgeoning population,
soon, there will be a serious shortage of residential land.
That's why the only solution would be to build more and
more high rise buildings to cater for the increasing need of
housing.

(detached house /dr'tztft/ /haus/: nha biét
lap

Vi du: it's more comfortable to live in a detached
house than in a flat

3. Why aren't there many tall buildings in the countryside?

The main reason is probably because of the sparse®?
population in rural areas. It's obvious that today, people
tend to flock to cities in search of job opportunities, so the
countryside is often less populated. This means that there
is a lot of vacant land available and tall buildings would
be of no use there. Similarly, enterprises are reluctant to
expand their business in rural areas, so there is little need
for office space.

@sparse /spa:s/(adj): thua thot
Vidu: This remote village has a sparse population

4. Why do some people like to live in tall buildings nowadays?

The first reason that's just popped into my mind is because
of the cost. What | mean is that today, buying or renting an
apartment seems to be a budget-friendly® option for most
people, especially those who haven't reached middle age my parents.

yet. For these people owning a single storey house would @he out of reach: vuot ra khéi tam véi, kha
quite be out of their reach® because they haven't worked nang -

long enough to save money for such a place. Another reach /ri:tf/

reason is that for some people, they simply enjoy living on Vi du: Buying a house right now is just out of his
the ground level because they can easily save themselves reach.

from unexpected accidents such as fire or earthquake.

®budget-friendly /'badz.it/ /'frend.li/: phu hgp
Vv0i tui tién
Vidu: I want to look for a budget-friendly tour for
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A natural talent

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a natural talent(sports, music,etc) you want to improve
You should say:

+ Whatitis

*  When you discovered it

+  How you want to improve it

+ And how you feel about it

Answer

| am not a person who usually shows off® although there is nothing
much that | can pride myself on. Yet, | would say that | am adept
at? leading people, and that's why | was often appointed to be the
leader of a group project at school. Despite being endowed with®
such a talent, | think it's important to nurture and hone it if | want to
use it to my advantage in my future career. | was not conscious of
this innate ability until one day when lots of my classmates started
buttering me up®. | had no clue what was happening and then my
teacher informed us that we were going to compete in groups for
the final test. That's when it hit me that | was a sought-after kind of
leader to my friends, which made me so flattered. In retrospect, | did
prove myself to be a reliable and competent leader who could put
the whole team together to ace every test and exam.

Yet, leading others is truly a herculean task. When the team is
demotivated and runs out of steam, the leader needs to keep them
energized to push on. A leader is also required to notice the strengths
and weaknesses of other teammates to make sure they can turn
their strong suits into good account® and avoid tasks that are not
to their advantage. Nevertheless, | did a pretty good job in leading
my friends as | somehow managed to keep them on the right track,
help the team meet deadlines and still endeared myself to them®.
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1. show off /fou/: khoe khoang

Vi du: He showed off his collection
of awards to his friends, which made
them all jealous.

2. be adept at /a'dept/: c6 tai trong
viéc gi

Vi du: Some stars are pretty adept at
dealing with the media.

3. be endowed with /in'davd/: dugc
pht cho diéu gi

Vi du: Our hometown is endowed with
an abundance of seafood.

4. butter somebody up /'bat.ar/: tang
béc ai

Vi du: He is not a reliable person and
he always butters people up when he
needs their favor.

5. turn something into good account:
dung céi gi nhu lgi thé cia minh
account /a'kaunt/

Vi du: Competitors should turn their
own strength into good account in this
contest.

6. endear someone to someone:
khién ai dugc yéu thich béi ai

Vi du: Her humour has endeared her to
all of the classmates.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do you think artists with talents should focus on their talents?

Idon'tthinkartists should concentrate onhoningtheirtalents
alone because today the world of art and entertainment
has become a cut-throat™ place and in order to set oneself
apart from others®, it requires more than just a single talent
such as singing or dancing. An artist should try to become
multi-talented if he wants to go a long way in his career. For
example, Johnny Deep first debuted as a singer in a small
band but he only put his name on the map® once he tried
acting although acting was not really his talent.

(Mcut-throat /'katbraut/(adj): khéc liét, cam go
Vi du: Many young people have fallen prey to this
cut-throat competition.

@get oneself apart from others: trd nén khac
biét

Vi du: By using his charm, John really set himself
apart from other models.

®put someone's name on the map: ghi danh,
trd nén ndi tiéng

name /neim/, map /map/

Vi du: It was his first single that helped to put his
name on the map.

2. Is it possible for us to know whether children who are 3 or 4 years old will become musicians and painters

when they grow up?

In most cases, we can't. Although parents often second
guess their kids' occupation in the future, there are slim
odds that they will turn out to be whom their parents
expect. This is simply because children at the age of 3 or
4 find everything riveting and they want to try their hand at
different things. Just because they seem to be engrossed
in an activity such as singing or painting doesn’'t mean they

@change /tfemdz/ one’s mind / maind/: thay
déi suy nght

Vi du: We first decided to visit some tourist
destinations in the South but then changed our
mind.

®)in the blink of an eye: trong nhay mat

blink /blink/, eye /ai/

will stick to it when growing up. They are so fickle that they
can change their mind® in the blink of an eye®.

Vi du: Her father finished painting the door in the
blink of an eye.

3. Why do people like to watch talent shows?

Talent shows are not really my thing, so | guess the primary reason why people enjoy them is because of the
entertainment which is somehow based on reality. This means that viewers can relate a lot with the content
and sometimes, they even put themselves in the participant’s shoes to imagine how they feel when being
so talented. Moreover, such tv programs are a huge source of inspiration for people and no one hates to be
motivated in life.

4. Do you think it is more interesting to watch famous people’s or ordinary people's shows?

Personally, | lean towards the latter. What can tickle my fancy when watching a tv program is its authenticity.
This means whether people in the show are simply acting according to scripts or they can truly speak their
minds. Most celebrities want to maintain a good public image so they often keep an opinion or feeling, which
can be controversial, to themselves rather than express it. This helps them become a role model to many
people but watching them on tv is just a waste of time because much of what they do has been carefully
scripted.
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A piece of local news

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a piece of local news that people are interested in
You should say:

+  What it was about

+  Where you saw/heard it

*  Who was involved

+ And explain why people were interested in it

Answer

Honestly speaking, | rarely read newspapers or even news online
because | am always up to my ears™ at work. But recently, |
particularly got into keeping informed of local news because
rumour has it that our neighborhood is about to go through some
significant changes. One of which is the reconstruction of the local
park.About 6 years ago, when the park was newly built, it was one of
the main attractions in my area and a verdant® place covered with
colorful flowers. | myself also paid a visit to this park on a daily basis
especially in the morning with my friends. However, because of the
garbage littering all over the park and the foul-smelling® lake, not
many people feel like setting foot in there anymore. | think due to the
poor maintenance and lack of supervision, the condition of this park
has become worse.There are a number of things | could not bear
when visiting this place. Off the top of my head, there are not enough
bins placed at regular intervals. Some people litter everywhere and
even dump waste into the lake, which leaves a negative impression
on tourists.Secondly, anyone can see the atrocious® condition of
the pathways. They're not well-maintained and are broken into bits
and pieces. More seriously, at night due to the poor lighting system,
this park is a hotbed for® petty crimes. In addition, more spending
should be allocated to the installation of new safety-orientated
facilities inside the park such as better lighting systems or warning
signs.
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1. be up to one’s ears in something
(idiom): ban tdi ngay t6i mat vdi viéc
gi

ears /iorz/

Vi du: Her parents are always up to
their ears in work, so she has to stay
with her grandparents during the day.
2. verdant /'vs-:.dant/(a): noi co nhiéu
cay, thoang mat

Vi du: There is a verdant park near
my house and | often go there to do
exercise.

3. foul-smelling /favl//smel.im/(a): c6
mui hoi

Vi du: That foul-smelling lake has
prevented people from visiting the park
4. atrocious /a'trou.fas/(a): chat
lugng rat kém

Vi du: Conditions in this old village
school were atrocious

5. a hotbed of /'hot.bed/: tu diém cho
Vi du: Slums are a hotbed of crimes.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do people where you live read newspapers?

Most people in my neighborhood are retirees so they have
all the time in the world, and their favorite pastime is reading
newspapers. In the morning, you can catch sight of some
elderly people walking to a nearby news stand and buying
some newspapers. They often gather around after reading
them to discuss some hot news, and more often than not,
those meetings just end up to be an argument because some
of them are too swollen-headed® and narrow-minded® to
accept others’ ideas. From time to time, | notice that some
middle-aged citizens like my father also read news on the
internet, probably because online news is faster and more
convenient to access.

2. Do people prefer local or international news?

Mcatch sight of: bat gap

catch /kat[/, sight /sait/

@swollen-headed /swau.lan'hed.id/(adj): ngao
mang, kiéu cang

Vi du: He is such a swollen headed leader that
he turns down others’ ideas and only considers
his own.

®narrow-minded /nzrauv'mam.did/(adj): bao
tha, khé chap nhan y kién ctia ngudi khac

Vi du: There is no point in trying to persuade her
because she is very narrow-minded.

People around the globe consume all types of news, but they are most interested in news that’s close to
home. The reason is simply because local news can come in handy in their daily life. What | am trying to
say is that being informed of what's happening everyday around them will help people to live a safer life. For
example, when they are aware that a dangerous burglar is on the loose in their area, they would keep their
guard up and keep an eye on every suspicious stranger lingering around their house.

3. Do you think it's important to have a national identity?

| do believe that everyone needs to have and maintain their
national identity because it is the one thing that speaks
volumes® about who they are and where they are from.
Today, people seem to emphasize individualism so the best
way to do this is to embrace their national identity. Plus,
national identity gives a citizen a sense of belonging and
unity, reminding them of their values to their very own nation
as well as their responsibilities to protect and preserve it.

4. How can people develop their national identity?

| think there are plenty of ways to identify yourself with
your own country, but the easiest and most common one
is to learn about your culture and tradition and pass on the
knowledge gained®. For example, a Viethnamese student
can first widen his horizons about some cultural festivals in
Viet Nam such as Hung King temple festival, and then, share
the information with other students, especially foreigners.
Such activity not only allows them to show pride in their
own country’s culture but also encourages others to do the
same for their own national identity.
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@speak volumes /'volju:mz/: néilén
Vi du: She didn't say anything but her face spoke
volumes.

Gpass on the knowledge gained: truyén lai
kién thure da hoc duoc

knowledge /'npl.1dz/ gained /gend/

Vi du: In our culture, the elderly would pass on
the knowledge gained to their children.
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A town or city

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a town or city where you would like to live in the future
You should say:

+ Whereitis

*  How you knew it

+  What it is famous for

+ And why you would like to live there

Answer

When | saw this topic, the first place that popped into my mind
was Tokyo which | visited last year. As my first trip to this
world-renowned® city was beyond my expectations, | would like
to live there if | have a chance to. Since a very young age, | have
watched numerous Japanese animated - cartoon series, thus
somehow falling in love with Japan. So last year, | set foot in® Tokyo
which is the capital of Japan.

What impressed me most during that trip was that although people
there tend to lead a fast- paced life®® and have a far-sighted® view ,
they still embrace their traditional roots and place a high emphasis
on cultural values. Apart from being one of the world’s most populous
cities, Tokyo is also home to all cutting edge® technologies, a huge
animated film industry and famed for a high level of public safety.
All those characteristics have really made me aspire to live once in
this city.

Plus, the civility and orderliness of the locals truly took me by surprise.
It is kind of the norm there that you need to line up whenever you are
at a public place. Even if you are in a hurry, you still have to wait for
your turn, which is a bit different from the norm in my country where
people love cutting the line. | guess that not only did | fall in love with
the city but also with its people.
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1. world-renowned /ws3:ld.ri'navnd/
(a): ndi tiéng trén thé giGi

Vi du: Michael Jackson was a world-
renowned singer.

2. set foot in: dat chan dén dau

foot /fut/

Vi du: Last weekend, our family set
foot in a famous pagoda in the north
of Viet Nam.

3. a fast-paced life: mot 16i sdng
nhanh

fast-paced /fa:st//peist/

Vi du: Most young people today lead
fast-paced life.

4. far-sighted /fa:r/ /'sa.tid/ (a): nhin
xa tréng rong

Vi du: Successful people often have
far-sighted views, which means that
they can see opportunities that others
can't.

5. cutting edge /'’kat.y/ /ed3z/ (a): tan
tién, hién dai

Vi du: Right now, Iphone 13 Promax is
the most cutting-edge smartphone.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. Why do more and more people live in the city?

Today, people tend to flock to urban areas mainly in search
of better job opportunities. It's beyond dispute that there is
a wide range of jobs that can suit anyone, whether they are
college-educated or not. That is to say, even a person who
just finished secondary or high school can at least live from
hand to mouth®™ there. By contrast, the countryside appears
to be much less developed, so the number of job vacancies
is quite limited, making it much more challenging for people
to be employed.

2. How does this affect the environment and nature?

To begin with, air pollution is inevitable in cities as the
more populated a place is, the more vehicles people use
either for commuting or shopping. This undoubtedly
results in increasing amounts of exhaust fumes which are
responsible for contaminating the air. In addition, municipal
solid waste® is also a grave concern. More people means
higher consumption, but most cities are not able to deal with
the rising amount of trash. As a result, some environmental
problems such as water and soil pollution can be expected.

@Jjve from hand to mouth (idiom): séng chat
vat, cam chimg

Vi du: Because of the pandemic, we could only
live from hand to mouth with this meagre salary.

@municipal solid waste /mju:'nis...pal/ /'spl.id/
/weist/: chat thai ran & dé thi

Vi du: Municipal solid waste is also a grave
concern in many big cities.

3. What are some factors that attract people to settle down in certain places?

Off the top of my head®, one of the key factors that
influence a person to settle down in a place must be the
access to good jobs. It's obvious that people like to work
close to where they live and having a good job keeps people
in their town. Moreover, alternative modes of transport are
also worth considering when deciding whether to live in a
place permanently. Sometimes, people get tired of driving
on their own, probably due to traffic jams, so they may opt
for trains or buses instead.

®off the top of my head: bat ra, nay ra trong
dau

Vi du: Off the top of my head, | could only think
of one benefit of living in big cities.

4. What are the differences between the young and old when choosing where to live?

| think they differ in the standards of their residential area.
Firstly, while most youngsters are into living close to some
bustling® streets or neighborhoods that are within walking
distance to coffee shops and cinemas, senior citizens lean
towards peaceful and quiet places. Secondly, old people
may place a higher emphasis on the security and safety of
their neighborhood because they have families to protect.
Yet, it doesn't mean that the youth do not give a hoot about
their own safety®, but it seems that some may take a risk if
that place is close to their workplace.
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®bustling /'bas.lip/(adj): nhén nhip

Vi du: On TET, the streets become much more
crowded and bustling.

4 give a hoot about something: quan tam vé
hoot /hu:t/

Vidu: As akid, I didn’t give a hoot about studying.
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An environmental law

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a law on environmental protection
You should say:

+ Whatitis

*  How you first learned about it

+  Who benefits from it

+ And explain how you feel about this law

Answer

| am an eco-friendly™ person so | care a great deal about the
environment. I've participated in some green campaigns which
were either aimed to clean beaches or to pick up litter in tourist
destinations. Yet, in unity there is strength so | think it's time our
whole society joins hands® to protect this planet. But to realize
such an idea, the government needs to enact® new environmental
laws, one of which should be the ban on the supply and use of
disposable® plastics such as shopping bags. A couple years ago,
| was still barely conscious of plastic effects on the natural world.
Then one day, while scrolling down my Facebook newsfeed, | came
across a viral picture of a turtle that died because of starving.

In fact, the number of such accidents has rocketed in the past
few years as people make use of more and more plastics without
proper disposal. As a result, sea turtles can mistake floating plastic
garbage for food. They can choke, sustain internal injury and die - or
starve by thinking they’re full from eating plastic.Unfortunately, not
every citizen is aware of such an issue. They just get caught up in
@ the rat race to climb the social or career ladder. Even if they were,
they would be reluctant to give up the convenience these items
offer. | am not sure how this law would be enforced but | can imagine
something like if you get caught using single-use products, you may
pay a fine and the police would have some kind of card to keep track
of® your violation.
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1. eco-friendly /'iikeufrend.li/(a):
than thién véi moi truong

Vi du: Customers should choose eco-
friendly products such as paper bags
instead of single-use ones.

2. join hands /dzom/ /hezendz/: két
hop, hop strc

Vi du: Everyone should join hands to
protect the environment.

3. enact /r'nakt/ (v): ban hanh (laws,
rules..)

Vi du: The government needs to enact
more stricter laws to protect the
environment.

3. disposable /di'spauv.za.bal/ = single
use /'si.gal/ /ju:z/ (a): dung mét [an

Vi du: Disposable products do harm to
the environment because they take a
long time to decompose.

4. get caught up in something: dinh
liu, liéen quan t&i hoat déng nao
caught /ka:t/

Vi du: Many celebrities get caught up
in scandalous affairs.

5. keep track of: theo doi

track /traek/

Vi du: Parents should keep track of
their children’ studies.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Are there laws about education in Vietham?

| don't have a good grasp of laws in Vietnam in general, let alone those in education. Yet, one thing that just
popped into my mind is laws against tutoring students at home. This means that teachers at a school are not
allowed to give tuition at home simply because students may tend to ignore the knowledge gained in class
and think they can learn more at their teacher's house. Plus, educators themselves will make less effort in
lecturing at school than at their home because home tuition gives them much more money.

2. What kinds of rules do schools in Vietham have?

The first set of rules | can think of is the dress code which
indicates specifically how students are supposed to dress
when they go to school. To be more specific, students are Vi du: The school expelled him for his repeated
required to wear the school uniform but some may try to e

put their own spin on it, so regulations will keep them from

standing out unnecessarily. Another kind of rule is codes of

conduct which are used to keep students in line and remind

them of the punishment for their misbehavior® in class.

Mmisbehavior /mis.br'hervja-/(n): cu x&r khéng
phai phép hoac vi pham quy dinh/luat 1&

3. What can teachers do to make students obey rules?

There are several ways to convince students to follow
classroom rules. Firstly, it's important to set clear goals.
Knowing the expectations of their teacher gives students
a clear sense of where they stand and what's expected
of them. Understanding why the rules exist can connect
action with consequence and can make following those
rules easier. Secondly, teachers should use a reminder as
sometimes rules slip out of a student’s mind®. For example,
if the teacher catches sight of a student chatting a bit with
his classmate, she can call him out to remind the whole
class of the rule agreed upon.

@glip out of one’s mind: trugt ra khoi tam tri
slip /slip/, mind /maind/

Vi du: My grandmother is absent-minded now so
things slip out of her mind easily.

4. What should parents do to educate children about laws?

| think it's important for parents to set a good example first
if they want their children to understand and comply with
laws. For example, it would be confusing for a child if he is
told not to run the red light while his parents break this law
from time to time. Moreover, it's better to start setting rules
and disciplines at home first before parents teach their kids
about laws. This means that they learn to become well-
disciplined® at home on a daily basis, which helps them to
get into the habit of obeying rules. As they grow up, it would
be easier to wrap their mind around complicated laws and
observe them.

@discipline /'dis.a.plin/(n) ky luat
Vi du: Maintaining classroom discipline is the
first task of every teacher.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a puzzle (jigsaw, crossword, etc) you have played
You should say:

+  Whatitis like

*  How easy or difficult it is

+  How long it takes you to solve

+ And how you feel about it

Answer

As a child, I didn't have many friends because | was kind of shy and
reserved. Plus, | was seen as a nerd in my class so not many young
kids liked to hang out with me. Luckily, | still have a real friend who
always stands by my side™. Actually, we are kinda poles apart in®
character, but we do have many things in common, one of which
is playing jigsaw puzzles. The rule itself is simple; all you have to
do is assembling the oddly shaped interlocking pieces to make a
complete picture.

The winner is whoever finishes the picture first. My best friend
usually beats me in this game. I've gotta admit that she does have a
knack for® such intellectually demanding games while | always had
to rack my brain® when playing.

My best friend was the one who got me into this game. At first, |
thought it was the lamest game of all time, but somehow it grew on
me. Now, every time | have a lot of thoughts in my mind and want to
unwind for just a while, | would ask her to play the game with me. It
simply takes my mind off things. | also had this bittersweet memory
with the game. Sometimes, | would bring it to school to play during
break time, and my friends used to make fun of me for playing such
a monotonous game. | was not hurt at all, a little bit maybe, but the
bottom line is that | knew this game would do me good in many
ways so | just turned a blind eye to® whatever mean things they
said.
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1. stand by one’s side: & bén canh ai
stand /staend/, side /said/

Vi du: My best friend always stands by
my side when | go through a hard time.
2. be poles apart in: |a hai nguti d6i
lap & khia canh nao

poles /poulz/

Vi du: My brother and | are poles apart
in character so we never get along.

3. have a knack for. gidi vé viéc gi
knack /nak/

Vi du: You really have a knack for
selling. You should work in business in
the future.

4. rack one’s brain: suy nghi rat nhiéu
dé€lam gi

rack /raek/, brain /brein/

Vi du: She racked her brain to come up
with a perfect lie.

5. turn a blind eye to: lam ngo viéc gi
turn /tz=n/, blind /blaind/, eye /ai/
Vi du: The manager often turns a blind
eye to bullying in the workplace.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. Why do parents let their children play puzzles?

| guess it's because they know how much puzzles can do
wonders for their kids. From my observation, most people
are fond of jigsaw puzzles® and there are 2 main reasons.
First of all, children can gradually develop problem-solving
skills. They may need to learn to set aside the piece they
hope to put in the puzzle while searching for one that fits
in the spot they need. Another benefit is that children can
refine their fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination
skills as they grasp pieces to put the puzzle together.

2. What kinds of puzzles improve people's intelligence?

There are different genres of puzzles, such as crossword
puzzles, word-search puzzles, number puzzles to name
a few. Regardless of their form and rule, all puzzles can
contribute to the improvement of our intelligence. Unlike
most other games, puzzles do not intend to regale players
alone but also are geared towards challenging them® and
pushing them to rack their brains. That's how puzzles can
give our brains a real mental workout, helping us become
smarter.

3. Why are detective stories attractive to people?

| am a huge fan of detective stories myself so | can pretty
much relate to other fans. | can say that we all tend to
solve puzzles or to find a solution. That's the main reason
why many people can’t help themselves by immersing
themselves in detective fiction®. When reading a detective
story, readers can try putting themselves in the detective’s
shoes® to find out who is the real murderer or thief. They
start collecting all clues and put them together to solve the
case.

Mdo wonder (idiom): cé tac dung Ién, ki diéu
Vi du: Doing exercise every day can do wonder
for our health.

@jigsaw puzzle /'dzig.sa:/ /'paz.al/: tro ghép
hinh

Vi du: I think only smart children can play jigsaw
puzzles well.

@Ggear something towards somebody/
something: hudng cdi gi dén ai/céi gi
Vi du: These advertisements are geared towards

a younger audience.

@immerse oneself in sth(v): dam minh

Vi du: Whenever | feel stressed out, | immerse
myself in some upbeat music.

®put yourself in the someone’s shoes: dat
minh vao truong hop cuda ai doé

Vi du: When reading books, readers often
put themselves in the characters shoes to
understand their feelings.

4. Which do you think is better? A detective movie or its original novel?

As | was saying, the whole point of being a fan of the detective genre is to satisfy our curiosity and turn our
imagination into a good account. That's why the original novel would appear more appealing to a die-hard
fan like me than the movie simply because words speak volumes. Readers are more likely to relate to the
victim or the detective through words which have been carefully chosen by the author. Plus, we can also read

between the lines to figure out the real criminal.
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An occasion

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an occasion when you were not allowed to use your mobile phone

You should say:

*  When it was

*  Whereit was

+  Why you were not allowed to use your mobile phone
+ And how you felt about it

Answer

| am not proud to say this but | used to be a phone addict, which
means that no matter how much | applied myself®, | couldn't ditch
my phone. This entrenched habit did lead to a lot of breakdowns
in the relationships with my friends and family because | became
a phubber®. Then one day, | suffered from some eye disorders
including blurry vision and dry , itchy eyes, and the doctor insisted
that I need to keep the phone out of my reach® for at least one week.
As he broke the news to me, | felt like my whole world was falling
apart. | was scared that i would miss out on everything from my
friends’ gossip to celebrity scandals. But, | had no choice but to grin
and bear it®, hoping | could recover in no time. In fact, | was not
allowed to be exposed to the screen of any gadget at all, so | racked
my brain to figure out how | could cheer myself up. I tried all the tips
| picked up on the internet, even the cliché one like thinking about
how harmful a phone can be, but none of them worked. | just miss
the feeling of keeping abreast of all news and being able to reach out
to any friends of mine, regardless of the time and location. It bored
me to death to sit in my room all day long, having so much time on
my hands. Luckily, when | was on the verge of giving up, my best
friend came by to keep me company® and suggested staying with
me until | could get better. Needless to say, | was over the moon®
when hearing such blissful news. She did a great job in keeping me
away from my phone for a whole week.
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1. apply oneself /o'plai/: c6 hét cur
Vi du: No matter how much | applied
myself, | couldn't fit in there.

2. phubber /'fab.a</ (n): &m chi ngudi
ngé lo ngudi bén canh minh va chi dé
tam dén dién thoai

Vi du: Most teenagers now become a
phubber, which leads to problems in
their relationships.

3. out of one’s reach /ri:t[/: khdi tam
V@i cla ai

Vi du: Buying a new house now is just
out of his reach.

4. grin and bear it (idiom): cé gang
chap nhén diéu gi

grin /grin/ bear /ber/

Vi du: My parents forbade me to go to
the party. | had no choice but to grin
and bear it.

5. keep somebody company: bau ban
V4i ai

Vi du: When driving over a long
distance, he needs someone to keep
him company.

6. be over the moon: curc ki vui sudng
Vi du: Everyone was over the moon
when we could finally lift all the
lockdowns.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. How do young and old people use mobile phones differently?

Their purposes for using mobile phones are definitely different. As for the elderly, most of them only take
advantage of the basic functions such as calling and texting, although there are still a few people who read
news on their phone. By contrast, youngsters are no stranger to smart phones in particular so they can
use them for various purposes from surfing the web, shopping online to keeping in touch with friends and
business partners.

2. What positive and negative impacts do mobile phones have on friendship?

On the one hand, mobile phones are great tools for
communication, thus keeping everyone, particularly friends, E TR Gae Cadh GHEr Rare o e
closer even if they are living far away from each other. Today, so when I ran into her on the street, we spent
people can either send instant messages or make a video  , yyhole afternoon catching up with each other.
call to check on their friends and catch up with them®. On @put sth at stake: dua vao tinh thé nguy hiém
the other hand, one of the grave concerns when using such Vi du: Today, going out without wearing a mask
gadgets is that it can put offline friendships at stake®. This can put your health at stake.

is because once people are addicted to their phones and

their virtual world, they tend to neglect their real life and

interact less with their actual friends.

Mcatch up with sb: cap nhat tin tic vé ai

3. Is it a waste of time to take pictures with mobile phones?

It would be time-consuming if people spent their whole days
just taking pictures, but every once in a while, it wouldn't
take up much time to take a photo to save the moment.
Actually, what really gets on one's nerves® is the editing
process after because it can take hours to finish a picture.

@ get on one's nerves: khién ai khé chju
nerves /n3rvz/
Vi du: It gets on my nerves every time he sings.

4. Do you think it is necessary to have laws on the use of mobile phones?

No, such an idea sounds preposterous to me. Mobile phones are supposed to make our lives easier and more
convenient, so there would be no point in adhering to all those complex laws which are annoying. In reality,
people can only wrap their minds around some basic and familiar laws such as traffic laws, so | doubt they
could take in anything related to mobile phones. Plus, mobile phones have proved to be nothing but a helping
hand for humans, and although there are some car accidents caused by the reckless use of phones while
driving, the issue is not concerning enough to make laws.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a plan in your life (that is not related to work or study)
You should say:

+  What it is about

+  Why you make it

+  What you need to do first

+ And explain how you would feel if it is successful

Answer

As | am a coffee enthusiast, I've learned about coffee by myself on
the internet. Recently, I've been toying with the idea® of opening
a small coffeehouse of my own. As | am between jobs now and
have a lot of free time, | decided to run the idea by my parents® and
asked for their financial support to realize my dream. After sitting
on my proposal for weeks, they finally gave into my passion and
determination and promised to loan me some money. But | know
my parents are not some kind of pliant parents who would go along
with anything their kids say, so | asked what their deal was. It turned
out that they would only give me the money if | took a professional
barista course but | had no problem with that, so now | am learning
and working part time at a nearby coffeehouse to gain some hands-
on experience®,

I've planned out everything for my dream coffeehouse. In terms of
location, it will be situated close to the city center to attract a wider
range of customers. Regarding the decoration, the exterior will be
covered with floral and botanical arrangements. This one of a kind
decoration will help it to stand out from other cafes. For those who
seek a peaceful atmosphere and a tranquil space to relax or to
immerse themselves in a book, my coffeehouse will be right up their
alley®. It will be totally soundproofed to block out all distracting
noises around. If things go as planned, | will embark on realizing my
dream by the end of this year
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1. toy with something /to1/: can nhac
[am gi, nhung khdng nghiém tuc

Vi du: She has been toying with the
idea of studying abroad, but she has
not even graduated yet.

2. think something out: can nhac ky
ludng viéc gi

Vi du: He thought out the plan before
proposing it to the boss.

3. run something by somebody: ban
bac viéc gi védi ai

Vi du: The team ran the idea by the
leader before making the final decision.
4. hands-on experience: kinh nghiém
thuc té

hands-on / hand'zon/, experience
/1K'spiri.ans/

Vi du: The new manager has a lot of
hands-on experience in the F&B field.
5. be up one’s alley/street: ding s¢
thich, gu cua ai dé

up /ap/, alley /'zli/, street /stri:t/
Vi du: A teaching job would be right up
her alley.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Should parents make plans for children?

| would say it depends on the character of the child. A kid
who is used to being coddled by his parents may even
expect them to plan out a whole life for them. This helps
them feel more secure and boosts their confidence because
they know their parents will not let anything go wrong in
their life. However, this may not be the case for children
who learn to be self-reliant™ from a young age because
they emphasize their own competence and opinions. This
means, they feel more satisfied when parents let them
stand on their feet® rather than be told what to do.

2. When should children start to make plans for themselves?

It would be better if children learn to make plans from a
young age so that it can become their second nature®.
When they grow up, they will be used to planning everything
ahead to make sure everything will go as planned. Such
a good habit will turn them into a well-organized and
methodical® person and give them more chances to make
their way in life.

3. What things should be planned on a daily basis?

Daily planning is obviously a life saver® for everyone,
especially those who are always up to their ears in work®,
as it reminds people of what they need to get out of the
way in the day. Therefore, they should write down their daily
tasks such as picking up children from school or shopping
for groceries in a to-do list, and their daily goals to make
sure that they improve themselves day by day. A thing to
bear in mind is that they should set priority for the tasks on
their list so that they know which should be dealt with first.
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Mself-reliant / self.rilat.ant/ (a): twlap, doc lap
Vi du: My mother is a self-reliant woman. She
raised all of her kids by herself without her
husband’s help.

@gtand on one's own feet (idiom): tu s6ng déc
1ap, khong dua dam ai

stand/stend/, feet /fiit/, own /aun/ feet /fizt/

Vi du: She is used to having her parents take
care of everything for her, so she can’t stand on
her own feet.

®be second nature to somebody: tr& nén quen
thudc, nhu mét théi quen véi ai

second /'sek.and/, nature /'nertfs-/

Vi du: Checking emails has become my second
nature ever since | got this job.

@methodical /ma'0od.Lkal/: k§ ludng, can than
(miéu ta ngui)

Vi du: I am a very methodical person and writes
lists for everything.

®life saver /'laif ser.var/ (n): nguoi,vat ciru canh
Vi du: When you'’re stuck in traffic, a mobile
phone is your life saver.

®be up to one’s ears in something: rat ban ron
Vdi viéc gi

up/ap/, ear /1or/

Vi du: My father is a workaholic. He’s always up
to his ears in work.
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4. Are plans always necessary?

| think it is because planning keeps people on top™ of
their work and their lives. When our daily lives are busy
and multi-faceted, it can be easy to get sidetracked, or feel
overwhelmed, so having a plan helps people manage time
wisely to achieve their goals. Plus, people who make plans
regularly can feel more confident because they already
prepare themselves for uncertainty in life. There will always
be a backup plan® for any unexpected scenarios when
people plan things ahead.

5. Can people succeed without plans?

Surely they can. There have been many cases in which
people didn't set out to achieve any success themselves®.
For example, Johnny Depp- a world-renowned® actor was
first a member of a band but one time, he did a favor of
driving his friend to an audition for a part in a movie. They
both ended up auditioning, and while Depp'’s friend didn't
get the part, Depp landed his first movie role and the rest
is cinematic history. It was never part of his plan to try his
hand at acting"", let alone rise to fame(? but after all, his
life has become a roaring success.
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™ keep somebody/something on track: giup
cho ai/viéc gi thuc hién dung tién do

track /trek/

Vi du: | can be distracted easily so | need
someone to stay by my side and keep me on the
right track.

®a backup plan: ké hoach dyu phong

backup /'bzk.ap/, plan /plen/

Vi du: We should always have a backup plan just
in case things don’t go as planned.

Oset out to do something: dat muc tiéu lam gi
Vidu: They set out to discover a cure for covid-19
disease.

(9world-renowned /ws3:ld.r'navnd/ (a): ndi
tiéng trén thé gidi

Vi du: He is a world-renowned singer.

(Mtry one’s hand at something: thir lam viéc gi
Vi du: | am thinking about trying my hands at
climbing mountains.

(2 rige to fame: trg nén ndi tiéng

rise /raiz/, fame /ferm/ (n): danh tiéng

Vi du: She rose to fame right after her debut.
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An argument

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an argument two of your friends had
You should say:

*  When it happened

+  What it was about

+  How it was solved

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

Growing up in a dysfunctional family, | got into the habit of
shying away from arguments®™ but sometimes, disagreement is
inevitable. Today, I'll talk about one incident when my friends got
into a heated argument that took place when we were working on a
group assignment.When | was a senior, i took a course on Children
Learning English and one of the assessments for this course was
a presentation on how to deliver an engaging lesson to children
under 5. As we were informed of such a project on short notice®?,
we literally worked around the clock® to meet the deadline. The real
challenge was not about the time but about these two members
who were equally egotistic. They kept rowing about® everything
related to our presentation. The most indelible argument when two
of the teammates could not see eye to eye on the structure of the
presentation. Both of them were too narrow-minded® to accept the
upsides of each other’s ideas. Soon the verbal fight turned into a
real fight so | had to jump in, sit them down and talk some sense
to them. First, | asked them to admit that they were both so self-
absorbed® that they put themselves before the whole team. Then,
after pointing out all the pros and cons of their suggestions and
showing them how we could use them both together, we were
finally all on the same page®. After all, our hard work paid off. OQur
presentation was given the maximum score for the midterm test.
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1. shy away from something: tranh né
viéc gi

Vi du: My brother is so lazy that he
keeps shying away from our household
chores.

2. on short notice: trong mét khoang
thoi gian ngan

short /fo:rt/ notice /'nau.tis/

Vi du: Our grandparents informed us of
their visit on short notice, so we didn'’t
have time to clean our house.

3. around the clock: ca ngay lan dém
Vi du: In order to meet the tight
deadline, we all worked around the
clock.

4. row about something: tranh cai to
tiéng vé viéc gi

Vi du: Parents often row about financial
issues.

5. narrow-minded /nzrauv'maimn.did/
(a): bao tha

Vi du: My brother is so narrow-minded
that he never agrees with my opinions.
6. self-absorbed / self.ab'zo:bd/ =
egocentric /,i.gau'sen.trik/ (a): chi
nght dén ban than minh

Vi du: It's best to shy away from self-
absorbed people because they will not
help you when your are in need.

7. be on the same page: dong thuan,
doéng tinh véi nhau

same /seim/ page /peidz/

Vi du: Everyone in the class has to
be on the same page about how to
decorate our classroom for this school
competition.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. Do you think argument is important?

It is beyond dispute necessary. Although arguments may
take up a lot of time, it allows people to spark innovative
ideas to win others over®™. Everyone is swollen-headed® to
some extent so they tend to turn down others’ ideas and
defend their own at all costs. Yet, the more they talk over
a problem or solution, the better they understand it, thus
being able to work at their best.

2. What do family members usually have arguments about?

Within a family, conflicts are prevalent either between
parents or parents and children. In the former case, spouses
may fail to see eye to eye on topics such as parenting style
or finances®. For example, it is common to see a couple
fighting about whether to impose ideas on their children
and have everything planned ahead for them or let them
decide what they want and take control of their lives. In the
latter situation, parents and children fail to be on the same
page when it comes to their children’s lifestyle or academic
performance. For instance, most parents in VN tend to
prohibit their kids from early dating, which often backfires.

Mwin somebody over: thuyét phuc ai déng y véi
minh

Vi du: This is the last chance for the candidates
to win over voters.

@swollen-headed / swau.lan'hed.id/ (a) tu cao,
tw phu

Vi du: They have done well, but it does not mean
that they can be that swollen-headed.

@Gsee eye to eye with somebody on something:
déng y vdi ai viéc gi

see /si:/ eye /ai/

Vi du: Teammates should learn to see eye to eye
with one another instead of arguing all the time.

3. Is it easier for you to have arguments with your family or with your friends?

| always try to be on good terms with my friends® so |
shy away from any arguments with them. That's why it's
definitely easier for me to fall out with my parents instead.
No matter how angry we are, we all finally have to bury the
hatchet® at the end of the day because it would be awkward
to dine together when everyone has a face like thunder®.
Sometimes, | just pretend to go along with my parents so
that we can stop rowing.
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®be on good terms with somebody: c6 mai
quan hé t6t vai ai

terms /tarmz/

Vi du: My best friend and | often row about tiny
things but we are still on good terms now.
®bury the hatchet (idiom): bé qua nhimg cai
v3, thu han, lam lanh

bury/'ber.i/, hatchet /'haetfit/

Vi du: After avoiding each other for weeks,
we finally agreed to let things go and bury the
hatchet.

Mhave a face like thunder (idiom): néi gidn
thunder /'6an.dar/

Vi du: Someone stole her phone and now she’s
having a face like thunder.
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4. Do you think people should change the way they think when having arguments?

| think it is necessary to keep a more open mind® during
a dispute. If everyone is too fixated on their own ideas®,
their argument may take up a lot of time before reaching
an agreement. This may reduce their productivity at work
and cause them to have to work around the clock to meet © keep/have an open mind: c&i md, chap nhan
deadlines. By contrast, when looking at things from a nhing y kién méi

different perspective, people can consider various aspects open/'su.pan/ mind /maind/

of a problem, thus being able to make a wise and informed Vi du: As our society is more and more
decision quickly. developing, people start to have an open mind

about LGBTQ.

®fixate on something /fik'seit/: mai chi nghi vé
diéu gi do6

Vi du: We should not fixate on our own flaw, but
we should try to find ways to improve it.
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Sharing something /

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you shared something with others (or another person)

You should say:

*  What you shared

+  Who you shared it with

+  Why you shared it

+ And explain how you felt about sharing it

Answer

| am going to talk about the time when | shared some thoughts with
my sister. A few years ago, | found myself at a crossroads” where
| had to choose between continuing to study abroad for a master’s
degree or working a nine-to-five job® with my bachelor’s degree. |
was in two minds® and really needed her help to make up my mind.
On receiving my question, she talked to me a lot to find out what
my true ambition was. | totally poured my heart out to her. | told her
all of my feelings, my fears and hopes for the future. After asking
me endless questions to make sure that | was ready for this new
challenge, she talked me into pursuing a Master’s degree instead
of working early. Of course, | did not just simply go along with her
advice. | pondered for days before | finally settled on the seemingly
more promising option which was studying abroad. | believe that
a master's degree can open the door to a more rewarding career
path which offers advanced opportunities and obviously a lucrative
income. Although taking a master's degree is by no means an easy
task, as long as | apply myself® and spare no effort, my hard work
would pay off after all.
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1. at a crossroads /'kros.roudz/: dén
budc ngoat quyét dinh

Vi du: | was at a crossroads where |
need to choose between start working
early or going on to univeristy.

2. a nine-to-five job: cong viéc lam 8
tiéng mot ngay

Vi du: Many young people feel satisfied
with their nine-to-five jobs because of
the stable income.

3. be in two minds (a): ludng Iy

Vi du: He was in two minds whether
to learn English by himself or at a
language centre.

4. apply oneself /a'plai/: nd luc hét
surc

Vi du: Much as | applied myself, | still
failed the driving test.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do you like to share?

Of course | do, | am not some kind of self-serving® person
who only acts in their best interest®. Since | was young,
my parents have always taught me to share things with my
cousins and my friends. Now as a grown-up, | often donate
money or old clothes and books to charitable organizations.
As long as it's within my reach, | am willing to share anything
to help others. Yet, | always bear in mind that my personal
information should only be kept to myself because today,
many frauds can use our data for illegal purposes.

Mgelf-serving /self'ss.vig/ (a) ich ky, chi lam
viéc lgi cho ban than

Vi du: It is believed that businessmen are only
self-serving people.

@ act in one’s best interest: lam viéc gi c6 lgi
cho ban than

act /xkt/ best /best/ interest /'m.trast/

Vi du: It seems as if he was helping you, but he
was actually acting in his best interest.

®keep something to oneself: khéng chia sé
viéc gi véi ai

Vi du: I am not good with secrets. | mean that |
can't keep things to myself.

2. What are the consequences if children don't like to share?

If a child does not learn to share, his selfishness will gradually turn him into a self-absorbed person who no
one likes to hang out with. As a toddler, the consequences may not be too severe. For example, a selfish kid
who does not share toys with other friends probably ends up playing by himself, which is totally acceptable
at that age. Yet, once children start going to school, this may be more concerning because they may not be
able to fit in at school and become isolated. Even worse, they fail to participate in group activities which
require the skill of sharing ideas, and this could lead to poor performance in class.

3. How do you feel about sharing accommodation with others on campus?

Such an idea kind of tickles my fancy®. | would be thrilled to
have a roommate because we can help each other a lot. For
example, when one of us comes down with a fever, the other
can take care of the sick one by picking up medicine and
cooking delicious meals. Plus, it would be more economical
to share housing with someone as we can split utility bills
and the rent. We are not able to earn money on our own yet
so a penny saved is a penny earned®.

@tickle one's fancy: khién ai cam thay hing
thq, yéu thich

tickle /'tik.al/, fancy /'feen.si/

Vi du: Just lying on my bed and binge-watching
series on Netflix can tickle my fancy.

®a penny saved is a penny earned (idiom):
dugc déng nao thi t6t déng nay

penny /'pen.i/ saved /seivd / earned /3nz/

Vi du: Even if you are stinking rich, you should
learn to use money wisely. A penny saved is a
penny earned.

4. How could parents and teachers teach young children to share?

There are several ways for parents to teach kids how to share, but the most effective and easiest way is to
practice sharing themselves first. Children always look up to their parents and imitate them. Therefore, when
a father or mother models good sharing and turn-taking in their family, it gives children a great example to
follow. Another way is to point out good sharing in other kids so that the child may feel a bit jealous and try
to mimic his friends' good behavior.
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Helping a friend

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you helped a friend
You should say:

*  When it was

+  How you helped him/her

*  Why you helped him/her

+ And how you felt about it

Answer

| will talk about the time when | lent my best friend some of my
clothes so that she could leave a good impression at a meeting with
some financial investors, who would decide whether or not to invest
money in her start-up. As her project was related to fashion, | had to
rack my brain® to figure out the best outfit that made her look like
a well-dressed person. Honestly speaking, | am a slave to fashion®
so | have bought various kinds of clothes from dresses, miniskirts to
trousers, blazers and so on, not to mention other accessories.After
hours digging into my closet, we could finally settle on an elegant
business suit. Suits never go out of fashion® and also denote a
professional style of dress that appears smart and sophisticated.
To top off the outfit®, | chose a pair of threader earrings which look
basic yet chic. | felt like | was one of those stylists who was hired to
dress a celebrity when they go to a social event. She couldn’t stop
grinning from ear to ear® with her new look. Luckily, the meeting
went pretty well and she finally closed the deal with those investors.
To return the favor, she bought me a gold bracelet which was totally
up my alley.

This publication's user rights are given to
Ma& din hang: 004220428 | Phone: 0848846586 | Email: hoangmaichi2705@gmail.com

1. rack one's brain (idiom): suy nght
céat luc

rack /rak/ brain /brem/

Vidu: I truly racked my brain to think of
a solution to this situation

2. be a slave to something (idiom):
chiu anh hudng nhiéu béi viéc gi

Vi du: She spent all of her money on
clothes because she is a slave to
fashion.

3. go out of fashion: 16i thoi

Vi du: This kind of skirt will never go
out of fashion

4. top off something: hoan thién cai
gi

Vi du: an elegant blazer would top off
this outfit

5. grin from ear to ear: trong cuc ki vui
vé, hanh phuc

grin /grin/ ear /iar/

Vi du: Her parents grinned from ear to
ear when seeing their daughter in the
wedding dress.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. How do people usually help each other?

People can give each other a helping hand in two ways,
including emotional and material support. The former kind
of help usually comes in handy™ when someone is in trouble
and turns to friends or family members for some sound
advice. Sometimes, it is simply a pat on the back® that can
emotionally help a person overcome obstacles in life. While
emotional support can come from anyone whether they are
close to the person asking for help or not, material support,
such as a loan, is something only best friends and family
members like our parents can give. This is simply because,
when it comes to money, people need trust more than just
kindness to help someone out.

2. How is online help different from real-life help?

The key difference here is probably how it can actually
affect people’ lives. Online support is not a patch on®
offline help because it can have a more profound impact on
our lives. For example, today, young people prefer making
friends on online platforms such as Facebook or Instagram.
Yet, when they go through a hard time and need help from
others, compared to those messages checking on them, it
would be more helpful to have a friend come over and give
them what they need. This is simply because actions speak
louder than words®.

Mcome in handy: trd nén co ich

Vi du: A flashlight may come in handy when
there is a blackout.

@a pat on the back: sy khen nggi

Vi du: The teacher gave her student a pat on
the back as he bravely saved his friend from
choking.

®not be a patch on something: khong t6t,
khong sanh bang cai gi

Vi du: Many people argue that a Samsung phone
is not a patch on an Iphone.

@actions speak louder than words: hanh dong
c6 y nghia hon 16i néi

actions /'zk.fons/, louder /lavdar/, words
/ws:dz/, speak /spik/

Vi du: Don't fall for his sweet words. Remember
that actions speak louder than words.

3. Should schools be responsible for teaching students how to cooperate?

| think they should because other than schools, | can't think
of any other place that can provide children with appropriate
support to learn to become a team player. At school, when
children work together in small groups, they can turn their
strengths to good account® by sharing knowledge and
experience with teammates, and at the same time, they get
to improve their weaknesses when learning from others.
Schools can incorporate more group or pair activities into
their curriculum so that not only can students enrich their
knowledge but also develop their interpersonal skills®
when learning at school.
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Glinterpersonal skills /,m.ta'pa:.san.al/ /skilz/:
ky nang xa hoi

Vi du: Young people today lack a lot of
interpersonal skills, thus not being able to
succeed in this competitive world.

®) turn something to good account: sirdung cai
gi d€ dem lai lgi ich

turn /tz<n/ good /gud/ account /s'kaunt/

Vi du: He turned his negotiating skills to good
account in this afternoon’s meeting.
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4. What are the differences between help from friends and help from family?

More often than not, there are strings attached™ when you
get help from a friend whereas it is not the case in a family.
This means that, when you ask for a favor from your friend, Sl Vles G Sa5E (EV6RS GO Wil Ciee
you are bound to return it one way or another, but family attached, which means you have to return the
members never ask you to help them back just because you favor in some way.

(Mstrings attached /strmz/ /o'tetft/: su rang
budc

owe them something. This is especially true when it comes ® blood is thicker than water mot giot mau
to parents. They are always willing to give their children dao hon ao nudce |3

whatever they need without expecting anything in return. blood /blad/, thicker /61ker/ water /'wa:.to-/

| guess that's why people say blood is thicker than water®. Vi du: Because blood is thicker than water,

parents care about their own children much
more than other poor kids that they may run into.
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A person

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe someone who is older than you that you admire
You should say:

+  Who this person is

+  How you knew this person

« What kinds of things you like to do together

+ And explain how you feel about this person

Answer

Well, the first person that popped into my mind® is my grandmother.
Despite beingin her seventies, she hasn't shown any sign of dementia
yet. Throughout my life, she has always been a major influence on
me. Not only is she a good listener® who | can confide in®, but also
my biggest support system as whenever | am in trouble, | turn to her
for help and she would give me a lot of pep talks® and sound advice.
| look up to her because she is the most self-sacrificing woman |
have ever known. She has devoted her entire life to bringing up her
kids without a husband. There have been a lot of ups and downs
during her lifetime, but never does she give up on her children. My
dad once told me that after his father- my grandfather- ran off with
some strange woman®, she shouldered the financial burden on her
own without any complaints. Apart from her day job as a teacher, she
managed to run a side hustle® business at night which was selling
street food. That was how she made ends meet™ and paid for her
children’s college education expenses. She sets a good example for
her children and grandkids and now, even when she has retired from
work, she still gives back to the community by doing charity.
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1. pop into one’s mind: chgt nghi dén
pop /pop/ mind /maind/

Vi du: When you say “bread and butter”,
BTS is the name that popped into my
mind.

2. a good listener: nguoi biét lang
nghe

good /gud/ listener /'lis.an/

Vi du: My best friend is such a good
listener that she can hear my stories
all day long without any complaint.

3. confide in somebody: tam su véi ai
Vi du: Sometimes, when we go through
a hard time, we need to find someone
to confide in.

4. pep talks: nhimg |i n6i ¢6 vi tinh
than

pep /pep/ talks /to:ks/

Vi du: I really need some pep talks to
motivate me right now.

5. run off with somebody: bo di, bd
trén vdi ai

Vi du: As her parents were not pleased
with her boyfriend, she ran off with him
and got married secretly.

6. run a side-hustle: lam nghé tay trai
run /ran/ side-hustle /'said has.al/
Vi du: Apart from working as a teacher
in the day, | also run a side hustle which
is selling bubble tea at night.

7. make ends meet: trang trai cudc
song

ends /endz / meet /mi:t/

Vi du: She worked 3 jobs at the same
time to make ends meet.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What can young and old people learn from each other?

Older adults can be great role models for children and teach
them right from wrong. Without enough life experience, it's
hard for them to see things in black and white, so it will do
them good®™ to learn from a man of the world®. Meanwhile,
older adults can also benefit from their interactions with the
youth. They too can learn new skills, like technology, and
often feel rejuvenated and energized after spending time
with young ones.

Mdo somebody good: gitip ich, cé Igi cho ai
Vidu: It will do children good if they learn english
from a young age.

@ a man of the world (idiom): nguoi cé nhiéu
kinh nghiém trong cugc séng

man /maen/ world /ws:ld/

Vi du: My father is a man of the world as he has
overcome many challenges in his life.

2. Has old people’s quality of life improved when compared to the past?

Thanks to advancements in technology, our quality of life
has improved by leaps and bounds® for the past few years.
It's obvious that there has been a step forward® in the way
we communicate as today, people can make use of modern
gadgets such as smartphones or tablets for interaction. For
example, while in the past, it took people a lot of time to
exchange information by post, today, an email can be sent
and received in the blink of an eye®.

®by leaps and bounds (idiom): rat nhanh
chéng

leap /li:p/, bounds /baundz/

Vi du: My speaking skill has improved by
leaps and bounds since | took a course at ZIM
Academy

“ a step forward: sutién bg, cai thién

step /step/ forward /'fo:rwa-d/

Vi du: It's such a step forward that | could watch
movies without looking at the subtitles now.
®in the blink of an eye (idiom): trong nhay mat,
nhanh chéng

blink /blink/ eye /ai/

Vi du: My little niece finished a bucket of KFC
chicken in the blink of an eye.

3. Why is there a generation gap between the young and the old?

Generation gaps are simply caused by age and the situation
of the world at the time one generation has grown up. When
the older generation moves into a new era, it's usually
hard for them to adjust themselves to new surroundings
and environments or to get along with the youth at that
time. For example, in Viet Nam, many old seniors are too
conservative® to accept the fact that children today are
allowed to speak their mind® even if it is against their
parents’ opinion.
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®conservative /kon'sz.ve.tiv/ (a): bao thu

Vi du: Old people tend to be more conservative
about anything new.

(Mgpeak one's mind: nai lén y kién cta ban than
Vi du: You are such a coward that you never
spoke your mind. Instead, you just went along
with other people.
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4. What do old people usually do in their daily life?

In most cases, old people are retirees but while they have
all the time in the world®, there are not many activities for
them to do. As | see it, they often stay at home, take care of time /tatm/ world /w1d/
their grandchildren to kill time. Moreover, those who are still Vi du: Due to the pandemic and lockdowns,
in robust health may want to give back to the community  students have all the time in the world to relax
by participating in some voluntary work in their locality. For at home.
example, they can work at a soup kitchen® every day to give O®goup kitchen /'su:p kitfan/(n): bép &n tir
out free food to poor or sick people. thién
Vi du: On weekends, my mother and | go to a
soup kitchen to cook food for poor people.

@ have all the time in the world (idiom): co rat
nhiéu thoi gian ranh
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A quiet place

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a quiet place you like to spend your time in
You should say:

+ Whereitis

*  How you knew it

+ How often you go there

+  What you do there

+ And explain why you like the place

Answer

As | am a senior now, | am always snowed under with® my workload
piling up day after day. From time to time, when | feel dead on my
feet?, | will go to this coffee shop which is my favorite hideaway to
blow off some steam® and recharge my batteries. It is tucked away
inside a small alley so not many people know about this place, which
actually makes it my favorite. Unlike other places which are always
jam-packed®, this cafe is so deserted that sometimes | wonder how
they can maintain their business.

The reason why this coffeehouse is right up my alley is because of its
quietness. | can immerse myself in reading a gripping novel without
any noisy distractions and | wouldn't worry about embarrassing
myself if | express my emotion too much. | mean, | get into the habit
of bursting out laughing or crying when reading, so there would be
no one around to laugh at me. There have been several times when
| spent the whole day there, just reading or binge-watching movies®
on my laptop. This place makes me feel even more comfortable than
at my own house. Besides, | really love their drinks. There is a variety
of beverages from coffee, smoothies to fruit juice to name a few, and
as | have a sweet tooth, | can't help myself from trying all of their
delicious cakes.
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1. be snowed under with (idiom): qua
ban ron véi viéc gi

Vi du: As a senior, | am always snowed
under with my workload piling up day
after day.

2. be dead on one’s feet (idiom): cuc
ki mét moi.

dead /ded/ feet /fi:t/

Vidu: when | feel dead on my feet, | will
listen to some upbeat music.

3. blow off some steam: thu gian
blow /blou/ steam /stim/

Vi du: My dad often plays tennis to
blow off some steam

4. jam-packed /dzem'pekt/: cuc ki
dong duc

Vi du: On holiday, the mall is jam-
packed.

5. binge-watch movies: cay phim
binge-watch /'bindz wot[/ movies /
‘mu-viz/

Vi du: On weekends, my friends and |
would binge-watch movies all day.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Is it hard to find quiet places in cities?

| am afraid it would be impossible. In big cities, noise
pollution has become more and more serious because
of the increasing number of vehicles on the street and
various entertainment activities such as karaoke. That's
why citizens sometimes take a few days off work and travel
somewhere more secluded™ to steer clear of the urban
noise. As tourist spots are also jam-packed, most people
would choose somewhere off the beaten track® or simply
visit the countryside.

2. Why is it quieter in the countryside?

It's mainly because there is less traffic and fewer
entertainment facilities in rural areas. Rural people often
travel by foot because the town is usually small and
every place is within walking distance®. Of course, many
still prefer commuting to work by their motorbike, but the
countryside is less populous so the traffic noise is not that
concerning. Plus, it's rare to see a nightclub or a bar in such
areas, and that's why people can enjoy a quiet and peaceful
environment.

3. Why do people go to quiet places?

As | see it, people tend to avoid noisy places when they need
to fully focus on their work because noise is distracting and
can reduce their work productivity. Another case is when
people can no longer stand being bombarded with loud
noises around them®. This damages not only their hearing
but also their mental health. It really gets on people’ nerves®
when they constantly hear things, especially background
noise such as a phone ringing and notifications.
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Msecluded /sr'klu:.did/ (a): vang vé

Vi du: It's better to visit somewhere secluded
so that we don't have to be packed with other
tourists.

@off the beaten track (a): it ai biét dén

beaten /'bi:.ton/, track /trek/

Vi du: The farmhouse we visited was truly off
the beaten track. Only a few people live in the
surrounding area.

®within walking distance (a): rat gan

within /wr'din/, walking /'workiy/, distance /
‘dis.tans/

Vi du: | walk to school every day because it is
within walking distance.

@ bombard somebody with something: tan
cbng ai véi cdi gi (theo nghia bong)

bombard /bom'ba:d/

Vi du: We are constantly bombarded with ads
every time we surf the web.

® get on one's nerves (idiom): khién ai khé
chiu, buc minh

nerve /n3:v/

Vi du: It gets on my nerves whenever | have to
babysit a child.
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4. Compared with young people, do old people prefer to live in quiet places?

It's definitely so. | guess since old people have lived much
longer than the youth, they must have had their fair share of
daily noises®, so it makes more sense why they appreciate
the quietness more than the young generation. Plus, as
people age, their ears and brain become more sensitive to

@ have one’s fair share of something: da chiu
dung qua du céi gi

fair /fear/ share /fer/

Vi du: | had my fair share of tragedies in my life

® wear and tear (n): su hao mon khi st dung

sound, and years of wear and tear® start to chip away at® moét thi gian
their ability to hear clearly. That's why living in quiet places wear /wear/, tear /teor/
is also a way for old people to protect their hearing. Vi du: Poor quality products wouldn't last for

long with normal wear and tear.

®chip away at: |am cho céi gi trd nén yéu di

Vi du: Public criticisms really chipped away at
her confidence.
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A company

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a company where you work that employs a lot of people
You should say:

+  What it does

+ How many people it employs

+  What kind of people work there

+  How you feel about it

Answer

For the past few years, thanks to government support, the number
of businesses has mushroomed in my city. Yet, only some of them
can thrive and turn into a roaring success. Today, | will talk about
a large-scale insurance company that has provided numerous job
opportunities for local people. Established in 2000, the business
has expanded a great deal and opened many branches all over the
country, but the headquartersis still located in my city. This company
recruits people on their merits® so no applicant can leverage their
social networks® to get a job there. That makes the company a
worthwhile place to work and to devote to. Another reason why local
people are striving to be recruited there is because of their flexible
schedules. Like most other large insurance companies, this one also
offers 24-hour call center service, which allows employees to have
flexible schedules. Employees can request to work a shift that is
preferable to them. Plus, some customer-based roles are more likely
to work from home since they only require a phone and computer to
complete their work. Therefore, employees can save money spent
on gas, have more control over their work schedule and an improved
work-life balance. Although the number of staff is staggering, people
seem to get on well and always give others a hand when they are in
need. My sister is also working there so she often raves about the
company®,
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1. a roaring success (n): thanh cong
vang doi

roaring /'row.rin/, success /sak'ses/
Vi du: It's such a roaring success
that we were finally able to develop
vaccines against coronavirus.

2. on one's merits: dua vao nang luc
clia mot nguoi

Vi du: The recruiters only consider
applicant on their merits.

3. rave about something /retv/: khen
nggi

Vi du: She can't stop raving about her
newly bought Iphone.

4. leverage something /li:verids/:
tan dung cai von c6 dé dem lai lgi ich
Vi du: You can easily find a job by
leveraging your network of friends.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Should big companies be punished more seriously if they break the law?

| don't think that's a good idea. We are living in an egalitarian
society®, so everyone should be treated in the same way as
others, especially when it comes to laws. if we enact laws
that penalize big corporations more seriously, they would
just find a way to commit unlawful acts in the name of a
smaller company®. As a result, new legislation only costs
more time and money but doesn't help deter whether big or
small businesses from breaking the law.

2. Should big companies donate more to charities?

| think they should because they have huge human
and financial resources that can truly make a world of
difference® to the lives of impoverished® people. Every
year, they can generate billion-dollar revenue so giving a little
of it back to the community would not dip much into their
profits. Yet, such a donation could help a large number of
people in need. For example, during the covid-19 pandemic,
some major corporations in VietNam such as Dai nam Corp
have contributed to buying and providing oxygen tanks for
numerous patients, which really saved a lot of lives.

Man egalitarian society: xa hoi binh dang, moi
ngudi cé quyén va co hoi giong nhau
egalitarian /1,gal.r'tea.ri.on/ society /so'sara.ti/
Vi du: In an egalitarian society, everyone is
treated equally.

@in the name of somebody/something: dudi
danh nghia cua ai/cai gi

Vi du: The daughter donated all of her
money in the name of her mother as a way to
commemorate her.

®make a world of difference (idiom): cé anh
hudng, tac dong Idn, cai thién

world /w3:1d/ difference /'dif.or.ans/

Vi du: Just simply planting some trees at home
can make a world of difference to our air quality.
@impoverished /im'pov.arift/(a): nghéo nan

Vi du: That billionaire actually come from an
impoverished family.

3. What are the good things about working for a big company?

One of the greatest perks of working for a corporation is career development and opportunities.Thanks to
the breadth of roles available in large corporations, employees are more likely to make sideways moves and
try different roles, as well as having more opportunity for promotion thanks to the volume of roles. Another
advantage is stability. While any company can find themselves on the wrong side of the economy, large
companies tend to be stable. The odds are pretty good that employees won't be put out of work one morning.

4. What are the differences between big companies and small companies?

The first difference is that small companies often focus on
a niche market®, while larger companies tend to offer more
products and services to a wider variety of consumers. A
small company with only a few employees might be able to
make enough money to survive by selling a single product
or service in a very specific market. As companies grow,
they tend to branch out into new markets® to increase sales
and hire more employees. Another difference is salary.
People working for a big corporation can earn a lucrative
income and enjoy other perks such as private healthcare
and vacation plans

®niche market /'ni:[ ma:.kit/: thi trudng ngach
Vi du: The niche market of Vingroup’s electric
cars is Asian countries.

® branch out into something: bat dau chuyén
huéng sang lam gi khac

branch /brentf/

Vi du: This designer has recently branched out
into children’ wear.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a movie that you like
You should say:

+  When you watched it

*  Where you watched it

+  What it was about

+ And explain why you like it

Answer

When | saw this topic, the first movie that popped into my mind
was 2017 Beauty and the Beast which is actually the remake of the
original computer- animated film. I've always preferred something
sentimental, light-hearted™, yet meaningful and this movie was
right up my alley., I'm a big fan of Emma Watson and | remember |
was thrilled to bits with the news® that Emma was going to star as
Belle — the female lead of the film.

Speaking a little bit of the plot, the movie is about the true love
between a special girl with peerless beauty named Belle and a
hideous beast who used to be a handsome prince, but, you know,
because of his arrogance and vanity, he and all of the people in his
castle were punished by an enchantress who cast a very powerful
evil spell on him to turn him into a beast and the people in his castle
into living objects. She gives him an enchanted rose and she says
if he couldn’t learn to love a girl and earn her true love in return until
the last petal falls, he would never go back to the human form. It has
a happy ending, but there were so many heart-breaking scenes that
| cried my eyes out® in the cinema.
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1. light-hearted /lart'ha:.tid/(a): vui
tuoi, khéng cing thang

Vi du: Doraemon is a light-hearted
cartoon series for children.

2. be thrilled to bits with something:
cuc ki vui mimg, hai long

thrilled /6ri1ld/, bit /bit/

Vi du: My parents were thrilled to bits
with my excellent results at the end of
the school year.

3. cry one’s eyes out: khoc nirc n&
cry /krai/ , eye /ai/

Vi du: My little sister cried her eyes out
when her puppy died.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Are films a waste of money?

Generally speaking, movies are not a money-waster®
because they are a great stress-buster®. Our lives are
becoming more and more hectic and everyone tends to
bury themselves in work until® they're burned out and
that's when movies come in handy. They can kick back® on
a Sunday afternoon after a long week and pop on an Adam
Sandler movie - or any other kind of film for that matter.
Plus, movies can help people learn different languages
effectively as they are exposed to how a foreign language is
actually used in daily conversations.

2. Are movie stars important to a movie?

| think it depends on the movie genre. To many, saying that
it's a romantic comedy or a psychological horror movie will
be appealing enough. But some films cannot rely simply on
their genre classification- even those within well-defined
genres need to stand out. This is where star power comes
in. A famous cast would build the public hype, attracting
moviegoers® to check out the new movie.

3. Are foreign movies popular in Vietham?

As | see it, most Viethamese moviegoers have a soft spot
for imported films®. | guess this is simply because these
films have a compelling plot and innovative ideas that tickle
people’s fancy. By contrast, Vietnamese script writers seem
to have run out of ideas so the audience are now fed up with
their movies.

4. Is it important that a country has its own movies?

Mmoney-waster (n): sulang phi tién bac
money /'man.i/ waster /'welrstar/

Vi du: Movies are not a money-waster because
they are a great stress-buster.

@gtress-buster /'stres bas.ter/(n) cach giai
stress

Vi du: Music is a great stress-buster

@ bury oneself in something: chon vui ban than
vao viéc gi

bury /'beri/

Vi du: A workaholic is someone who enjoys
burying himself in work.

@kick back: ngtrng lam viéc va thu gian

kick /kik/

Vi du: At the weekend, | pop some popcorn, put
on a movie and kick back.

®moviegoer /'mu.vigav.ar/: ngudi di xem
phim tai rap

Vi du: As a moviegoer, | find it more interesting
watching movies at a theatre than at home.

®have a soft spot for something/someone:
dac biét thich cai gi/ai

soft /soft/, spot /spa:t/

Vi du: | have soft spot for adorable pink items
so | have a whole collection of pink accessories
at home.

Obviously, it is necessary for each country to produce their own movies because they are the reflection of its
own society. They can help citizens to better understand their lives, the lives of those around them and even
how their society and culture operate. Today, because of globalization, people tend to lean towards foreign
films, so if a country stops featuring its own lifestyles and cultures in movies, the so -called national identity
will be at stake.
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An art activity

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an art or craft activity (e.g. painting, woodwork, etc.) that you had (at school)

You should say:

+  What you made

*  How you made it

+  What it looked like

+ And how you felt about the activity

Answer

My mom always thinks | am the most ham-fisted® in the family
because whenever | tried some activities requiring manual
dexterity®, | became all thumbs® and failed her. But today, | would
tell you about the time when | took up a challenging handcraft
activity and became a master of it. It is called origami which is the
art of folding paper to create a particular object or animal.

It was all the rage® in my old school because to do this, you have
to be very dexterous, skillful and patient, all of which are not exactly
my strong suits though. | was caught up in all this hype so | asked
my desk mate to show me the ropes®. Although he was a boy and
not so bright in class, other classmates had nothing on him® when
it came to origami. Anyway, he showed me how to fold the easiest
figure — the crane. When | saw him fold the paper, it looked like a
piece of cake; he finished it in the blink of an eye. When it was my
turn to practice, | failed over and over again.l didn't know what | did
wrong. Even when he patiently showed me step by step one more
time, the result wasn’t much better. | started to give up on myself.
Luckily, when | was about to give up, my mom gave me a nudge®
to keep going with origami instead of giving up. After all, my hard
work paid off, | was able to master such a taxing art and | bought my
friend a book on origami to return the favor
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1. ham-fisted /hem'fis.tid/= ham-
handed / hazm'handid/(a): vung vé

Vi du: | am not interested in arts and
crafts because | am a ham-fisted
person.

2. manual dexterity: sir khéo tay
manual /'maen.ju.sl/, dexterity
/dek'ster.a.ti/

Vi du: I don't have any manual dexterity
so | can't take up any craft

3. thumbs /6amz/

all thumbs: dién ta tinh huéng cu thé
khi ai d6 d6t ng6t trd nén vung vé

Vi du: | couldn’t cook today because
whenever | was anywhere near the
kitchen, | became all thumbs.

4. rage /reidz/

be all the rage: rat pho bién

Vi du: Jazz was all the rage in our
parents’ age.

5. show somebody the ropes: chi dan
ai cach lam viéc gi

ropes /raups/

Vi du: As a newbie in the company,
lasked some seniors to show me the
ropes.

6. have nothing on somebody: khong
sanh bang ai

Vi du: My sister is pretty good at
cooking, but she has nothing on my
mother. She is trully a professional
chef.

7. nudge /nadz/

give somebody a nudge: khich Ié ai
d6 moét cach nhe nhang

Vi du: Her words gave me the nudge i
needed to try harder.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What traditional handcrafts are popular in Vietham?

There are various handicraft villages in Viet Nam, but the
most popular one must be Bat Trang which is a traditional
porcelain® and pottery® village in the outskirts of Ha
Noi. Nowadays, artisans® combine traditional methods
and modern techniques to create more special products
and increase their quality, thus attracting both local and
foreign tourists. Another kind of Vietnamese handicrafts®
is conical hats which are best-selling souvenirs at tourist
spots. In Viet Nam, Hue is home to many conical hat making
villages which have formed and developed for hundreds of
years and nowadays still remain their traditional craft.

2. What do young people think of traditional handcrafts?

Mporcelain /'poz.sal.in/ (n): st

@pottery /'pot.ari/ (n): gém

Vi du: Bat Trang is a traditional porcelain and
pottery village in the outskirts of Ha Noi.
®artisan /'a.tr.zen/ = craftsman /'’kra:fts.man/
(n): nghé nhan

Vi du: The number of artisans in many villages is
decreasing because they couldn’t earn enough
money to support their life.

@handicraft /heen.dikra:ft/ (n): d6 thd cong,
nghé thu cong

Vi du: | have a soft spot for handicrafts such as
conical hats.

| guess the young generation do not appreciate arts and crafts simply because today, mass production is more
popular among young people than handcrafted items. Therefore, they are not aware of how much time and
effort craftsmen put into the production of goods. Although when travelling, they seem to be interested in the
local handmade products, they don't seriously think about learning to preserve such traditional handcrafts.

3. Do people in your country send handcrafts as gifts?

It's hard to tell because | can't speak for everyone, but
for the most part, | don't think people send gifts by post
anymore. Some may give their friends or loved ones a
handcrafted item in person rather than sending it. This is
simply because it would take a person days or even weeks
to finish a handcraft so they may want to know if the
recipient truly loves it or not. | mean, our facial expressions
speak volumes®, so in case such a kind of gift is not to her
liking®, people can come up with something else next time.

®gpeak volumes: néu diéu gi dé speak
volumes, né thé hién mot y kién, nét dac trung
ma khéng can dung 1&i noi

Vi du: She said very little but her face spoke
volumes.

®to one’s liking: dung theo y thich cua ai
liking: /'lar.kiy/

Vi du: | am a seafood lover so this dish is totally
to my liking.

4. What are the benefits of making handcrafts?

Learning to make a handcraft helps people to cultivate some valuable qualities. First of all, people can
learn to become more patient because making handicrafts requires them to put in a lot of time and effort. |
guess that's why mose artisans seem very calm. Second of all, our manual dexterity can be improved when
practicing handicrafts. Ham-fisted people can take advantage of this to work on their clumsiness.
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Something interesting

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time you saw something interesting on social media
You should say:

*  When it was

*  Where you saw it

+  What you saw

+ And explain why you think it was interesting

Answer

Today, | am going to talk about a commercial that is engraved in
my mind® for conveying a meaningful message. Well there is this
life insurance advertisement that was circulated online a couple of
years ago. | came across this video when scrolling through Facebook
and the captivating headline which was “life is short” tickled my
fancy and lured me into clicking on the link to see more. The video
captured people’s attention and made some viewers shed a tear®
after watching it because it was very moving.

Well, the ad is about the journey of a man who is generous to a fault
and willing to help anyone he stumbles upon without expecting
anything in return. He spares some money to a mother and a child
who are beggars on the street, and helps a street vendor push her
cart on an uneven pavement. The most impressive deed is when
he donates all of his money left to a charity set up to help disabled
children.

He continuously does these acts of kindness and later on, his
benevolence pays off, he hits the jackpot® in a game and becomes
a millionaire, and buys health insurance for a whole poor village in
his hometown. That commercial was just meaningful because it
instilled hope into people and encouraged them to look on the bright
side. Despite the cruelty in this world, there are still big-hearted®
people who are willing to help others without asking for anything in
return.
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1. be engraved on one's mind: khac
sau vao tam tri ai

engraved /in'grerv/ , mind /maind/
Vi du: That memorable trip has been
engraved on her mind.

2. shed a tear: roi nugc mat

shed /fed/ tear /tear/

Vi du: She always sheds a tear when
watching Titanic.

3. hit the jackpot: gianh giai I6n nhat
trong mat cudc thi, ngoai ra (cum nay
con mang nghia ai d6 may man khi
thanh céng hay kiém dugc khoan tién
I6n)

hit /hit/ jackpot /'dzek.pot/

Vi du: She was so in luck yesterday
that she hit the jackpot and became a
millionaire overnight.

4. big-hearted /big'ha:tid/ (a): tot
bung, rong lugng

Vi du: My grandmother is a big-hearted
person as she always gives other a
hand when they turn to her for help.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. Why do people like to use social media?

There are two main reasons for our use of online platforms.
Firstly, people are afraid of falling behind so they tend to
keep abreast of the world around them via social networks
such as Facebook. This allows them to discuss any topics
with their friends instead of being left out in a conversation
either online or offline. Another reason is for entertainment
purposes. Internet users are actually spoiled for choice®
when it comes to entertainment. They can either watch
various types of videos on facebook or even make their own
ones on social media platforms like tiktok.

2. What kinds of things are popular on social media?

There are two main kinds of content that can quickly
go viral on online platforms. The first one is scandals of
celebrities because curiosity is the nature of people. While
most people admire the glamorous lives of famous people,
they are also hardwired to dig deep® into a star's personal
life and find faults. The next thing that can easily reach out
to the public is augmented reality which has been applied
on many social platforms such as Instagram.

(M keep abreast of something: cap nhat tin tuc
vé viéc gi

abreast /a'brest/

Vidu: Old people can read newspapers online to
keep abreast of the world news.

@be spoilt for choice: c6 nhiéu su lua chon
spoilt /spoilt/ choice /t[o1s/

Vi du: When shopping online, you will be spoilt
for choice and take hours to decide what to buy.

® be hardwired to do something: lam viéc gi
mot cach tu déng, nhu ban nang

hardwired /ha:d'warad/

Vi du: Humans are hardwired to love fattening
foods.

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using social media?

One of the grave concerns when using online platforms is
hacking. Personal data and privacy can easily be hacked
and shared on the Internet, which can result in financial
and personal losses. Another problem is cyberbullying.
Since anyone can create a fake account and do anything
without being traced, it has become quite easy to bully
on the Internet. Yet, we should still look on the bright
side® and give social media some credit for bettering our
lives. The greatest advantage must be developments in
communication. Today, people from anywhere can connect
with anyone, regardless of the location and religion.

@ look on the bright side (idiom): nhin vao mat
tich cuc

bright /brart/ , side /said/

Vidu: Although life can be full of challenges and
failure, we should look on the bright side to keep

going.

4. What do you think of making friends on social networks?

| think people should be more prudent to make friends online. Admittedly, it is easier for people to widen
their social circle on the internet simply because they can connect with people from all walks of life all over
the world. Of course, there is still a language barrier, but google translation can give us a helping hand. Yet,
the main problem is that their real life friendships can be put at stake. People can lose themselves in online
interaction and end up abandoning their real-life friends. But, when problems arise, people can rarely rely on
their virtual relationships to help them out.
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Buying something from a street market

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time you bought something from a street (or outdoor) market

You should say:

*  When it was

*  Where you saw it

+  What you saw

+ And explain why you think it was interesting

Answer

When | saw this topic, the object that popped into my mind was a
bracelet | bought for my best friend last year. When her birthday was
just around the corner®, | panicked because | had no idea what to
give her. It was such a coincidence that one week before her birthday,
| went on a trip to Bangkok and decided to buy her a souvenir as a
birthday present.

The night before | headed back to Vietnam, | visited the night market
located right at the heart of Bangkok city. | was taken aback by
the sight of such a bustling market, and everyone seemed to be
packed like sardines. After browsing through various stalls, an arty-
crafty gift shop caught my eye® so | went inside to see if there was
anything for my best friend .The moment | walked into the shop, |
had my eye on a pair® of adjustable bracelets. They are made from
vibrant embroidery threads with some brightly coloured beads. They
looked feminine and chic, which is definitely to my friend's liking so |
purchased them. | gave them to her on her birthday and she seemed
to be thrilled to bits® with my gift. She said that she tried tying a
sliding knot friendship bracelet for me before but somehow she
became all thumbs and finally gave up, so she appreciated my gift a
great deal. It’s like | could read her mind.
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1. around the corner: sép t6i, sap dién
ra

corner 'ko:.nar/

Vi du: When Tet is around the corner,
everyone will be busy with cleaning
and decorating their houses.

2. catch one’s eye: thu hut swrchu y
catch /kat[/, eye /ai/

Vi du: That red sparkling dress caught
my eyes immediately after | walked
into the store.

3. have one’s eye on something: dé
mat toi, muén co cai gi

eye /ai/

Vi du: | have had my eye on the new
Iphone 13 but have had money to buy
it yet.

4. be thrilled to bits: curc ki hai long
thrilled /6rild/ bits /bits/

Vi du: My parents were thrilled to bits
with my excellent results at the end of
the school year.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What kinds of markets are there in Vietham?

Personally, street markets are the first kind that pop into my
mind. It's easy to catch sight of this market everywhere in
Viet Nam. People can find a wide range of products there
from fresh ingredients to ready made food. The great thing
about this kind of market is that you can haggle with the
sellers for the best price. The next one is flea markets which
are less popular probably because Vietnamese people tend
to hand down® old items to family members rather than sell
them.

Mcatch sight of: bat gap

catch /ket[/, sight/sait/

Vi du: It's easy to catch sight of a street market
in Viet Nam.

@haggle/bargain with somebody: tra gia vdi ai
haggle /'hag.s1/, bargain /ba:.gm/

Vi du: It's impossible to haggle when shopping
in a supermarket.

@ hand something down: truyén lai do gi cho

ngudi trong nha

hand /haend/

Vi du: My great grandparents handed down
some old books to my grandparents and those
have been the heirlooms in our family.

2. Do you think small markets will disappear in the future?

| don't think so, at least not in Viet Nam. Today, every place
in our country is getting more and more populous, and the
more crowded a place is the more small markets exist,
which is to cater for the increasing need for food and daily
groceries in that area. Moreover, Viethamese people seem
to prefer small markets simply because they hate being
packed like sardines® when shopping at bigger markets
or even supermarkets, especially during some national
holidays.

@ be packed like sardines: phai chen chtc,nhoi
nhét vi qua dong ngudi

packed /pzkt/ sardines /sa:'diin/

Vi du: It's uncomfortable to be packed like
sardines in a bus.

3. Have people's shopping habits changed in recent years?

We can definitely see some changes in the way people shop for the past few years. The most palpable one is
how they make a decision for purchase. Before social media, people only bought items that got good reviews
from their acquaintances or friends. Yet, today, everyone is so influenced by social media that they are more
likely to buy products endorsed by a celebrity than those that their friends rave about. In addition, customers
are also becoming more eco-friendly so some of them may boycott products made of non-degradable
materials and support green items.

4. What are the differences between shopping in street markets and big shopping malls?

Street markets differ from big shopping malls in the price of products. While every item in a shopping mall is
sold at a fixed price, the price of those in a market can be negotiated, meaning that shoppers can bargain with
sellers to get a good discount. Another difference is that while a shopping center has other entertainment
facilities such as cinemas or interactive kids zones, there is no such thing in a market. Therefore, a shopping
center seems to be a better choice to shop with the whole family.
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Trying to do something

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a time when you tried to do something but was not very successful

You should say:

*  When it was

+  What you tried

+  Why it was not very successful
+ And how you felt about it

Answer

Today, | am gonna talk about the time when | decided to stop living
off my parents®™ and learned to stand on my own feet®?. Yet, things
don't always go as planned because no matter how much | tried, |
still couldn’t survive on my own. | kept getting stabbed in the back
at work and finally was fired over and over again. After all, | threw in
the towel® and crawled back to my parents.

When | first moved to HCM city, | was down on my luck® for 2 weeks
straight, but | kept looking on the bright side® and leveraged my
networks to get myself a job. Although | was able to work as a real
estate agent for a couple of months, it did not last for long. Some
of my colleagues were jealous of me because | have a knack for
selling houses, so they tricked me into disclosing some confidential
information of the company and got me fired. | couldn’t believe that
| hung around with such backstabbers. | completely lost faith in
people and decided to go back to my hometown. The main reason
why | was so resolved to leave at first is because some of my friends
say that life is full of ups and downs and everyone is supposed to
learn to overcome obstacles in life, not to be over reliant on their
parents. | actually bought that, but | guess everyone has a different
path and we don't need to follow the crowd®.
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1. live off somebody: séng dua dam
vao ai

Vi du: Some people live off their
parents until they get married.

2. stand on one's own feet (idiom): tu
lap

stand /steend/ own /aun/, feet

/fit/

Vi du: It's necessary to learn to stand
on your own feet instead of relying on
your parents.

3. throw in the towel (idiom): d3u
hang, bo cuéc

throw/6rau/, towel /tavsl/

Vi du: Determined people don’t throw
in the towel easily.

4. down on one's luck: gap xui xéo
luck /lak/

Vi du: I've been down on my luck lately
as | lost my wallet, my money and even
had a car accident.

5. look on the bright side (idiom):
nhin vao mat tich cuc

bright /brait/, side /said/

Vi du: Life is full of ups and downs so
we need to learn to look on the bright
side.

6. follow the crowd (idiom): di theo s6
déng, lam diéu ma da phan moi nguoi
lam

follow /'fol.au/, crowd /krauvd/

Vi du: We don’t have to follow the
crowd to be successful. We should
pursue our own passion.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What's your definition of success?

Since lam always a happy camper®, my definition of success
is pretty simple. Whether it lives up to my expectations® or
not, | still take pride in the result of my work as long as | do
my best. This is because what I revel in is not the final result
but the whole process itself, which means how much I try
to learn to overcome my laziness and muster up all my will
power® to get the job done. As | see it, many people can
easily give into temptation or challenges™®, so for me, being
able to make it till the end is already a success.

2. What things do children try to succeed in?

| am not sure how the situation is in other countries but
in Viet Nam, most children are under huge pressure to
perform successfully at school. This is simply because
most Viethamese parents equate good academic results
with future success®, so they keep pushing their kids to
learn more and more. That's why kids strive to achieve high
scores at school in order to measure up to their parents’
expectations. Another thing that some kids may also try to
excel in is making friends®. Of course, this is not a problem
for every kid but only to some who are shy. These children
find it hard to strike up a conversation or just make small
talk, so they may go out of their way to widen their social
circle.

Mhappy camper /hzp.i 'kem.pa-/ : nguoi hai
lbng vdi tinh hudng, hoan canh cta minh
Vi'du: I just found out about the pay cut and | am
not a happy camper.

@ Jive up to one's expectations: dat dung ky
vong cUa ai

expectations / ek.spek'ter.fonz/

Vi du: It's not easy to live up to our parent’s
expectations.

® muster up will power/courage: gom hét y chi,
suwcan dam

muster /'mas.tor/, will /wil/, power /pauver/,
courage /'k3-.1d3/

Vi du: My best friend finally mustered up the
courage to quit her boring job.

@give into something: dau hang, bd cudc trudc
viéc gi

Vi du: Successful people don’t give into
challenges..

®equate something with something: danh
dong viéc gi vai viéc gi

equate /r'kwert/

Vi du: Most people equate money with
happiness.

® excel in something: cuc ki gidi viéc gi

excel /1k'sel/

Vi du: My mother excels in cooking. In fact, she
once considered becoming a professional chef.

3. Which do you think is more important for people to become successful? Hard work or opportunities?

| think hard work is instrumental in making our way in this world. As far as i am concerned, opportunities exist
everyday in our lives and while most people can recognize this, only a few of them can turn a chance into a
success. The key difference here is how much time and effort they are willing to spend on their opportunity.
It's always easier said than done, so many people give into temptation or challenges too soon before their
hard work pays off, thus not being able to succeed. Even the child prodigies became world-class experts in
their fields, only after working at it for a long time.
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4. Do you think people will be happy if they don't have any goals to achieve?

Yes, there are still people, especially idle ones, who are
thrilled to not set goals in their lives simply because it's hard
for them to overcome their own laziness. It's not likely that
they can put enough time and effort into achieving a goal,
so having an unfinished one is even more frustrating than
not having it at all. Yet, the majority of our society seems to
revel in having® and working towards a goal. Not knowing
what to do next in life or at work can bore these people silly
and demotivate them a lot.

(M revel in something: vui suéng vi viéc gi

revel /'rev.sl/

Vi du: The company revelled in their success in
winning the contract.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a singer you like

You should say:

*  Who he/sheis

+  What his/her personality is like

+  What kind of style his/her music belongs to
+ And explain why you like him/her

Answer

Today I'm going to talk about my favorite idol — Taylor Swift. Her
name may ring a bell” with you as she is deemed a global icon
only after Micheal Jackson. She is internationally renowned for her
catchy® songs as well as her peerless beauty. Rather than just a
globally acclaimed singer, she is also famed for being a generous
philanthropist who donated large sums of money to many global
charities.

What takes me by surprise most about her is that whenever she
appears in public, she always seems good-humoured®, which
speaks volumes about her sense of optimism in life. Unlike other
celebrities who tend to be quite arrogant and unapproachable,
Taylor is regarded as affable and humble. In fact, it is her cheerful
and sunny disposition that endears her to music fans of all ages,
especially teenagers. Whenever she gets in a tight® corner, she
always looks on the bright side and tries to figure out the best
solution to her problem. For example, one time, she was caught up
in a plagiarism scandal but she totally took it in her stride® instead
of making a scene® which most singers would do. One last thing
about her personal traits is that she is quite fun-loving. Whenever she
hangs out with her closest friends, she posts videos on instagram
in which she cracked a lot of jokes. Sometimes | wonder, how she
could always be full of beans like that.
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1. ring a bell (idiom): nghe quen thudc
ring /riy/, bell /bel/

Vi du: The title of this song rings a bell
to me. | must have heard it somewhere.
2. catchy /'ketf.i/ (a): nghe bat tai

Vi du: | am a huge fan of Taylor Swift
because of her catchy songs.

3. good-humoured /,gud'hjuz.mad/ (a)
c6 tam trang t6t

Vi du: Despite failing the test, Anne is
still good humoured today.

4. be in a tight corner: gap tinh hudng
khé khan

tight /tait/ corner /'ko.nar/

Vi du: Whenever he gets in a tight
corner, he turns to me for help.

5. take something in one’s stride:
diém tinh giai quyét van dé gi

stride /straid/

Vi du: Celebrities should learn to take
scandals into their strides.

6. make a scene: lam |6n chuyén, 6n
ao

scene /si:n/

Vi du: Celebrities should learn to take
scandals into their strides instead of
making a scene.

7. full of beans: tran day nang lugng
beans /bi:nz/

Vi du: She seems full of beans all
the time. it's good to hang out with
someone so optimistic and energetic.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What kind of music do people like at different ages?

| am afraid there is no specific answer to this question
because people seem to stick to the kind of music that
they first start listening to from a young age. Our musical
tastes begin to solidify as early as age 13 or 14, and studies
indicate that most of us stop exploring new music entirely
by the time we turn 33. That is to say, if a music genre was
all the rage®™ when we were in our early teens, it is likely to
remain quite popular among our age group throughout our
life. For example, a person who was born in the 70s would
be a huge fan of disco, whereas millennials would be into
pop or hip hop.

Mall the rage: timg rat ndi tiéng, pho bién

rage /reids/

Vi du: Jazz was all the rage during our parents’
age.

2. What kind of music is popular in Vietnam now and what kind will be in the future?

| am not a music buff® so it's hard to tell apart different
types of music. But, | often hear young people talking about
hard-hitting lyrics in a rap song and if my memory serves
me right, recently there has been a popular tv show called
Rap Viet, so | guess rap is all the rage in VietNam right now.
Personally, | don't find rap songs catchy at all so | hope that
in the coming years, more tuneful® types of music such as
pop and ballads would gain popularity again.

@buff /baf/(n): ngudi thich va am hiéu vé mot
[inh vuc nao dé

Vi du: | am a music buff so | am familiar with
many music types.

®tuneful /'tfun.fal/ (a): nghe dé chiju

Vi du: Tuneful songs can really help you to relax.

3. Do Vietnamese parents require their children to learn to play musical instruments?

| think some authoritarian parents do send their kids to
music classes or hire a private tutor to teach them how to
play the piano or violin, which is often against their will. |
am not well-versed in music® but | still know that having
a good grasp of such musical instruments takes a lot of
time and effort. Yet, children are already under a lot of
pressure at school, so it's better not to force them to take
up something they are not into. Because music is supposed
to cheer people up®, not to torture them, people should play
it passionately not reluctantly.
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@be well-versed in something / wel 'va:st/: am
hiéu vé viéc gi

Vi du: Shark tank is my favorite show because
the investors are so well-versed in business.
®cheer somebody up: khién ai vui vé |én

cheer /tfiar/

Vi du: The best way to cheer someone up is to let
them listen to music.
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4. Why do some people like to listen to live music while others prefer CDs?

Some people prefer to go to a concert because of the
exciting experience. During a live performance the music
unfolds in a unique and not predetermined way, potentially
increasing anticipation and feelings of involvement for the Vi du: Whenever | feel stressed out, | immerse
audience. Being in the same space as the musicians might mysé[fin reading books to relax.

also be exhilarating to most fans. Yet, there are still those  ® put one’s heart and soul into something: nd
who are more into recorded music on Cds. These people Iyc hét minh lam viéc gi

may not fancy being packed like sardines at a concert so heart /ha:t/, soul /savl/

they opt for a more comfortable way to immerse themselves Vidu: She put her heart and soul into a handmade
in music®. Plus, singers often put their heart and soul into  9ift for her boyfriend.

their recordings® to express their authentic emotions, so

it's easier for fans to relate to their feelings in a recorded

song.

® jmmerse oneself in something: dam minh
vao viéc gi
immerse /1'ma:s/
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A piece of equipment

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a piece of equipment that is important in your home
You should say:

+  How often you use it

+  With whom you use it

+ And explain why it is important

Answer

As | am a neat freak®™, | not only keep myself clean all the time but
also spruce my house up® on a daily basis to keep it in order. That's
why cleaning used to be a labor-intensive and time-consuming task
for me. But today, it's no longer a hassle to keep my clean because |
got myself a vacuum cleaner which really comes in handy when | do
my household chores. Since it was top of the line, | paid through the
nose for it®, but it was totally worth it.

When shopping for such a useful device online, | was spoilt for
choice. | spent nearly 2 hours narrowing the list down to 2 types
including upright vacuums and canister vacuums. | was in 2 minds®
about which to pick out because they all seem to have both pros
and cons. Luckily, a friend of mine gave me a review on her upright
vacuum and she said that it was definitely not a patch on the canister
type®. After hearing this, | made up my mind and ordered the latest
model of a canister vacuum online. It was quite user-friendly so |
took little time to get used to it.

It can also be equipped with a variety of tools such as crevice nozzle,
upholstery brush, and even mechanized brush to increase their
efficiency on carpets and rugs. These tools are usually conveniently
placed either on the canister, or directly on the wand. Honestly, |
couldn’'t imagine my life without this vacuum.
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1. neat freak: nguoi cuc ki thich sy
gon gang, sach sé

neat /ni:t/, freak /fri:k/

Vi du: As a neat freak, it annoys me
when my room is untidy.

2. spruce something up: don dep gon
gang

spruce /spru:s/

Vi du: As a neat freak, | spruce my
house up everyday.

3.pay through the nose for something:
phai tra rat nhiéu tién cho cai gi

nose /novz/

Vi du: | paid through the nose for the
new Iphone 13, but it's totally worth it.
4. be in two minds (idiom): luong Iy
minds /maindz/

Vi du: She was in two minds whether
to study abroad or go to university in
Viet Nam.

5. not a patch on something: khong
tét, khéng sanh bang cai gi

patch /paetf/

Vi du: Some people argue that a
Samsung phone is not a patch on an
Iphone.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. What kinds of machines are there in people's homes?

It depends on the family budget. But generally speaking,
most households can afford basic electric appliances such
as washing machines, refrigerators, and televisions to
name a few. These items make it more convenient and time-
saving to do household chores as well as provide the family
with home comfort. In addition, some well-to-do® families
can even splurge on some high tech products®, such as a
smart fridge which responds to voice commands, or even
build a home theatre system.

Msplurge on something: vung tién cho viéc gi
splurge /spls-dz/

Vi du: Slaves to fashion often splurge money on
new items to stay trendy.

@well-to-do(a) rich

Vi du: She comes from a well-to-do family but
she is a modest and humble friend.

2. What are the differences between the young and the old in their attitudes towards machines?

| guess the elderly are more likely to lose their temper and
patience when they use some cutting edge devices that
are not exactly user-friendly. it's harder for them to wrap
their mind around all the operation® and functions of the
machines and they think they are too old to learn so they
may shy away from such devices®. By contrast, when it
comes to a high tech gadget, no matter how complicated
it is to use, youngsters always become quick and patient
learners.

3. What kinds of professions require people to use machines?

Almost all kinds of work, either clerical or manual, are more
or less related to machines. Office workers may have to use
printers and scanners to deal with documents. Plus, they
constantly use computers or laptops to process data. Also
for those who work as waiters or waitresses, if they work
in a big restaurant or a coffeehouse, they are definitely no
stranger to a time clock or the automatic ordering system®.

4. Will many people's work be done by robots in the future?

®wrap one’'s mind around something: hiéu
dugc diéu gi thudng kho hiéu hoac la 1am
wrap /reep/ mind /maind/

Vi du: Students find it hard to wrap their mind
around sciences.

@shy away from something: né tranh diéu gi
shy /fai/

Vi du: Lazy workers shy away from demanding
tasks.

®be no stranger to something: quen thudc véi
viéc gi

stranger /'strein.dzar/

Vi du: As a florist, my sister is no stranger to lion
orchid which is a rare floral species.

| think automation is becoming a global trend and soon, many people will be put out of work. Physically
demanding jobs, such as loading and unloading in warehouses or building houses, may be completely
replaced by robots because of their higher productivity and cheaper operation costs. Not only labour-intensive
fields but intellectually demanding jobs may be performed completely by robots in the future. For example,
autonomous cars and self-flying planes will substitute for human drivers and pilots.
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A creative person

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a creative person whose work you admire

You should say:

+  Who he/sheis

+  How do you know him/her

+  What creative things he/she has done

+ And explain why you think he or she is creative

Answer

Well, there is a celebrity that I've been dying to meet in person,
who | personally believe is one of the most creative. Her name is
Taylor Swift - a worldwide renowned™ American artist. If | remember
correctly, | got to know her when | was browsing Youtube and came
across one of her most well-known songs - Red. | was immediately
hooked on® the catchy melody and genuinely impressed by how
gorgeous she looked in the music video. The more | get to know
about her, the more | understand that she has such a passion for
music and she is not only a great performer but also the composer®
behind every hit song of hers. She once shared that the inspiration
of her songs comes from her own experience and within herself
and her process of songwriting requires a combination of emotion,
creativity, and imagination. Her motto® is each artist should be
the creator of their own artwork and | think that is what makes her
original®, yet extraordinary®. She recently just re-recorded her old
albums and | believe it even takes more creativity and hours of hard
work to recreate old artworks, let alone™ those albums themselves
were megahits®. | guess her originality inspires me and many young
rising artists to stay creative.

This publication's user rights are given to
Ma& din hang: 004220428 | Phone: 0848846586 | Email: hoangmaichi2705@gmail.com

1. renowned /rr'naund/(adj): ndi tiéng
Vi du: Hercule Poirot is the most
renowned character in Agatha
Christie's detective novels.

2. hook on (phr.v): bj cuén hat bai

Vi du: | got hooked on the series after
watching the first episode.

3. motto /'ma:tou/(n): cham ngon
song

Vi du: Nowadays, a lot of local brands
in Vietnam print different mottos on
their products.

4. composer /kam'pou.za-/ (n): nha
soan nhac

Vi du: Jack Antonoff is the co-
composer for all of the songs in Taylor
Swift’s latest album.

5. original /a'r1d3.0n.01/ (a): ban géc
Vi du: Don't copy other essays, you
should try to come up with your own
original ideas.

6. extraordinary /ik'stro:r.den.eri/ (a):
phi thuong

Vi du: Although | hate her, | have to
admit that she has an extraordinary
talent for singing.

7. let alone: huéng chi la

Vi du: The beach is crowded every
weekend, let alone holiday seasons.

8. megahit (n): tdc pham am nhac
hoéac dién anh rat thanh céng

Vi du: Lady Gaga didn't expect her
song would become a megahit.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Do you think you are a creative person?

| don't, actually. | think I'm quite old-fashioned® and always
stick to@ the conventional ways of doing things. | also think
that | have no talent for anything art-related so | don't really
get to express my creativity much, which is also why | have
a great admiration® for people who can come up with new
things.

2. Is it good for children to learn art?

Totally. Art allows children to express themselves more
freely and stimulates® their creativity and imagination.
A balance between art and science subjects would help
children to become more well-rounded®. Even though not
all children are gifted in® art, | think they should have more
exposure® to it.

3. What kinds of jobs require people to be creative?

I'd say most jobs. Most people would say only artists need
to be creative without any hesitation, but | think every
career could benefit® from creativity. For example, creative
teachers could think of more ways to organize their class and
encourage students to learn, or business managers could
come up with® different ways to please their customers.
But obviously, painters, actors, directors, or anyone working
in art-related fields definitely need to be more creative.
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Mold-fashioned /,ould'f=f.and/ (adj): 16i thoi
Vidu: Her clothes are too old-fashioned, they are
like from the 80’s.

@stick to (phr.v): tuan theo

Vi du: Students should stick to the teacher’s
essay template to avoid any penalty.
®admiration /,22d.ma'rer.fon/ (n): swkham phuc
Vi du: My admiration for my mother grows every
day.

@stimulate /'stim.ja.lert/ (v): kich thich

Vi du: My company will set specific targets for
every employee as a method to stimulate their
working performance.

®well-rounded /wel 'ravn.did/ (adj): toan dién
Vi du: Many researches show that home-
educated children cannot receive a well-rounded
education.

®gifted in (phr.v): c6 nang khiéu

Vi du: Everyone said that my daughter is gifted in
learning foreign languages.

Mexposure /ik'spouv.32-/ (n): sy ti€p xuc

Vi du: Students need exposure to practical
experience.

®benefit /'ben.a.fit/ (v): co lgi, dugc hudng lgi
ich

Vi du: | have benefited greatly from my family
business.

©®come up with (phr.v): dua ra y kién, cach giai
quyét

Vi du: It is urgent for the government to come
up with a long-term plan to cope with this issue.
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4. Do you think leaders need to have creative ability?

It is not really necessary as there are other more important
skills like communication or leadership™. But it would be
an advantage? if leaders can be creative as they would
perceive things differently and that can help them to achieve
their goals faster and more efficiently, unlike those who like

(9]eadership /'li:.da-fip/ (n): kha nang lanh dao
Vi du: He couldn’t be promoted because of his
poor leadership skills.

(Madvantage /ad'veen.tidz/ (n): lgi ich

Vi du: The advantage of booking hotels in
to stay in their comfort zone and follow the same patterns. advance is that you get better prices.

But all in all, most employers don't consider this as the key
point when looking for a leader.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe a habit your friend has and you want to develop
You should say:

*  Who your friend is

*  What habit he/she has

+  When you noticed this habit

+ And explain why you want to develop this habit

Answer

| have this one close girlfriend, Jane, who is one of the healthiest
people I've ever met. | first met her 3 years ago when we were both
newbies® at university, and we surprisingly clicked® right away.
She was chubby and | believed that made her even more charming
besides her lively personality. It was during our third year that |
realized she had lost a significant amount of weight. | was surprised
to find out that she was taking yoga classes in the morning to lose
weight and improve her stamina®. | myself was never into any
kind of sport, not even gym, and that was probably why | had such
poor stamina and felt ill once in a while for no reason. Jane told
me that ever since she took up® yoga, not only did she get lean®
but she also found her inner peace, which made her less stressed. |
acknowledged those mental and physical changes that she'd made
and honestly, | wanted to be like her. | am always up to my ears®
with work, so taking up yoga would certainly do wonders™ for my
health and help me destress®.
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1. Newbie (n) /'njur.bi/: nguoi moi

Vi du: Newbies at our club will be
paired with a mentor.

2. Click (v) /klik/ : thich va hgp ai d6
trong lan dau gap

Vi du: My best friend and | just clicked
when we met on the first day at school.
3. Stamina (N) / 'steemina/: stc bén
Vi du: Doing exercise regularly can
improve one’s stamina.

4. Take up (phr.v) : bat dau théi quen
mgi

Vi du: Not many people take up sports
during their 50’s.

5. Get lean (phr.v) /get lin/: tr& nén
can doi hon

Vi du: A lot of people go to the gym to
get lean.

6. Up to ears (idiom): rat ban

Vi du: People are up to their ears with
work at the end of the year

7. Do wonders for: mang dén diéu ki
diéu cho

Vi du: Going to sleep early can do
wonders for your health.

8. Destress (v): giam stress

Vi du: | took up yoga as a way to
destress.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
1. What habits should children have?

Reading, without a doubt. Besides providing children with
more knowledge, reading also increases their attention
span® and stimulates® their imagination and creativity. Not
to mention, reading is beneficial for their future study and
work as research and reading are inseparable®. Children
should also take up sport or any kind of physical exercise
as this will keep their body and mind active.

2. What should parents do to teach their children good habits?

A good way to form good habits for children is to engage
in those activities with them. Most children follow their
parents’ habits so setting good examples® is necessary.
Plus, this would give parents more time and space to
strengthen the bonds® with their kids.

(MAttention span / a'tenf(a)n spzn /: thoi gian
tap trung

Vi du: Kids usually have quite short attention
spans.

@Stimulate (v) / stimjuleit / : kich thich

Vi du: Reading can stimulate kids’ imagination
as they have to imagine scenarios from the
stories they read.

®Inseparable /in'sep.ra.bal/ (a) : khong thé
tach roi

Vi du: The two kids seem to be inseparable,
probably because they are twins.

@Set good examples (collocation): Lam tam
guong tot

Vi du: Parents should set a good example if they
want their children to behave in a good manner.

®Strengthen the bond (collocation): that chat
moi lién két

Vi du: Regular meetings can strengthen the
bonds between the members.

3. What influences do children with bad habits have on other children?

Mostly negative impacts I'd say. Children are easily
influenced by their peers® and being together with those
who have bad habits can result in them behaving in the
same manner. For example, many kids think it is cool to
smoke as it makes them look somewhat more mature so
some others may try to smoke to look cool. The worst thing
is that not many children can tell the difference between
right and wrong.
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®Ppeer /piar/ (n) : ban cung tudi
Vi du: It is easier to become friends with peers
than those who are older or younger.
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4. Why do some habits change when people get older?

There are plenty, and most are easy to understand. First
off, many people take up® sport or go to the gym as they
grow older to improve their health, which is something most
people neglect® when they are younger. Or, on the contrary,  @Neglect (v) / /ni'glekt/ : ths &

they change their habits because they are no longer  vjdu: He has been neglecting his responsibility
physically suitable for their old habits, like doing extreme for the group for a month.

sports.

™Take up: bat dau théi quen mai
Vi du: | recently took up swimming to improve
my height.
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An activity

IELTS Speaking Part 2

Describe an activity that you do after school/work
You should say:

+ Whatitis

+  When and Where you do it

*  Who you do it with

+ And how you feel about it

Answer

| don’t have much free time after school, but | always manage to
make time for 30 minutes of swimming. | first took up swimming 3
years ago when | needed to get lean, and also because my mom was
constantly nagging™ me about my weight. | was never into sports,
so it was hard the first few days to drag® myself to the pool and
start practicing. Not to mention, | was terrible at it, as if | had zero
talent or any genes for physical activities. My swimming instructor
almost gave up after the first week as | made no progress® at all.
But after a month, | could finally swim around the pool by myself and
hold my breath under water, which used to be a real challenge for
me. | had to take swimming lessons at a sports center that is quite
far from home, but I've recently gone to the gym near my house to
save time. The pool isn't as wide but the facilities there were up-to-
date™ and it was more convenient. Most days, | go swimming alone
but sometimes my bestie tags along®, especially on weekends, so
we can spend more time together. | must admit going swimming
really does wonders for your body and I've been both physically
and mentally healthier ever since. | plan to take up® badminton on
Sundays next month because | want to participate in my schools’
sports competition next year.
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1. nag (v) /naeg/: can nhan

Vi du: Some parents think nagging can
force the children to do something
they dislike.

2. drag (v)/dreeg/: kéo Ié

Vi du: Don't drag your bag unless you
want it to get dirty.

3. make no progress (collocation):
khoéng co tién bo

Vi du: Learning a language without
practicing can make no progress.

4. up-to-date (a) /.ap.te 'deit/ : hién
dai

Vi du: My school has up-to-date
facilities

5. tag along (phr.v): di clng véi ai dé
tag /teg/

Vi du: We just met her and she just
tagged along with us.

6. take up (phr.v): bat dau mét thoi
quen méi

Vi du: Taking up swimming can make a
real change to your physique.
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IELTS Speaking Part 3

1. Why do some people enjoy extreme sports?

For one thing, the adrenaline rush®. Extreme sports
definitely get people hooked® and even addicted to strong
emotions that can’t be found in normal life. For example,
some popular extreme sports like skydiving or skiing attract
millions of people every year out of curiosity®. They all look
for the thrill® of taking risks when participating in these
sports.

2. Are men more likely to do extreme sports than women?

Probably because women are easily terrified and more
cautious® so trying something as risky as extreme sports
isn't usually their thing. Besides, many women aren't
physically fit enough for these activities so this also stops
them from participating. Men, on the other hand, tend to
show off what they can do and push boundaries®, so it is
more common to find male players for these sports.

3. What are the most popular outdoor activities in Vietham?

| believe it's football. A lot of schools teach football and kids
learn how to play it from a very young age. Besides, it only
requires a ball and at least 4 people to start a match and
doesn't have any age limit so anyone can join. Plus, playing
football needs full concentration and a good level of fitness
and coordination®, which keeps both your mind and body
active at the same time. A lot of school students also play
shuttlecock® at recess®.
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Madrenaline rush /a'drenalin raf /: su phan
khéi do tang adrenaline

Vi du: People come to this theme park to
experience the adrenaline rush.

@hooked (a) hukt: trg nén thich thu

Vi du: She was hooked by the shiny look of the
purse.

@curiosity (n) / kjua.ri'vs.a.ti/: su'td mo

Vi du: Children usually have a lot of curiosity
about the natural world.

@thrill (n) /6ri1l/: swhao himg, phan khich

Vi du: Young people often love the thrill of
winning a competition.

®cautious (a) /'koz[es/: can than

Vi du: Drivers should be cautious when driving
on highways.

®boundary(n) /'bavn.dar.i/: gidi han

Vi du: Residents need to stay away from the city
boundary.

Mcoordination (n) /keauo:dr'nerfon/: su phoi
hop
Vi du:
coordination of all departments

®shuttlecock /'[at.al.kok/: tro choi da cau

Vi du: Vietnamese students like to play

Companies need to ensure the

shuttlecock during break time.

Orecess (n) /ri'ses/: thai gian giai lao

Vi du: Students love to play sports during recess
instead of sitting in the classroom.
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4. What do young people usually do in groups?

Team sports, group projects at school and work, anything,
you name it. | also notice that many young people like to
hang out in groups, especially at the movie theatre or the
café. There's a saying: the more, the merrier®, so it's
understandable why they like to have fun in large groups.
Besides, like I've mentioned, there are certain sports like
football or volleyball and other tasks which need to be done
in groups.

(9merry (a): vui vé
Vi du: My mother just loves the merry sound of
laughter.
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